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For background of these children and their families and the condition of poor people 

in the British Isles, the following books are recommended. 

 

Workhouses 

Higginbotham, Peter. Workhouses of the Midlands. Tempus.  

Based on the author’s massive website <www.workhouses.org.uk/poorlaws>, 
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Upton, Chris. Living Back-to-Back. Phillimore, 2005.  

Back-to-back housing was once the most common type of housing in 

England for poor urban workers, especially during Victorian times.  

 


