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lr  sas a very lon8 $af h *as preceded b1 a numbcr of
r scrious early rncidents - tie Boston Tea Pajtv in l77l and
rhe violent resrslance to punt l i re acls agai ist  the crty of
Bo\lon r n I 774 . but lhe outright warfare bigan in t :75 with
lhe creation of the Continmtal Army and the appointmmt of
Ceorge Washington as Commander in Cir ief  of  lhe
American forccs. In thal ycar Ethan Allen and Benedict
Amold led a group ofmen and took the Brilish outposts at
Ticonderoga and Crown Point. Richard Montgomery's I 200
troops rnvaded Canada and captured Montreal.The war
elTectively cnded wifi the dcfeat of |,ord Comwallis i l781
at Yorktown but peace was not declared until 1783, eight
years alter the beginning ofthe war

It was a civil war - ard a very uncivil one that divided
families. neighbours and communities. Many historians
consider that it was the first Amcrican civil war some gO
years before the Amcrican Civil War of the 1860s. It
affected all ciasses ofsociety, with parents versus chiidren,
brothers versus brothers, evm husbands venus wives. Near
Kinderhook, New York, Andries Kittle lefl home to ioin the
Bnlrsh army and hrs wife Cadrarine found the|f home
conliscated by the Council of Safety. She proved wirh
evidence from witnesses that shc had always been opposed
lo her husband's conduct and subsequently fie State
Legislature restored the cstate to her At the odrer end ofthe
social scale. BenJamtn l-ranklin after many years ofclose
lres lo hi5 son Wil l iam becarne crnanged from him: rhey
were never reconciled cven afler the end ofthe war

It was an unpopular war. On dre British side, lnuch of
the publ ic disapproved of waging war against lheir
American compafriots. olien considered as Englishmen
ovcrseas. The strength ofdre opposition was reflecled in dre
failure lo recruit soldiers for the war in America resultine in
th( need to hirc about 10.000 cermanc rn mercenary uJiirs.
On thc American side. John Adams. an educated and
obs€rvant man who was present in the American Revolution
and laler was the sccond presidenl of the United States,
dcclared that onc third of thc people were in favour of
lndependence, onc third were opposed Io it and the othcr
third would have prcferred to remain neutml. Even amone
tiose $ho tought for rndepcndence. morale wasoften pnol
on acoount ofnot bcing paid for months and bcing poorly
eluippcd There werc se!eral cascs ofouinghl mutiny over
t lc ir  loor condir ioni  -  ro discourage such uprisrngs. in
January | 78 | several mutinous non-commissioned omccrs
$ere Jrot.b) a f i r i rg squad composed ofother promutcnl

li was a biftcr. brutal war wilh manv atrocities
conrmrr led bv both srdes Vany Loyaher famiirc.  suffercd

abuse and some were held hostage as bait to lure their
husbards into traps lo capture them- The German soldiers
were reviled as infamous and cruel: cwiously, however,
many Germans were allowed to stay and settle in America
after the war. Lieutenant-Colonel Banastre Tarieton_ tie
younBcommandanl ofde British Learon. was renowned for
his daring and vigour but was hated by the Americans
because he was cold-hearted, vindictive and uttcrly nrthless.

It was a strange war. When American General Richard
Mo|llgomer) war fulled in 177o. he was praised by Bntrsh
poli t ician\ as brare. able, hurnare and lenerous. benedict
Amold, the hero of Saratoga who raiiied the American
troops in an aftack that led to the defeat of General'Genlleman Johnny' Burgoyne, later switched sides and
joined the British. I he British Commander in Chief- Sir
Wilham Howe. sympathized wirh the American rebel
mlo sls and attempted unsuccessfiilly to meet 6nd n€gotial€
a settlemenl with George Washington in order to e;d the
conlllct.

l l  t ras a war thal  dr! , rded lhe powerlul  I roquois
Confederacy ofSix Nations - the Continmtal Consrcss \aas
supportcd b) the Oneidas and Tuscaroras, whrle the
Mohawks, Onandagas, Catugas, and Senecas sided wifi the
tsritish They were fierce and greatly feared wamors bul
unreliable a5 allies In fie Oristany CampaiF al lhe siege of
Forl Stanw\ in 1777 when il b;came obiious thar i-here
would be no opportunity to securc loot. the lndians
plundered British supplies and then deserted. After
Comwallis' defeal in 1781, the lndians leamed that
negotiations were under way to secure a peace treaty and
they had not t!€en consuhed on its tefms. Upon leaming fial
t}eir rnterests had been neglected tiev r,rere on the r eige ot
uprising and massacring lheir British and Loyalist a.llies; it
rook rhe combrned effo(s of borh Vary and Joseph Branl to
clrssuade thcm

It was a war in which both sides were humiliated or
disgraced. The British suffered many defeats from
lncomp€lmce and mtsmanagemenl. In 1777 Generdl
Burgoyne with a huge force of 10,000 British and German
soldiers and some l,oyalists encountered delays which
eventually led to his defeat by a smaller force of ?,000
Americans. At the end of the war. Lord Comwallis
recklessly dashed abour Virginia- confident $at rf he ran
into difliculner he could male hr. wav to lhe Allantic coa\t
where the British Naly would rescue him. When eventually
he was injeopardy he reached the coast and signaled to the
offshore warships, he was astounded to find lfrat the shiDs
bclonged to the French Na\,}', leading to his surender Tire
Amencans too had lhcir share of nr is lortun e - Burqovne's
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Most ofthe men benefitted from this aranqement but
not all! Early in tbe Revolution. Major Mose; Hazen. a
retired English officer, approached dle British authorities
with an offer to mise trooDs on condition that he bc
promot€d- Wl€n his offer was rejected he wenl to the
Continental Congress with a similar proposition. This time
it nas welcomed and Colonel Hazen recruitcd Cgladials fcr
his unit, which became the 2nd Canadian Regiment or'Hazm s O*n.' Obvtously there was no prospec-t ofthese
men going to Quebec, much less receiving tnrmty land for
their services to the enemy. After they had languished for
some time in military camps, the stalemate was resolved
when the State ofNew York adopted them and they werc
discharged and given bounty land ln American territory

Th€ British too had severe problems. Its sfonghold and
centre ofoperations was in New Yo* City widt thousands
ofBritish and German r€gular uoops as well as multitudes
oflryalists and refugees. The evacuation ofall these people
represented an enormous logistical problem for Sir Guy
Carlelon, the Commander in Chi€l lt was complicated by
the arrival ofmorc Loyalist families wishing to flee the
hostile environmenl in America and tal€ advartaae ofthe
offer lo be transponed to Nova Scotia and Canad-a at the
sane time being harassed by American officials. The
situation is described in Earle Thomas' book GNener
Parlrr€r; it was dranatically shown in an excellent National
Filn Board documentary enitled'l hc W)rld lirncd I Jpsida
/lop4 which describes the plight of Ben Ingraham and his
family who eventually settled in New Brunswick-

An unforeseen problem confronted the British
authorities - th€ fate ofthe thousands of black persons in
New York Cily. Early in the war black slaves offunerican
maslels had been induced to deserl their o*lr€rs and helD the
British forc€s, thus hanning the Arnerican econony ard
increasing lhe supply oflabour available to the British army
Some becane soldiers by serving in the Black Pioneers;
others supported the British cause in other ways. These
people were promised lheir fieedom ftom slavery at the md
of the war bul the diffculty in implemcnting this problem
lay in the terms of the Treaty of Paris under which the
British had agreed to return property io Ameican owners
and slaves were considered 'property-' Thus the British
faccd a dilemrna - keep tfieir promise and tley would ignorE
the provisions ofthe treaty or rctum the slaves and break
th€ir promise to the blacks who had aided the British forces.
Forhmately an honourable solution was foud which was
acceptable to both sides the British authorities agreed to
pay compensation to t}|e American owners of black slaves
and pemitled those who had arrived in New York City prior
to lhe signing ofthe peace treaty to depart on the oulgoing
vessels. As black fmnilies approached dre vess€ls, they wcre
inte.rogated by a joint team of British and American
officers, *ho rccorded details in a record later knorm as
(:o cbn's Rook o/ Ncgtuc.r. It forms part ofa selective
index to a record ofthe inhabitants ofNew York City in the
British Military Headquaners Papers whicb werc compiled
by members of Sir Guy Carleton Branch of the United
Lmpire Loyalists' Associatio of Canada. This index has
been published as ('dl?/ ut't I t tyali';t I nlc md ts a railable
as a CD-ROM or a set of computer diskettcs for $25
postpaid from John Ruch. 1805-71 Somersel Streel Wesl,

surr€nder was rmder a 'conventiorl' a EEopean arangement
which meant that lhe defead troops gave up their afins and
then went home, promising not to hke any firr$er part in the
war. This was a sensible Dractice which saved lives on both
sid€s and consewed the victor's manpowe. by avoiding the
necessity of using troops to guard and tale care of the
pnsoners.

Unfoftmarely the Continental Congress refused to ratifl,
the convention and declared that lhe British troops would
have to renain as prisoners ofwar. This decision disgraced
the Americans in the eyes ofthe Europeans; but even worse
was to follow Congess decided not to feed $e pnsoners rr
lheir long trek to Virginiaprison camps, where half ofthe
p.isoners died before the end ofth€ war. This barbarous
behaviour brought discredit upon the natron.

This long, lmcivil, bitter and unpopular war finally
officialty ended with the signing ofthe Treaty ofParis on 3
September 1783. It was almost eight years since tJre war
began when American Gmerals fuchard Montgomery and
Benedict Amold invaded Canada in the fall of 1775. Durins
dtis eighl-year sfuggle drousands of people on bo$ srdes oi
the con-0ict died were wounded or went missing.

For the two years prior to the peace featy there had
b€en liitl€ military activity after Lord Comwallis'sunender
at Yorktolvn on I 9 October I 78 I - effectivelv the war had
ended widr orly scatrered sldrmishes snce thm. During this
period British ard Gennan regulars and Lryalist provincials
had lifde to do. Similarly on the American side Continmtal
and militia soldiers were inactive and suffering {iom poor
morale and no pay. Mutiny was a constant prospect among
the Americans; it took strenuous efforts by Ceorge
Washjngton arld his officers to maintain discipline.

Added to the concems on the American side was the
desire of the men to retum home to secure the bounty land
thatmany of$e states had promised to give to theirnative
sons after the war. So long as the men w€re serving in the
mililary they could not go home and inspect their land,
which increased th€ir frustration and contributed to
worsenrng morale.

Given the obvious advantage of accelemting the
discharge of Arnerican mm to economize and improve
moIale, why did it not happen? The problern Iay in lhe terms
of the enlistrnent process - the men signed on for an
indefinite period with an assurance that their pay accounts
would be setlled in full when they were eventually
discharged. The Continental Congress was. however,
bankrupt and could not pay the troops so thcy faccd the
prospect ofremaining in uniform indefinitely. This was a
Catch 22 situation the longer the men remained ir
unifom, the geater $e amount ofaccrued back pay and the
incr€ased difiiculty in s€ttling their accounts. Eventually a
solution was found which enabled most ofthe men to retum
home and acquire their bounty lands without violating the
terms oftheir erlistrnent agrcement they were allow€d to
rclum home on "leave without pay!" As th€y were still
technically in the army, it was not necessary at that limc to
give lhem their back pay. Eventually they were paid in scrip
with ajl assurance that it would be redeemed in cash as soon
as economic conditions permitted; rmfortunalely most of the
men gave away or traded their scrip foralmost nothing, so
speculators wcrc thc ones who profited ir the lo0g run.
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Onawa- Ontario K2P 2G2. lt mayalso be purchased from
Global Genealogy by telephoning t-800-i6 t-5 168.

During 1783 priority was givet to evacuating fiom
Nelv York City, those peoplc who wished to setde in Nola
Scotia: Loyalists, some Brirish and Cerman soldiers, and
two small groups of Loyalists who wished to go on to
Quebec and settle on tike Ontado. The two enall groups
are the subject oftarry Turner's Voyage ofa Difetcht Kind.
Once lhese people had b€€n remot€d in two major emadas
called lhe Spring Fleet and lhe Fall FI€el, the wilhdrawal of
the regular troops was eflect€d by the €nd of November
1783. The rcceptiol of the saders in Nova Scotia was
chaotic; plans to distribute land and provrsrons w€re
completely inadequate; nraly spent dle winter of 17S3t4 in
$heated tents, The fate ofthe fr€ed black people was even
worse, when they r€ceived land at all, it was in small lots
and gcnerally of poor quality. Many black did not obtain
provrsions ard they had no civil righis. Consequently when
an opportunity arose in 1792 to remove to Sierra l,eone in
Allica- about one third oflh€ community accepted it.

Discontent with dle poor conditions in Nova Scoda
caus€d agitation for a s€parate colony and in 1784 New
Brunswick was severed from Nova Scotia and came lareelv
under L?oyalisl cantrof. M atrton c;lny's Loyahsts and l-nrd
Seulement rn M'va saot/a and Eslher Clark Wrisht's ?he
Loyahsts of Ne'r Bmtll|'lick pmvide derails ofland allotted
to thes€ s€ttlers" Records ofpetitions for land in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick arc held by the Public Archives of
No\ra Scotia and lfie Prcvincial Archives ofNew Bnmswick
respectively.

Mary Loyalists ed lheir fanilies came overland from
Vemont and New York tojoin $eir friends and relatives in
niliary and refirgee camps in Quebec. During 1783
Covemor Haldimand arranged for surveys of land to be
carried oul in what is now Ontario and made vieorous
€fforts to securE prwisions dd lools to be disfihd-to the
settlers. Settlem€nt in Quebec was discoumged; transpon
was provided up lhc St. llwrcnce Ri!,cr h dle spring of
I 784 to areas which had been suweyed for settlemeni by
regiments and rations, clothing, tools and tents werc
disbibuted. Arangements wer€ much more efficiert dlan in

lhe Maritimes and morale was much hicher
All did not nm smootftly howerar then trc Loyalists

learDed in 1786 that they were not to have feehold
possession ofdrcir land grara. The Crown's intention was
to let them s€ttle \rithout payment of r€nt for ten Fss and
then lely substantial annual charges. Adding to the
discootenl was dre discovery lhat tfie Royal Fighlad
Emigrants had received mucir larger land ganls tfrat the
olhcr Loyalin units. These proUteors were setted by
changirg the poticy in l?88 to mal(e outsight laj granG
and male lhem as large as those of the Roval Highland
Emigrans. Morcover grants v,ere pemitted 6 $e ciil&al
oflhe Loyalists when they came ofage or. in lhe case of
daughteR whdr lhey mdried Th€e was $i[ d|e cdtinuins
concem about being forced ro live under French civil hwl
lhis was eventually rcsolved in lTst by tfie cxpedienl of
dividing Quebec into two parts; the eastem p;rt, c:.lled
L.wer Canad4 retained the French civil law and seioneurial
land E|I|IE ard dl€ we$em pa4 c{[ed Um€r Cduda wes
grven English common law a.nd fi€ehold land tenure. For a
good account of the Upp€r Canada (Ontario) setdernent
Iroc€ss s€€ Mary Beacock Fryer's lrre Ki4g's Melr; Ntrrnan
K. Crcwder's Early Ontalro .Setle/J provides details ofthe
names ofthe s€ttleE and where lfiey werE Iocated.

The National Archives ofCanada in Ottawa has a vast
store of t yalist records includiDg pctitions for land in
prcs€nt-day Ontado and Quebec- lt has muster rolls for
military units and fo. Loy.list settlements in Upper and
Lower Canada as well as the Ward Chipman papers wifl
rolls of disbanded soldiers and lryalists seiildrs in ttre
Maritimes, lt also has copies oflhe British Audit Offic€
records of Loyalist claims for compensation for losses
sustained; they frequently give information on their
residences and staDdard ofliving in 6rc Anericatr colo|ries
as well as d€tails oftheir heatrnent at the hanals offormer
neighbouG and fiiends.

Bilain lost lhe war and its thirteen Am€rican colonies.
The Americfl colqries lost up to 100.000 people. nany of
them good citizaxls. Canada pined two neri coiooies: New
Brunswick End Upper Canada 0ater Canada West a'd still
later Ontario) sd thoulaflds ofnew setders_ €l

lntcrnet Sources of Informarion
The Global Gazene <http://giobalgazette.nelb, see especially anictes on Loyatisjs by Brenda Dougall MeFiman
TheOn-Line Institute for Advanced Loyalist Studies <hnp://w*r'.royatprovincial.com>.
The UEL Association of Canadr <http/p€opleb€con.orgl-ueta/uetr-hfi >.
The OIive Tree.hnp://wrrvroorsweb.com/.or€r'>
Bill Manin's Page <http//wwwtbalel/bmani indoa htrn>

lFntor's Note:Ihe ahove artick isa trunscdpt ofa talkgiveh by Noman K Cmvde.a he Sixth Annuot BIFHSGO Conferencel

The Chuch ofJesus Chdst of Latter-day Saints has been allowed to photograph lhe pelsona.l Ecords of3.5
million British soldiers, sailors and ainnen from the First world war. usually known as the 'bumt docurnents'

they were badly damaged in an air raid in 1940 and have not been available to the general public because oftheir
fi.agile condition. As a rcsult ofthe PRO/Momon cGoperarion 2.75 million rec-ords will become awailable.

joining lhe 750,000 files that escaped dafiag. Some are available now and the rest will be released in tbe next
two to three yea$.


