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Roors has provided me with a choice of articles which
should firrther improve the quality of the content. E

for the last Issue, I have received more articles than I can
print. In addition the decision to make most of the
conference talks available for publication in Anglo-C el tic

The Bookworm
JUDITHMADoRE

The Fanily Trce Detective : Tracing Your Ancestors In
England and Wales. 3rd ed. / Colin Darlington Rogers.
Manchester: Manchester University Press, c1997. Has
recently been purchased for the library and is reviewed
here by Betty Warburton

According to the parish register, Johq son of Thos. and
Elizabeth Bliss, was baptized on July 24, 1783. On May
23. 1783 John Bliss was buried. Wait a minute! He
can't be buded before he is baptized" or can he?
Further research revealed that a second son of Thomas
and Elizabeth by the name of Jobn was baptized and
buried in 1786 and a third son also named John was
baptized in 1794. This third John lived to marry and
have children. So I am reasonably certain that a mistake
was made entering the dates in the register in 1783. I
turned to Colin Rogers' manual The Family Tree
Deteclive, for an explanation of this discrepancy in
dates. On page 97 I found a possible explanation. At
that time, apparently, many clergmen had a practice of
keeping a 'first draft' of entries for the register on scraps
of paper. I suspect that this was the practice of this
curate and that he misread or misfiled his notes.

Colin Rogers has divided this useful genealogy
handbook into five sections. T\e Introduction is abo|ut
stafiing and organizing a family history [n the second
section, Looking for parents, he discusses birth
certificates, from 1837 to the present day. The failure to
find a birth enty in the indexes or finding more than
one possible birth and altemative sources, such as
military or education records, are all examined in detail.
Census records, since they list whole families, are
included in this section. Next Mr. Rogers deals with
church baptism from 1538 to the present day and its
many pidalls. And finally he discusses the problems of
finding births in the Middle Ages and suggests many
altemative sources. The sectlons, Looking for marriages
and Looking for deaths, are handled in a similar
manner. The Epilogue is a brief discussion of the
Federation of Family History Societies. Appendices
include Registration districts of England and Wales
(with their addresses), Registration districts abolished
or renamed since 1929 and Employing professional
help. Therc is an index and extensive bibliographical
references.

There is a wealth of hformation in this scholarly
publication. Heartily recommended for the advanced
genealogist or for someone who has come up against a
roadblock in his search for ancestors. g

BIFHSGO Moves to its own Domain

The world wide web domain name <biftrsgo.cD has been registered and the society web site has been moved to
<www.bilhsgo.ca>. This will increase our exposure on the world wide web and make it eaier for people to find us.
This is the first stage ofa major upgade of oru web site and will lead to increased genealogical content.

At the same time our E-mail address has also changed. Comments, suggestions and inputs related to the web site
should be addressed to <webmaster@bifhsgo.ca>. All other conespondence including questions for the society
should be addressed to <queries@bifirsgo.ca>.

For the next few months, people going to our old web site will be informed of our move and redirected to the new
address. E-mail to our old address will also be automatically forwarded.


