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From the Editor: 

Our leading article in this issue 
comes from Gloria Tubman, who re-
counts the Orange Order’s history 
and contributions to its members 
and society at large, along with her 
personal memories of its links to her 
family. 

Wendy Croome relates the ongoing 
adventure of how she and her hus-
band are using DNA analysis to 
unlock some mysteries in their    
mutual family history, with some 
success. 

The story of an accomplished and 
celebrated Victorian London ances-
tor—who may well have inspired a 
character in Dickens’ Bleak House—
comes from Terry and Tad Findley. 

And we continue our coverage of 
soldiers who served and died in the 
First World War, with the biography 
of another No. 1 Canadian Casualty 
Clearing Station database soldier, 
written by Lynne Willoughby. 

Enjoy these members’ varied and 
valuable contributions to our         
Society’s activities and plan to add 
your own in 2017!  

 
 
 
 

Jean Kitchen 
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 I recently discovered 
The Golden Egg Ge-
nealogistTM, a web-
site hosted by Donna 
Cox Baker. Accord-
ing to Donna, golden 
egg genealogists 

(GEGs) are “marked 
by an ambition to ex-

cellence in the pursuit of their ances-
try.” There are several characteristics 
or behaviours that make you a GEG. I 
am happy to say I see these traits ex-
hibited by many BIFHSGO members. 

GEGs have high standards and follow 
the best practices in genealogical re-
search. They eschew the collecting of 
names in preference for quality        
information, well analyzed and     
documented.  

Most GEGs have no desire to become 
professional genealogists, but to them 
genealogy is not a hobby, it’s an avo-
cation. They feel a responsibility to 
both their ancestors and their de-
scendants: to tell the ancestors’ 
stories thoroughly and accurately and 
leave this history for others to build 
on, knowing their work is sound. 

GEGs use the best tools available, 
even if that means adapting to new 
ways of doing things. They never stop 
learning, attending conferences, 
monthly meetings, workshops and 
seminars. They join societies and spe-
cial interest groups where they learn 
from fellow members and help others 

in their turn. They understand that 
without historical context no one has 
the full picture of a family. 

These ethical genealogists cite their 
sources, honour copyrights and 
trademarks not just for those who fol-
low them, but to acknowledge the 
work done by others before them. 
They take privacy concerns seriously, 
ensuring they have permission to 
publicly distribute information that 
was shared privately.   

And finally, GEGs reciprocate the con-
tributions of others by giving back to 
the genealogical community.  They 
teach, mentor, transcribe records or 
organize conferences and encourage 
others to do the same. (See page 14 
for two opportunities to give back.) 

This is how I see BIFHSGO members. 
We are GEGs, doing our best, reaching 
for higher standards, working ethical-
ly and within a community, helping 
our society and fellow members, and 
welcoming newcomers. This is what 
makes BIFHSGO the active, vibrant 
society it is. I hope you agree. 

With thanks to Donna Cox Baker for 
her inspirational posting: 
http://gegbound.com/qualities-of-
the-golden-egg-genealogist/. 

 

 
 

Barbara J. Tose 

From the President 
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The Sash Our Irish Ancestors Wore 

BY GLORIA F. TUBMAN 
Gloria Tubman grew up in the Bristol/Shawville area of Pontiac 
County, Quebec. An interest in genealogy and local history led to 
authoring “Genealogy Gleanings” in The Equity, Shawville’s weekly 
newspaper. Her areas of research include British Home Children, 
the province of Quebec, the Ottawa Valley and the families of Pon-
tiac County. She is a co-leader of the genealogy course offered at 
the Ottawa Family History Centre and has done research for the 
“Who Do You Think You Are?” show. 

any of our Protestant Irish 
ancestors wore a sash indi-
cating they belonged to the 

Orange Order and to what lodge. 
The orange cloth sash with narrow 
purple ribbon borders has a shoul-
der rosette made from blue and 
yellow ribbons. All the braiding and 
script are yellow brass threading, 
while the tassels are of coiled wire 
much like little springs. The back 
side is of black leather. As shown in 
Figure 1, the sash has a number of 
symbols as well as the lodge num-
ber, in this case LOL 65. This sash 
was given to my father by his moth-
er-in-law after the death of a family 
member and lodge brother. My 
guess is that this sash would date to 
the early 1900s.  

Some sashes were ornate, while 
others were very plain. Disposable 
money available to purchase a sash 
would be the determining factor. 

With the 
passage of 
time, the 
sash has 
been re-
placed by a 
velveteen 
collar with 
gold thread 
embroi-
dery and 
gold braid 
tassels that 
has much 
of the same 
informa-
tion on it. 

The Orange 
Order has a 
long and 
rich history in Canada, especially in 
Ontario and Quebec. Today the Or-
ange association or family is 
composed of a number of organiza-

M 

Family History Research 

Figure 1: The Orange sash 
Source: Gloria Tubman 
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tions: Loyal Orange Lodges—men, 
Royal Black Preceptories—men, 
Loyal True Blue Lodges—men, 
Lodges of the Ladies Orange Benev-
olent Association—women, Lodges 
of the Crystal Chapter—women, 
Junior Orange Lodges—boys and 
girls, and Lodges of the Loyal Or-
ange Young Briton Association—
young men.  

The symbol for the Loyal Orange 
Lodge is an arch over the numbers 
2½. If this symbol is on a grave-
stone, then the man belonged to the 
Orange Order. Over the past few 
years I have been asked if I could 
identify the symbol and its meaning 
on markers in Pontiac County. 

Even though the Orange Order is a 
secular Protestant faith organiza-
tion, it has played an important role 
in the development of its members 
and the entire community. In this 
article I will present the historical 
context of the Loyal Orange Lodge 
of which our ancestors were mem-
bers, before outlining the ways this 
organization provided its members 

with an education in life skills and 
its contributions to the community.  

The History of the  
Orange Lodge 
From about 1688, there were vari-
ous Orange societies in existence in 
Ireland. The Orange Order was 
founded in Loughhall, County Ar-
magh, in the 1790s. With the migra-
tion from Ireland of first, military 
personnel, then their families, and 
immigration initiatives such as set-
tlements under Thomas Talbot, 
Peter Robinson, and John By, the 
men brought with them their        
Orange memberships. In 1783, 
there is a record of an Orange meet-
ing in what is now New Brunswick. 
It noted using the charter issued in 
England in 1694 bearing the name 
of Colonial Patent No. 6 from Guild 
Hall for the use of the term 
ORANGE.  

Prior to 1831 and the establishment 
of the Canadian lodges, one has to 
check certificates of membership 
for evidence that the Order existed 
in what is now Canada. According to 
the Orange Association of Canada, 
there is evidence of the existence of 
an Orange Lodge in what is now On-
tario about 1808 with the member-
ship transfer from a County Armagh 
lodge. Most members were then in 
the service of military units where 
Orange lodges had existed within 
the unit or at the home location. The 
Fourth Regiment of Foot, also  

Figure 2: LOL, the Loyal Orange Lodge 
symbol 
Source: the Grand Orange Lodge of Canada 
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known as King William’s Regiment, 
was one of these regiments. In 1822 
in the Toronto area, the 12th of July 
parade was one of the more popular 
events of the year.  

Canada’s Loyal Orange Lodge No. 1 
was established in 1831 in Brock-
ville, Ontario. Ogle R. Gowan, the 
man credited with its founding,   
emigrated from Wexford, Ireland, 
about 1829 to Leeds County, Upper 
Canada. Gowan had been a member 
of the Irish Orange Lodge from 
about 1804. Shortly after the crea-
tion of LOL No. 1, Gowan created the 
Grand Lodge of British North Amer-
ica. At the 2013 BIFHSGO confer-
ence, Dr. Jane G. V. McGaughey    
outlined this information when she 
discussed the 1848 Battle of the 
Windmill and the defeat of the larg-
er American army by a small 
number of Leeds County locals and 
Orangemen, who used their fifes 
and drums to create the illusion that 
the British army was much larger 
than it really was.  

The Orange lodges were quickly es-
tablished in areas that were settled 
by Irish Protestant immigrants and 
United Empire Loyalists. The com-
mon interests of both groups were 
their loyalty to British institutions 
and the importance of religion in 
their lives. In many areas the estab-
lishment of the lodges follows the 
settlement of the townships and 
counties.  

Using Pontiac County, Quebec, as an 
example, one can associate the es-
tablishment of Orange lodges in the 
county as the townships were in-
habited. The township valuation 
rolls reveal that the settlement pat-
tern of the townships was from the 
Ottawa River, Range or Concession 
1 north to Range 12. Then, the 
townships to the north not border-
ing the river were settled.    

As my father explained to me, the 
lower the lodge number, the older 
the lodge. Clarendon Township, one 
of the few Quebec townships where 
no Roman Catholic church existed, 
had the earliest lodge in Pontiac, 
with LOL 23. It is not surprising that 
the first four lodges were near Clar-
endon Centre, now Shawville. In 
Figure 3, the areas surrounding the 
map numbers of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 9, and 
11 were settled by former County 
Tipperary natives. Former County 
Cavan natives lived in the areas 
near numbers 8 and 10. 

The Irish Catholic families inhabited 
the areas of North Bristol, North 
Onslow, Thorne and Aldfield. The 
area between numbers 7 and 10 in 
Litchfield near Vinton was predom-
inantly Irish Catholic, as were the 
areas of Allumette and Sheen. The 
area of Thorne/Aldfield experi-
enced Prussian/German migration 
in the late 1870s, with some of these 
immigrants joining the lodge. All 
these small pockets are an illustra-
tion of the cluster migration 
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discussed by Dr. Bruce Elliott in his 
book, Irish Migrants in the Canadas: 
a New Approach.   

The Orange Lodge was and is open 
to all Protestant Christian men 16 
years and older. The addition of the 
word Protestant is overkill. A mem-
ber of the Freemason society once 
explained to me that their organiza-
tion was open to all Christians. 
Roman Catholics did not join as they 
are not to belong to a secret society.  

Each applicant undergoes a screen-
ing process. One can transfer mem-
bership from one lodge to another. 
Many of the first lodges had mem-
bers transfer from Irish lodges.    

An Orange Institution of Ireland cer-
tificate dated 24 October 1863 for 
Joseph Hill of Lodge 170 in County 
Antrim, District Deriaughy, was 
signed by Master John Foresythe, 

Secretary James Brown 
and Treasurer Samuel 
(surname possibly Fore-
sythe). The seal of the 
lodge would have been 
heated to melt the wax af-
fixed to the certificate. Mr. 
Hill brought this certifi-
cate from Ireland to his 
new home in the Greer-
mount area of Thorne 
Township in Pontiac 
County.    

Over the years the mem-
bership certificates have 
undergone numerous 

changes, but the tombstone infor-
mation remains the same: name, 
lodge number, location, master, sec-
retary, and treasurer.   

An Educational Institution  
The Orange Lodge can be identified 
as an educational institution for 
adults that taught them life skills 
and life values. Remember that 
when the Orange Order was found-
ed in the 1700s in Ireland and in 
Canada, few members had a formal 
education. One only has to look at 
the Canadian censuses of 1861, 
1871 and 1881 to realize that very 
few people within a township could 
read or write. To this end, the 
founders developed an organization 
that relied on symbols and repeti-
tion for its members to understand 
and learn to be good members of 
the Order and the community at 
large. Within the Order are degrees 

Figure 3: Lodges established in Pontiac County 
Source: Alabamamaps.ua.edu/historicalmaps 
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or levels that members attain before 
they progress through the various 
positions.    

The Orange Order has a chart with 
strategically placed wording: “In 
God Is My Trust; Union, Truth, Loy-
alty, Love; Honour All Men, Love the 
Brotherhood; Fear God, and Honour 
the King.” These are easy and im-
pressive creeds for members to 
follow. The centre portion of this 
chart has many symbols. The non-
Biblical symbol of King William on 
his trusty steed reminds members 
to be loyal to the Crown and the 
Head of Canada.   

The Loyal Orange Lodge symbol, the 
2½, reminds members that 2½ 
tribes led the Children of Israel from 
Egypt against massive armies. In 
life, a small number of people when 
working together can achieve suc-
cess against formidable odds. For 
that reason, lodge membership was 
capped at 20 members. When more 
wanted to join, a number of mem-
bers of an established lodge would 
transfer membership to create a 
new lodge with at least eight mem-
bers.    

Members learn life skills not taught 
within the formal education system. 
Each member must attain one de-
gree, then the next, until reaching 
the highest degree within the Order, 
similar to grades within the educa-
tion system. The member is award-
ed a certificate when he has at-
tained the next degree.  

Within each lodge one finds the po-
sitions Master, Deputy, Secretary, 
and Treasurer that we are familiar 
with in various organizations. There 
are a number of other positions, 
such as Chaplain, that are specific to 
the Order. Through monthly meet-
ings, members learn how to conduct 
themselves in meetings and how to 
lead them. Public speaking is also an 
important skill learned by members.   

According to the Orange Association 
of Canada, at monthly meetings af-
ter the normal local business has 
been conducted, members learn 
proper parliamentary procedure, 
speaking etiquette, and proper de-
bate principles, and have an oppor-
tunity to practice them. All of this 
before Roberts Rules of Order be-
came popular.   

Members are taught that with each 
position comes a set of duties, re-
sponsibilities, and accountability, all 
catchphrases that are common in 
today’s work environment. When a 
member accepts a position within 
the Order, he must perform the    
duties of the position. He is respons-
ible for carrying out all the duties 
and responsibilities of the particular 
position he agreed to hold, and is 
accountable to his fellow lodge 
brothers. There is a natural pro-
gression through the lodge 
positions to become Master.  

The structure of the Orange Order 
resembles the government struc-
ture in Canada. The lowest level, the 
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lodge, is the equivalent of the mu-
nicipal level; then come the fol-
lowing levels:  County or District, 
Provincial, Canada, and World, the 
equivalent of the British Common-
wealth.  

Members tend to be active within 
their community service or church 
organizations. The Orange Order is 
one of the oldest lobby groups in 
Canada. When a government pro-
posed legislation, the Orange Order 
would make a submission either in 
support or in opposition. It was the 
largest and most powerful lobby 
group from the 1800s until the 
1960s, when one considers the vot-
ing power of its members. Each 
lodge would have up to 20 mem-
bers; there could be 20 or more 
lodges per county, and 30 or more 
counties per province. That makes 
about 12,000 potential voters, not 
counting their family members. Pol-
iticians wanting to keep their seats 
tended to listen. Many of the federal 
and provincial politicians during the 
development of Canada were mem-
bers of the Orange Lodge.  

Skills taught within the Lodge have 
been utilized by members in their 
political lives. My father, who left 
school in 1931 at age 13, used these 
skills to be a councillor in the Mu-
nicipality of Bristol for over 27 
years. Many of his fellow councillors 
mentioned the respect they had for 
my father’s ability to present an 
opinion on the issue at hand as well 

as the sound advice he could offer. 
Until the 1960s, the majority of the 
mayors of the City of Toronto were 
Orangemen.  

Citizenship Standards 
The Order has the expectation that 
its members will exhibit good be-
haviour towards all. The threat of 
suspension or expulsion from the 
Order was and still is the incentive. 
The local lodge had to first provide 
the reason, then, the county and the 
provincial lodges had to agree to 
push for the suspension or expul-
sion at the highest level.  

The record of the Proceedings of the 
Grand Orange Lodge of British North 
America session of 1862 (Figure 4) 
provides some of the reasons for a 
suspension or expulsion: non-
payment of dues, obtaining goods 
under false pretenses, defrauding 
his lodge, drunkenness, disorderly 
conduct, and violation of obligation. 
In the 1870s reasons given for ex-
pulsion from the Order included 
drunk in public, a liking to large 
quantities of alcohol, committing 
fraud or non-payment to another 
member.  

In the absence of a formal court sys-
tem, the Order kept its members in 
line. Who wanted to explain to fami-
ly or neighbours why he was not 
parading on the Twelfth?  The 
threat of expulsion was enough to 
cause some members to keep on a 
straighter and narrower path.  
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Figure 4: Expulsions cited in an 1862 Proceedings of the Grand       
Orange Lodge of British North America 
Source: Pontiac Archives 

Family history has my three-times 
great-grandfather George Dagg set-
tling in Clarendon Township, 
Pontiac County, in the early 1830s 
as part of the Talbot settlement that 
came to Carleton County. From 
church records of the late 1830s, I 
found the baptisms for his children 
with Rosanna Stewart. To date I 
have not found a marriage record 
for this couple in Ireland, Ontario or 
Quebec. Imagine my surprise to find 
he had left a wife, Mary Connelly, 
and three daughters in Ireland. Pos-
sibly in the 1840s, Mary and her 
daughters arrived in Clarendon to 
find George with another family.  

Family lore has the men of the 
community asking Mary if she 

wanted to take 
George “to 
Law.” Her re-
sponse was 
“No, Leave 
them be.” Re-
member that in 
the 1840s one 
would have to 
walk two days 
to get to Hull, 
let alone go to 
Montreal or 
Quebec City to 
find a justice 
system. I pro-
pose that in 
this instance 
the Law was 
the Orange Or-

der. Had the Order been asked to  
intervene, George would have been 
expelled. Not what he, as a stopping 
house keeper (the keeper of an inn, 
probably dry) would have wanted 
in the Township of Clarendon.  

The Role of Religion 
Christianity is an integral part of the 
Orange Order. Many of the im-
portant symbols represent Bible 
stories. A scripture reading by the 
chaplain is part of every meeting; 
the only time in a meeting when a 
member reads from a script. A 
member might not have been able 
to read a Bible passage, but seeing 
the symbol would invoke the scrip-
ture heard during a meeting. Each 
lodge has a chaplain. Annually, one 



Anglo-Celtic Roots • Quarterly Chronicle 10 Volume 22, Number 4 • Winter 2016 
 

of the local churches will host a ser-
vice where the Orange Order will 
participate.  

An Orange Service can be held for a 
member that has died. Today this 
short 15-minute service, which 
evolved from the Orange Funeral 
Service, is conducted at one of the 
visitations if requested by the fami-
ly. Badges and sashes are worn 
black side out at one of these ser-
vices.  

In issues of the The Equity up to the 
1940s, many of the obituaries noted 
that an Orange funeral was con-
ducted for the deceased and might 
list the lodges involved. The 24 July 
1884 issue of The Equity notes the 
passing of “Mr. Joseph Roney of 
North Clarendon on the 21st in-
stance.”  

Mr. Roney had requested that he be 
buried in the custom of the Order. 
Five lodges were represented. At 
ten o’clock, with the bands playing, 
the coffin was taken from the house, 
placed on a carriage and followed 
by about 60 teams to the place of in-
terment. Rev. Naylor presided over 
the Church of England service, 
which was followed by Brother 
Frank Gibbons with the Orange As-
sociation service. Brethren depos-
ited their emblems on the coffin, 
closed the grave, and then left for 
home to work in the hay fields.  

I propose that this service might 
have been performed by members 

of the Order for members and a ver-
sion for non-members in the 
absence of the clergy of the estab-
lished churches: Church of England, 
Methodist, and Wesleyan Methodist. 
Who would be responsible for the 
burial of an individual when no min-
ister resided nearby or was within 
two days’ travelling time? Why not 
ask a lodge chaplain to recite some 
scriptures for a grieving family at 
this time? As a family history re-
searcher, I have encountered many 
persons whose burial was not rec-
orded in any of the local church 
records and who were not enumer-
ated in the subsequent census.    

Benevolence 
The Orange Order and its benevo-
lence have been an important part 
of the lives of its members and the 
community. This is one area of the 
Order where its members’ work for 
the most part has not been recog-
nized over the years. They have 
provided assistance to neighbours, 
regardless of religious affiliation, 
and to the community as a whole 
when a need was there. Someday a 
member might require assistance in 
return. Each year all levels of the 
Order will donate to various chari-
ties and causes. They provide 
support to senior citizens’ homes,  
disabled persons’ hostels, or disas-
ter funds; and then they raise 
monies for charities such as the 
Cancer Society, the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation, or a local charity.   
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Mayfred Horner Dods, in By Water 
and Word— A History of the 
Shawville United Church, records 
that after the 1906 Shawville fire 
that destroyed the Methodist 
Church, their services were held in 
the Anglican Church and then the 
Orange Hall until the new/current 
church was ready to use.  

Child welfare has always been im-
portant to the Orange Order. Homes 
for orphans and needy children 
were operated in various provinces. 
The Home in Picton, Ontario, was in 
operation in 1916 and the one in 
New Westminster, British Columbia, 
in 1917. Around 1940, the Quebec 

Orange Order opened the Orange 
Children’s Home at Rosemère, Que-
bec.   

Rev. Ed McCall, the Anglican minis-
ter from Quyon in the 1970s, not a 

member of the Order, was invited to 
speak at an Orange event where he 
heard of the Orange Children’s 
Home at Rosemère. This home of-
fered children (regardless of their 
religion) a sanctuary from troubled 
home life as well as an education.  

This benevolent work led Rev. 
McCall to attend as many Orange 
events in the Valley as possible. He 
would pass around a box collecting 
monies for soap to be used for per-
sonal hygiene and laundry at the 
Rosemère Home. The small amount 
collected meant the money provid-
ed for the Home could be spent in 
other areas to the benefit of the  

children.  

When the Quebec 
government changed 
the rules regarding 
the operation of such 
children’s homes or 
orphanages, the Or-
ange Order sold the 
Rosemère facility 
and all its land. The 
proceeds of the sale 
were invested.  

Today, the Orange 
Order of Quebec ap-
plies the interest 
earned from the sale 

towards many children’s activities, 
such as school breakfasts, boys and 
girls clubs and after-school activi-
ties in the Montreal and South Shore 
areas of Quebec. A donation is given 

Figure 5: Orange Children’s Home in Rosemère, Quebec, 1968 
Source: Pontiac Archives 
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to the Children’s Hospital of Eastern 
Ontario for members of the Orange 
Order who reside in Western Que-
bec and Eastern Ontario.   

When we were cleaning out the 
family home after my mother 
passed away last year, I found a to-
ken, measuring about 1½ inches by 
1 inch, with the markings Royal 
Arch, Purple Marksman alongside 
my father’s Orange badge and pins.  
I had never seen it before. My uncle, 
Bev Cluff, a member of the Orange 
Order, upon seeing the token pro-
vided the information that my 
father had attained the highest de-
gree in the Orange Lodge.  

He then opened his wallet, pulled 
out a similar token with markings 
for the Black, and said, “This will 
buy my burial plot.” These snippits 
of information meant that any 
member of the Orange lodge with a 
token would never be buried in a 
pauper’s grave.    

The Orange Order historian related 
a story where a man had died in To-
ronto with no identification or 
money, and no family came forward 
to claim the body. When the coroner 
examined the body, a burn scar was 
found. The scar was from an Orange 
Lodge seal with the lodge number. 

The lodge was contacted; the body 
was identified and brought home 
for burial by the lodge.     

Social Activities  
The Orange lodges have played an 
important part in the social lives of 
its members and the community at 
large. Most dances, recitals, and so-
cial events were held at the local 
lodge, with proceeds going to an 
identified need. Many lodges were 
near a church or school, so it was 
the centre of the community.    

LOL 65 at Charteris, Quebec, is be-
side St. Matthew’s Anglican Church, 
and Clarendon No. 12 School was 
across the road. I have childhood 
memories of many Saturday eve-
nings spent at community events 
held in this building. As I told one 
lodge member, I had a personal re-
lationship with one of the lodge 
trunks; when I got tired I would use 
the trunk as a bed until my parents 
were ready to go home.     

The Glorious Twelfth 
The largest social event for the Or-
ange Order is the celebration of the 
Glorious Twelfth. Again, the found-
ers of the Order were thinking of 
the wellbeing of its members. Based 
on Christian teachings where the 
world was created in six days and 
the seventh day was a day of rest, 
the founders determined that mem-
bers would need a family day about 
six months after Christmas.  

Farmers would have finished the 
spring work and be ready to start or 
just beginning the summer work.  
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The founders realized that members 
would have any number of excuses 
not to attend a social event based on 
the founding of the Order, the open-
ing of a lodge, or a benevolent event.  

They knew, though, that Irish men 
always love to boast of a perceived 
accomplishment. What better ex-
cuse for a social event than the 
victory at the Battle of the Boyne. 
All Orangemen will show up that 
day—they would not dare stay 
away. Non-attendance at a monthly 
meeting; well, that is another issue.    

A typical Twelfth of July celebration, 
where the local lodges came togeth-
er with their families, was an event 
for the entire community to attend. 
Families brought picnic lunches or 
had the catered meal.  

The ceremonial part of the day in-
cluded greetings from local 
dignitaries and Orange officials, a 
prayer, a guest speaker, and singing 
of the anthem. Following the mili-
tary tradition, members marched 
with their lodge banners and played 
the fifes and drums. Each lodge usu-
ally had one member representing 
King Billy. If there was a white 
horse he could ride, so much the 
better. After the parade, the musi-
cians would get together to have 
competitions for drumming and fife 
playing.    

After the official part, the rest of the 
day had activities for the family.  

The Ottawa Citizen of 1930 had two 
pages covering various Glorious 
Twelfth celebrations throughout the 
Ottawa Valley and across Ontario 
and Quebec. At each celebration 
there was a ball tournament or 
track and field events, followed by a 
dance.    

My father told me this story of a 
Twelfth celebration that was to be 
held in North Onslow. The various 
lodges were marching to the grove 
where the picnic was to be held 
playing their fifes and drums. A 
farmer of the Roman Catholic reli-
gion met the men. He explained that 
his wife had just given birth to a son 
early that morning. If the Orange-
men would not play their musical 
instruments while marching past 
his farm house, the family would 
name their son William. The men 
agreed and silently marched by the 
Catholic farm gate.    

In 1884 the proceeds from the 
Twelfth Parade in Thorne Township 
was to go to the erection of a new 
church. This would have been St. 
Stephen’s Anglican Church in 
Greermount. Benevolence is and 
always has been a large part of the 
Orange Order.    

The Orange Order  
and Family History 
Was a member of your family a 
member of the Orange Order? Find-
ing memorabilia such as badges, a 
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hat, sash, collar, or pins is a very 
good indication that someone be-
longed to the Orange Order. Check 
the local newspapers, especially the 
December and January issues, as 
there might have been a write-up 
listing the new officers of the lodge 
for the upcoming year. The issue af-
ter the 12th of July would usually 
have an article about the celebra-
tion that listed the names of several 
members who had played a role in 
the day’s activities.    

The local lodge might have a mem-
bership roll for that lodge as well as 
any other local lodges that closed 
and mention whose membership 
was transferred to the current 
lodge. The proceedings of the pro-
vincial or Canadian grand lodges 
normally have the names of those in 
attendance as well as expulsions, 
suspensions, and local information.    

Brotherhood can be far-reaching. 
The Orange Order historian told me 
of a young lad from an Ontario 
county who enlisted in WW I. His 
uncle, an Orangeman, had concerns 
for his nephew, so he gave the 
young man a pin and told him to 
wear it on his uniform. At the Front 
a fellow soldier saw the pin and said 
an Orange greeting, but the young 

lad did not respond as expected. 
The soldier pointed to the pin and 
wanted to know why the lad had it 
on. The young fellow responded 
that his uncle had told him to wear 
the pin and he would be looked af-
ter. The lad made it back to Canada, 
as his uncle’s brothers treated him 
as their own.    

The Orange Order over the past 200 
years has played an important role 
in Canada and local communities. It 
has provided educational instruc-
tion to adults in life skills, benevo-
lence, social and family time,      
networking, and a brotherhood to 
create well-rounded members of 
the Order and their communities.    

Resources   
Members of the Grand Orange 
Lodge of Canada, the Grand Orange 
Lodge of Quebec, Ontario East  
lodges, and Pontiac County lodges 

The Pontiac Archives, Shawville, 
Quebec 

The Ottawa Citizen archived papers 

The Equity, Shawville, archived pa-
pers 

Alabamamaps.ua.edu/historical 
maps 
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Email president@bifhsgo.ca to volunteer! 
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DNA for Family History Research 

 BY WENDY CROOME 

Wendy has been researching her family history for over 40 years. 
In this article, she describes how she is beginning to use DNA in 
addition to traditional sources to break down a particular brick 
wall. She thanks John Reid, Gil Croome, and members of the Writ-
ing Group for their help with the article. 

 

eginnings 
At Christmas 2012, my hus-
band, Gil, and I each gave 
the other the gift of a DNA 

test from Family Tree DNA (FTDNA). 
At that time, we had no idea where 
this fascinating new science would 
lead. The concept of using genetics 
to complement traditional family 
history research was just beginning 
to filter into the general genealogy 
community. At that time, I don’t 
think I had even heard the term 
“genetic genealogy.” 

Once I received my DNA test results, 
I started studying. In the 50 years 
since my last biology class, my 
knowledge had rusted and an 
enormous number of new develop-
ments and discoveries had taken 
place. What struck me was that all 
humans are 99.9% identical, and 
that DNA testing for genetic geneal-
ogy focuses on the 0.1% of DNA 
where we differ. It was a good re-
minder that we are all human. 

Now, just four years later, numer-
ous ads are aired on TV, urging  

 

people to have their DNA tested to 
discover their ethnicity. Many peo-
ple consider that genealogy 
conferences are incomplete if they 
do not include presentations on ge-
netic genealogy. Even before going 
to one of these sessions there is an 
excellent place to start learning 
about genetic genealogy: the ency-
clopedia developed and maintained 
by the International Society of Ge-
netic Genealogy, at http://isogg. 
org/wiki/Wiki_Welcome_Page. 

DNA Overview 
Every cell in our bodies contains 
DNA. Most of this DNA is contained 
in the nucleus of the cell, where it is 
packaged into 23 pairs of chromo-
somes. Each chromosome is in the 
now-familiar double helix structure 
that resembles a twisted ladder. 
One pair of chromosomes consists 
of the sex chromosomes. A female 
gets two X chromosomes, one from 
her mother and one from her father. 
A male gets an X chromosome from 
his mother and a Y chromosome 
from his father.  

B 
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The other 22 pairs of chromosomes, 
numbered 1 through 22, are called 
autosomes. I had to keep reminding 
myself that we have two of each 
numbered chromosome. If I could 
look at my chromosome 16, for ex-
ample, I would actually see a pair of 
chromosomes—one chromosome 
16 inherited from my father and the 
other from my mother—but I 
wouldn’t be able to tell which was 
which by looking at them. 

In addition to the DNA in the cell 
nucleus, autosomes and X and Y 
chromosomes, we also have a small 
amount of DNA outside the cell nu-
cleus. This DNA is contained in 
structures called mitochondria—
often referred to as the “power-
houses” of the cell—and is termed 
mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA). 

Y-DNA, X-DNA, autosomal DNA 
(atDNA), and mtDNA can all be used 
for genetic genealogy, but in differ-
ent ways and for different purposes. 
In discussing genetic genealogy, 
speakers and writers sometimes 
use the term “maternal DNA.” In 
some cases they are referring to     
X-DNA and in other cases they are 
referring to mitochondrial DNA. Un-
fortunately, I discovered that they 
sometimes don’t even realize that 
X-DNA and mtDNA are two com-
pletely different things. 

Through attending presentations 
and reading blogs, I was excited to 
learn that some people had broken 
down genealogical brick walls using 

DNA. In my case, there is one par-
ticular brick wall that Gil and I are 
both trying to bash through, be-
cause we are second cousins on that 
side of the family. 

Our most recent common ancestors 
are Isaac Croome (1841–1911) and 
his wife Emily Whiting (1839–
1914), who lived in Gloucestershire, 
England. Over the years, we have 
discovered and researched many of 
Emily Whiting’s ancestors. On Isaac 
Croome’s side, however, we have 
found only his parents: John 
Croome (born about 1784, died 
1844) and Eleanor Freeman (born 
about 1800, died 1879). We identi-
fied these two ancestors more than 
30 years ago, but despite much 
searching we have found neither of 
their origins. Once we had our DNA 
tested, Gil and I wondered if one or 
both of us had inherited DNA from 
Isaac Croome that could help to 
break down this long-standing brick 
wall. 

Y-DNA 
Y-DNA mutates slowly, so it is used 
for deep ancestry and population 
studies. It is the most straightfor-
ward type of DNA to use in genetic 
genealogy, because each man inher-
its his Y chromosome virtually 
unchanged from his father, and his 
father’s father, and so on. Thus, the 
Y chromosome can be helpful in de-
termining one specific line of male 
ancestors, especially in cultures like 
ours, where children usually take  
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their father’s surname. You can see 
on the left side of Figure 1 the inher-
itance path of Y-DNA. If two men 
match each other closely on the Y-
DNA, and especially if they have the 
same or similar surnames, it is 
probable that they have a common 
male ancestor, and they might be 
able to determine who that person 
was. 

As a female, I don’t have a Y chro-
mosome to test, but Gil had taken a 
Y-DNA test, and we hoped it would 
help lead us to our Croome ances-
tors. When Gil received his results, 
he was informed that he belongs to 
Y haplogroup R-M198. That meant 

nothing to us, but we continued to 
learn. 

FTDNA includes projects that peo-
ple can join. Gil joined one called 
Groom/Croom and variants. The 
project has about 60 members, but 
unfortunately none of the other 
Groom/Crooms are in haplogroup 
R-M198, so that did not provide any 
leads. Gil also joined a project called 
R1a, which includes people like him 
with Y-DNA in the haplogroup R-
M198. The project has over 5,000 
members, who the project’s admin-
istrators have grouped into smaller 
groups whose DNA is most similar. 
Gil is included in a group of about 

Figure 1: DNA Inheritance Patterns 
Source: adapted from http://genealem-geneticgenealogy.blogspot.ca/2015/08/mtdna-or-whos-your-
mommy-part-1-by.html 
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50 men, none with the surname 
Croom(e), and few whose surnames 
match each other, so that did not 
provide any leads either.  

Within FTDNA is the option to see 
who in its database has DNA that 
matches yours, for each type of 
DNA. Gil’s closest Y-DNA match is 
with a man whose surname is 
Grimes. After a lively exchange of 
emails, we learned that the most 
distant Y-line ancestor of Gil’s 
match is George Grimes, who lived 
in Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucester-
shire, from 1820 to 1887. Wotton-
under-Edge is only 10 miles (16 km) 
from Minchinhampton, where our 
earliest-known Croome ancestor, 
John Croome, died in 1844. That is a 
tantalizingly close geographical 
connection, but obviously two very 
different surnames.  

One possibility is that Gil’s and his 
match’s common ancestor lived be-
fore people used surnames. Another 
possibility is that there was an NPE 
(non-paternal event) in one family 
or the other, which could mean ei-
ther that Gil’s surname should really 
be Grimes or that the other man’s 
surname should be Croome. We 
hope to solve this mystery someday, 
with more information and more 
people taking DNA tests. For now, 
we have put it aside. 

Mitochondrial DNA 
Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) is like 
Y-DNA in that it comes to us from 

only one specific line of ancestors. 
While Y-DNA allows us to follow our 
father’s father’s father’s line, mtDNA 
allows us to follow our mother’s 
mother’s mother’s line, depicted on 
the far right side of Figure 1. Every-
one, male or female, inherits mtDNA 
from their mother, but only females 
pass it on. MtDNA mutates even 
more slowly than Y-DNA, making it 
useful for population studies and 
migration patterns, but the muta-
tion rate is so slow that it is of 
limited use for genetic genealogy. 
Two people can have identical 
mtDNA and not share a common 
ancestor for hundreds or even thou-
sands of years.  

In some cases, mtDNA can be useful 
in confirming or refuting a suspect-
ed relationship if it is on the 
mother’s side, but in my quest for 
our ancestors on the Croome side of 
our family—Gil’s father’s father’s  
father’s line and my mother’s         
father’s father’s line—neither my 
mtDNA nor Gil’s is of use. 

X-DNA 
The third type of DNA, X-DNA, is not 
usually used on its own for genetic 
genealogy, though it can be used in 
conjunction with autosomal DNA 
(atDNA). From his or her mother, 
everyone inherits one X chromo-
some. A female inherits a second X 
chromosome from her father. For a 
male, however, the sex chromosome 
that he inherits from his father is 
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the Y chromosome—that is what 
makes him male. This unique inher-
itance pattern is not shown on 
Figure 1, but the key point is that 
the X chromosome cannot be inher-
ited through two generations of 
males. In my search for relatives on 
the Croome side of the family, I am 
looking for people related both to 
Gil and to me through at least two 
generations of males; therefore if 
we match someone on the X chro-
mosome, we know it is not through 
the Croome line. 

Autosomal DNA 
The fourth type of DNA, autosomal 
DNA (atDNA), is where more and 
more emphasis is being placed in 
genetic genealogy. This is the DNA 
that Ancestry is advertising when 
they show you sending in a DNA 
sample and magically growing your 
family tree. The process is definitely 
not that easy, but the ad is correct in 
showing that atDNA can be inherit-
ed from every one of your ances-
tors. In the diagram, that would be 
all 16 of your g-g-grandparents (and 
their ancestors, of course). 

The basic concept of autosomal DNA 
is explained here by CeCe Moore, an 
expert in genetic genealogy. 

Fifty percent of our atDNA comes 
from our mother and 50% comes 
from our father. Since our parents 
each received 50% of their atDNA 
from each of their parents, it follows 

that we inherited about 25% of our 
atDNA from each of our grandpar-
ents. This percentage, which is 
somewhat variable, is cut in half 
with each generation as we go fur-
ther up our family tree. . . . [W]e 
inherit about 12.5% of our atDNA 
from each great grandparent and 
about 6.25% from each of our 
2nd great grandparents.1 

When you submit a DNA sample for 
an autosomal DNA test, the testing 
company will compare your atDNA 
to that of everyone else in their da-
tabase, searching for people who 
have significant stretches or “seg-
ments” of atDNA in common with 
you. If two people share enough 
atDNA, then it follows that they in-
herited it from a relatively recent 
common ancestor, usually in the last 
three to eight generations.  

The testing company will show you 
a list of people who match you, with 
a prediction of how closely you are 
related to each match. Generally, the 
more atDNA two people have in 
common, the more closely they are 
related and, thus, the more recent 
their common ancestors. 

In my search for relatives on the 
Croome side of the family, autoso-
mal DNA holds the most promise, 
because I could potentially find 
people who match Gil or me, or both 
of us, through one of Isaac Croome’s 
parents, John Croome or Eleanor 
Freeman.  
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Figure 2: County of Gloucestershire 
Source: Adapted from Simon Jenkins England’s Thousand Best 
Churches, p. 202, (Penguin Books, 2000) 

Not surprisingly, Gil and I show as 
matches to each other on FTDNA, 
well within the predicted range of 
the shared amount of DNA for sec-
ond cousins. We also found a few 
people on FTDNA, and on a free site 
called GEDMatch, who are our 
shared “DNA cousins”; that is, these 
people are DNA matches to both of 
us. However, through looking at 
their trees and corresponding with 
them we have so far been unable to 
establish a Croome or a Freeman 
connection.                                              

In the case of one 
very promising 
match, we deter-
mined that our con-
nection with that 
person is probably 
through an ancestor 
of Isaac Croome’s 
wife, Emily Whiting, 
and not through 
Isaac’s parents’ 
Croome or Freeman 
lines. 

After spending over 
a year searching for 
potential Croome or 
Freeman matches 
through FTDNA and 
GEDMatch, Gil and I 
both decided to have 
our autosomal DNA 
tested with an Ances-
try company, Ances-
try DNA. This com-
pany has the largest 

database of testers, and therefore 
has many more potential matches. 
We weren’t sure what to expect, be-
cause the majority of people who 
have tested with Ancestry DNA are 
American. 

Because one of Gil’s grandmothers 
was an American whose ancestors 
had been in the United States for 
many generations, we were not 
surprised when he found matches 
on Ancestry DNA. He was pleased to 
discover that he shares DNA with 
several people who have paper 
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trails back to his known ancestors. 
It is a good confirmation that the 
traditional research is accurate. 

I was pleasantly surprised to find 
that I, too, have several matches on 
Ancestry DNA. One was not a total 
surprise, as it is through an ances-
tor’s sister and I knew that the 
sister had emigrated from England 
to the U.S. Another two matches 
were unexpected. One of them, a 
woman who lives in Australia, 
shares an ancestral couple with me 
in Ireland. This newly discovered 
fourth cousin sent me a wonderful 
obituary of my g-g-grandmother’s 
brother. Another match, a fourth 
cousin on a completely different 
line, lives in England, in the village 
where our shared ancestors lived in 
the early 1800s. She has sent me 
lovely photos and information 
about the village. 

As for a link to John Croome or El-
eanor Freeman, Gil and I discovered 
that each of us has some DNA 
matches who have a direct ancestor 
with the surname Croom(e). Several 
of these matches are to people in 
the U.S. whose Croom family has 
been in North America since before 
1700. If we are related to these 
people through the Croome line, we 
are unlikely to be able to prove the 
connection. 

We do, however, have some match-
es that are more promising than the 
American ones. The first record we 

have of our John Croome is his mar-
riage in Minchinhampton, Gloucest-
ershire, in 1835. On Ancestry, we 
found DNA connections to three 
people who have Croom(e) ances-
tors from Gloucestershire. These 
ancestors are: Mary Croom, who 
lived from 1719 to 1754 in Nails-
worth, 3 miles (5 km) from 
Minchinhampton; Sarah Croom, 
who married in 1823 in Wotton-
under-Edge, 10 miles (16 km) from 
Minchinhampton; and Julia Ann 
Croome, who was born in 1784 in 
Berkeley, 12 miles (19 km) from 
Minchinhampton. 

As you can see on Figure 2, these 
places are all in one small part of 
Gloucestershire, so we have been 
researching Mary, Sarah, and Julia 
Ann. While we have found records 
to expand each of their family trees, 
we have not yet found a clue to a 
connection with our John Croome, 
nor any connections among the 
three families. We continue to pur-
sue traditional research in the 
records, and continue to hope for 
more DNA matches. We live in hope 
that someday we will break through 
the brick wall blocking us from John 
Croome’s origin. 

Reference Note 
1 Geni Blog (https://www.geni.com/ 

blog/dna-testing-for-genealogy-
getting-started-part-three-
376261.html) 
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The Cutler with a Social Conscience:                      

Joseph Banks Durham, 1816–1899 
BY TERRY AND TAD FINDLEY 

This is the story of the second great-uncle of Tad Findley, who is 
married to the author of the article, Terry Findley. Terry has 
spent the last 20 years researching 32 branches of his and Tad’s 
families. Together, this retired Canadian Forces couple has em-
barked on a project to produce 12 issues of a magazine entitled 
Many Families. To date, they have published two issues and 
have a third on the way. Each issue follows two or three 

branches and includes stories and research information to assist other genealogists 
and family historians. For additional information, the Findleys can be reached at 
manyfamilies@rogers.com.

ost everyone knows some-
one who does not like his 
or her given names; how-

ever, in the case of Joseph Banks 
Durham (hereafter called “JB” for 
brevity), he liked his names—you 
might even say that he loved them. 
He was exceedingly proud of being 
named after his godfather: Sir        
Joseph Banks, an internationally  
renowned, world-travelling English 
naturalist, botanist, and patron of 
the natural sciences, who also sup-
ported the settlement and agricul-
ture of New South Wales. Thus 
Durham chose every opportunity to 
remind everyone that he was so-
named and signed all correspond-
ence with his full name. He also 
seized every occasion to trade upon 
his relationship with his grandfa-
ther, John Rotton, a well-known 
London cutler styled “By Appoint-
ment to His Royal Highness (HRH) 
The Prince of Wales.” To a lesser ex-

tent, he would remind people that 
his father, Robert Keith Archibald 
Durham, had taken over the Rotton 
cutler business. JB was successful in 
his own right because he too achiev-
ed a much-coveted royal warrant 

M 

Figure 1: Bust of Sir Joseph Banks 
Source: British Library, 2012 
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styled “By Special Appointment to 
HRH Prince Albert,” a phrase that 
always appeared in his print adver-
tisements. Thus you might think 
that Durham was simply another 
one of those pompous and self-
absorbed early Victorians from 
London, but you would be mistaken. 
Yes, he moved in remarkable social 
circles and yes, he demonstrated 
exceptional craftsmanship as a high-
ly successful, award-winning cutler. 
But there was another side to the 
man: he had an extraordinary social 
conscience, one which he main-
tained throughout his life. What 
follows is an all-too-brief narrative 
about a man who was acutely aware 
of what was going on around him in 
the rookeries (slums) of London—
especially the one known as the 
“Rookery of St. Giles”—and he took 
action to bring about social change. 
Durham may even have influenced 
the vaunted Victorian novelist, 
Charles Dickens.  

The Early Years, 1816–1845 
Son of Robert Keith Archibald 
Durham and Sarah Mary Rotton,   
Joseph Banks Durham was born at 
home on Broad Street, Westminster, 
on 15 April 1816, was baptized at 
St. James, Westminster (today 
known as St. James’s Church Picca-
dilly) on 11 July 1816, and was 
named for his father’s employer, Sir 
Joseph Banks. Following Banks’ 
death and the windup of his affairs, 
JB’s father transitioned from being 

Sir Joseph’s personal secretary to 
being a London coal merchant and 
did so in 1822. In the next couple of 
years, Robert saw that JB was a 
bright young boy with potential; 
and so, on 18 March 1826, Robert 
enrolled JB in St. Paul’s School to 
help him get a “good start.”  

After Robert’s in-laws—John and 
Mary Cecilia Rotton—passed away 
respectively in 1834 and 1837, 
Robert disposed of his coal mer-
chant commerce and took over 
stewardship of John Rotton’s lucra-
tive cutlery enterprise, made even 
more so because of Robert’s many 
connections. He operated a cutlery 
business at 261 Regent Street, an 
address with great cachet. With 
Robert’s death on 16 December 

Figure 2: St. James, Westminster, 1814 
Source: ©Trustees of the British Museum 
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1842, JB enthusiastically assumed 
the mantle of his father’s cutlery 
business. He brought drive, deter-
mination, innovation, and personal 
craftsmanship to a thriving enter-
prise. This was a field of endeavour 
tailor-made for the self-confident 
Joseph Banks Durham. 

Within two years of assuming the 
business, Durham’s advertisements 
in the print media revealed that he 
truly understood the principles of 
effective advertising. First, he estab-
lished his credibility as a cutler by 
reminding the reader, for example, 
that he was the grandson of the 
former John Rotton, cutler to the 
Royal Family. Second, he stressed 
his product lines, service support, 
and the warranty on his goods. 
Third, his target audience was very 
specific: the nobility, the gentry, 
military officers, and regiments. 
Fourth, his communication media 
were newspapers and magazines 
that would be read by his target au-
dience, such as The Court Gazette 
and Fashionable Guide, The Sports-
man’s Magazine of Life in London 
and the Country, and London’s Daily 
News.  

On 24 August 1844, as an estab-
lished cutler and businessman with 
a good income, Joseph Banks 
Durham married Margaret Agnes 
Edie in the Parish of Bromley St. 
Leonard, County of Middlesex 
(about three miles northeast of 

Charing Cross, not to be confused 
with Bromley, County of Kent).  

Durham never missed an opportuni-
ty to boost the promotion of new 
products such as the Durham Ducie 
hunting and travelling knife. For  
example, at the end of September 
1845, he sent a specimen of his 
knife to Windsor Castle for Prince 
Albert to see; a return letter report-
ed that “his Royal Highness is much 
pleased with the ingenuity of Mr. 
Durham's invention.” Thus, Durham 
had a ringing endorsement for his 
new knife—one that he exploited in 
subsequent print advertisements. 

The Middle Years, 1846–1852 
In 1846, Joseph Banks Durham was 
summoned to perform jury duty at 
the Old Bailey (also known as the 
Justice Hall, the Sessions House, and 
the Central Criminal Court) and that 
experience undoubtedly helped 
shape his “social conscience” in the 
coming years. By way of back-
ground and to give a flavour for 
what type of cases he heard, here 
are some illuminating facts. On 
three different dates in the eleventh 
session of the Central Criminal 
Court, beginning on 21 September 
1846, JB listened to 21 cases involv-
ing five females (the youngest was 
24 years old and the oldest was 41) 
and 17 males (the youngest was 14 
years old and the oldest was 75). 
Four of the defendants (one female 
and three males) had been previ-
ously convicted and had served 
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Figure 3: Sessions House, Old Bailey, 1812 
Source: ©Trustees of the British Museum 

prison time for their offences—an 
important factor when deciding 
sentence if found guilty a second 
time. The charges against the de-
fendants ranged from “larceny by 
servant” at the low end of serious 
crimes (about 25 per cent of the 
cases) through “robbery with vio-
lence” and “maliciously stabbing to 
do bodily harm” (two cases) all the 
way to “felonious killing and slay-
ing” at the high end of offences (one 
case). Of note, other forms of theft—
burglary, house breaking, and horse 
stealing—accounted for about an-
other 25 per cent of the cases. 

Two trials serve to illustrate the va-
riety of cases before the court. First, 
a 14-year-old boy pleaded guilty to 
stealing a gold sovereign coin (nom-
inal value of one pound sterling and 

worth about CAD$175 today) from 
his master’s monies. For his trou-
bles, the boy was sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment. As a jury 
member, Durham understood his 
obligation to uphold the law; how-
ever, I believe that he got no plea-
sure from performing this particu-
lar duty. In fact, most cases that he 
heard involved men and women of 
poor means who were trying to sur-
vive in the rookeries of London.  

Second, in a trial about “maliciously 
stabbing to do bodily harm,” the ag-
grieved person re-enacted the 
stabbing scene for the court to see 

and proclaimed 
what he had said 
to the villain, 
“You vagabond, 
you have stabbed 
me!” The words 
seem quaint to-
day but were 
harsh back then. 
Although the jury 
followed the law, 
the sentence 
passed was sur-
prisingly at the 
low end for the 
crime: 18 months’ 

imprisonment. Conversely, in a trial 
dealing with a similar offence, “rob-
bery with violence,” where the 
indicted robbers were recidivists, 
the jury had no difficulty finding the 
miscreants guilty and the sentenc-
ing implication therefrom: trans-
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portation to New South Wales for 
10 years. 

This stint as a jury member certain-
ly would have had a marked impact 
on Durham. He was looking at the 
underbelly of London’s slums and 
the poverty therein. He saw first-
hand the consequences of London’s 
social problems, which may have 
motivated him to bring about a 
measure of social change.  

Over the years, countless 
books and university theses 
have focused on the role of 
Charles Dickens in drawing 
the attention of the Victorian 
reading public to the ills of 
Britain’s industrial society, 
such as economic deprivation 
of the lower classes, slum 
housing, bad sanitation, con-
tagious diseases, and so forth. 
Although Dickens was not the 
first Victorian novelist to iden-
tify the foregoing social prob-
lems, he was unquestionably 
more successful in doing so 
than his predecessors and 
peers. Of Dickens’ 14 novels, 
one is consistently rated at or 
near the top of all lists: Bleak 
House. For example, in 2015, 
Time—in its book section arti-
cle “Counting Down Dickens’ 
Greatest Novels”—proclaims 
Bleak House as “Number 1.” 
Parenthetically, Bleak House 
was first published in 19 three- and 
four-chapter monthly instalments 
from March 1852 to September 

1853, with many newspapers print-
ing extracts from the novel. The 
theme of sanitation (or lack thereof) 
stands out in Dickens’ treatment of 
the slum-living conditions in Bleak 
House, notably in the houses of the 
brickmaker and Tom-All-Alone. The 
setting for these houses bears an 
uncanny resemblance to the rook-
ery of St. Giles in the Fields where 
Durham centred his criticisms of 
slum-living conditions.  

Figure 4: Tom-All-Alone’s 
Source: illustration by H. K. Browne, in 

Bleak House, 1853 
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Durham was very familiar with all 
aspects of life in the Parish of Saint 
Giles in the Fields, including the 
plight of the impoverished and their 
deplorable living conditions, espe-
cially on Church Lane and Carrier 
Street. Not one to sit and do noth-
ing, on 23 June 1849, he wrote a 
letter of complaint to the General 
Board of Health. This was over 2½ 
years before the first instalment of 
Bleak House appeared at book-
sellers or as extracts in newspapers. 

Two weeks later, on 9 July 1849, an 
article titled “Our Sanitary Remon-
strants” [angry complainants or 
protesters] appeared in London’s 
The Times newspaper. This news 
item was unusual because the pub-
lic’s attention was rarely drawn to 
the misery and disease existing in 
the rookeries of London except 
through police reports, inquests, 
and returns of sanitary commis-
sioners and medical officers. This 
article was incredibly detailed con-
cerning the foregoing notorious 
streets. Frankly, the ghastly condi-
tions were truly mind-numbing and 
stomach-churning. After reading the 
news item, Durham earnestly con-
tinued his letter-writing campaign, 
one that was like no other. Of note, 
he did not correspond with the edi-
tor of The Times; rather, he contin-
ued to take the matter directly to 
the bureaucracy—the General 
Board of Health, the Metropolitan 
Commission of Sewers, the  

Commissioners of Police of the Me-
tropolis, the civil parish admin-
istration, and the Home Office. To 
say that JB got the runaround would 
be an understatement. “Pass-the-
buck” was de rigueur, as no one ac-
cepted responsibility for doing 
anything to remedy the situation. By 
early August 1850, Durham had re-
ceived over a dozen “unhelpful” 
responses. Needless to say, he was 
highly frustrated and very disap-
pointed that he had not been able to 
improve the conditions and lives of 
those dwelling on Church Lane and 
Carrier Street. 

By happenstance, on or around      
10 August 1850, the editor of The 
Times dropped by Durham’s cutler 
shop at 456 Oxford Street to make a 
small purchase. The editor—having 
just observed Church Lane and Car-
rier Street, where nothing seemed 
to have changed since the 9 July 
1849 article—made an offhand re-
mark to JB that he (the editor) had 
been given assurances over a year 
before that change would happen. 
Evidently, when told this, Durham 
silently opened a desk drawer, re-
trieved a packet of letters that he 
had received from the General 
Board of Health, the Sewers Office, 
the Home Office, and so forth, and 
placed them in the editor’s hands. 
The editor could not believe his 
eyes. He immediately left the shop, 
went home, and searched for the 
proofs of the 9 July 1849 article. 
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The next day, he returned with his 
documents. Not surprisingly, this 
man knew someone who could 
help—Charles Purton Cooper, QC 
(Queen’s Counsel), FRS (Fellow of 
the Royal Society). A prolific writer, 
Cooper never shied away from po-
litically sensitive topics, and signif-
icantly, he could always put issues 
into easily understood terms. So, on 
13 August 1850, Durham sent 
Cooper a scathing letter about the 
inaction to redress the state of the 
two streets in St. Giles’s Parish and 
gave a detailed accounting of the 
situation. It seems that Durham de-
livered his correspondence by hand 
so that he could answer any of 
Cooper’s questions and, more im-
portantly, so that Cooper could 
grasp Durham’s frustration.     

Cooper then turned around and 
published a pamphlet (small, thin 
book published by a bookseller) en-
titled Letter to the Rt. Hon. Sir 
George Grey, Bt., M.P., Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for the Home De-
partment. From Charles Purton 
Cooper, Esq., F.R.S., with Papers Re-
specting the Sanitary State of Part of 
the Parish of St. Giles in the Fields, 
London. The pamphlet included cop-
ies of all the letters sent and receiv-
ed by Durham. Cooper’s opening let-
ter to Sir George dated 11 Novem-
ber 1850 pointedly says, in part: “It 
is not necessary that you should 
have the mortification of reading 
the remarks, which I have had the 

mortification of hearing. My object 
may be attained without the inflic-
tion of that pain, it being merely to 
apprise you that the state of things, 
to which it seems your notice was 
drawn in May last [1850],  remains 
unaltered; and that without your in-
tervention, it will, I greatly fear, 
remain unaltered when the Exhibi-
tion of next  year opens [the 
emphasis is mine].” 

Cooper cleverly linked Sir George 
Grey’s intervention as necessary to 
avoid a blot on the Great Exhibition 
starting on 1 May 1851. The exhibi-
tion, which was championed by 
none other than Prince Albert, was 
to celebrate “the works of industry 
of all nations.”  

Some reputable authors have con-
cluded that there is no evidence that 
Durham’s letter-writing campaign 
produced any direct results. Never-
theless, those same people acknow-
ledge that JB’s protest reached a 
broader public audience after 
Cooper published his pamphlet, Re-
specting the Sanitary State of Church 
Lane and Carrier Street, which sev-
eral prominent booksellers sold.  

Notwithstanding the conclusions 
drawn concerning Durham’s efforts, 
careful research of London newspa-
pers of the day, such as The Morning 
Post, The Standard, and Lloyd’s 
Weekly Newspaper, tells a far differ-
ent story. 
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Despite Durham’s frequent 
complaints to parish authorities 
(including the overseer of the 
Parish of St. Giles in the Fields) 
about the shocking state of con-
ditions on the two streets, the 
parish authorities neglected to 
take any action to rectify the 
situation until JB had them 
served with a summons on         
1 November 1850. Durham also 
had summonses served on sev-
eral landlords who many people 
would derisively call slumlords 
today. Appearing before the 
magistrate of Bow Street on       
9 November 1850, Durham pub-
licly recounted his complaints 
about the filth, overcrowding, 
contagious diseases, inadequate 
human waste disposal, and so 
forth. The parish’s overseer hid 
behind the plan that called for a 
sewer to “cleanse the area” some-
time in the future. The magistrate 
was dumbfounded. After considera-
ble discussion about the “danger 
arising from the abominable condi-
tion of the locality,” the magistrate 
severely reprimanded each of the 
defendants and gave them a week to 
clean up everything and remove the 
nuisances. He then threatened the 
defendants that if the houses were 
not cleaned up within a week, he 
would have men do so and the de-
fendants would pay for all expenses! 
Finally, Durham had succeeded in 
rectifying the sanitary conditions in 
St Giles’ Parish. 

Charles Dickens, as a well-read man, 
always kept his ear to the ground 
and had already established himself 
as a social critic. Thus, it should 
come as no surprise that Dickens 
would have been well aware of 
Durham’s efforts to clean up Church 
Lane and Carrier Street in the rook-
ery of St. Giles. In 1850, Dickens had 
a rough story outline in mind for his 
next novel, which we know today 
was to be Bleak House. Thus, he 
needed to walk the streets and lanes 
of London’s rookeries to get a real-
world feel for life there at night. 
Somehow, Dickens was able to con-

Figure 5: St. Giles in the Fields, 1837 
Source:  The British Library 
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vince Inspector Field (Scotland 
Yard’s chief detective) to take him 
(Dickens) on a guided tour—from 
dusk to dawn—of several danger-
ous rookeries, including St. Giles’s. 
For safety’s sake, a squad of police-
men accompanied them and           
remained close at hand, especially 
when they entered the rookery of 
St. Giles. 

In Bleak House, as usual, Dickens 
drew upon many real people and 
places but imaginatively trans-
formed them. The rookery of St. 
Giles is clearly one of the novel’s 
settings, but what about its charac-
ters? Sometimes serendipity 
provides us with some truly amaz-
ing discoveries. For example, in The 
Victorian Novelist: Social Problems 
and Social 
Change 
(1987), Kate 
Flint (editor) 
says, “Joseph 
Banks Dur-
ham, cutler 
from new Ox-
ford Street 
and, accord-
ing to [Tre-
vor] Blount ... 
[is] a living 
analogue for 
Snagsby.” 
Blount—an 
accomplished writer specializing in 
all things Dickens—says in effect 
that Durham was the model for Mr. 

Snagsby, a major character in Bleak 
House.  So there you have it: Charles 
Dickens and Joseph Banks Durham 
were both concerned with the plight 
of the poor and were not afraid to 
say so.  

By 1851, JB had married, fathered 
three children, moved his shop to 
456 Oxford Street, and hired 20 
employees. Always on the lookout 
for new products to sell and oppor-
tunities to expand sales, Durham 
recognized that the Great Exhibition 
of 1851 would be his chance to truly 
make his mark on the world’s stage. 
The Great Exhibition was to be the 
first international exposition of 
manufactured products, and those 
items were to be showcased in a 
purpose-built Crystal Palace in 

Figure 6: The Crystal Palace erected in  
Hyde Park for the  

Great Exhibition of 1851  

Source: ©Trustees of the British Museum 
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Hyde Park. Prizes were to be award-
ed in 30 categories of manufactured 
goods, including Class 23: “Works in 
Precious Metals, Jewellery, Articles 
of Virtue, Etc. Working in Precious 
Metals, and in Their Imitation, Jew-
ellery, and all Articles of Virtue and 
Luxury, Not Included in the Other 
Classes.” Durham saw his opening 
and took it: he decided to create a 
chatelaine—the name used to de-
scribe a belt hook with useful imple-
ments worn by women—and        
entered it in Class 23. In so doing, he 
was going head-to-head with the 
centre of the jewelry trade in Eng-
land: Birmingham. In particular, the 
battle of ornamental steel work was 
shaping up to be between Birming-
ham and London or, put another 
way, mechanized production in 
Birmingham versus handmade in 
London. As an aside, because 
Durham was such a well-regarded 
craftsman, he was chosen as the 
deputy chairman for the jurors of 
Class 21: “Cutlery and Edge Tools.” 

The Class 23 jury was so impressed 
with the consummate craftsman-
ship of Durham’s elaborate chate-
laine that he was awarded the prize 
medal for his entry. In Reports by 
the Juries (1852), the jury states: 
“Amongst the articles made of steel 
submitted to their examination, the 
Jury have remarked a beautiful 
chatelaine, entirely of wrought 
steel: it is composed of twelve piec-
es, adjusted with extreme care, and 
covered with faceted ornaments; 

several of the pieces, such as the 
étui [a small ornamental case for 
holding needles, cosmetics, and oth-
er articles], the key, the tablets, and 
the almanack [sic], have required 
very long and skillful work, and 
twelve months were required to 
complete this chatelaine. It was 
made entirely in London, and not a 
single piece of it was stamped.”  

During the exhibition, Durham’s 
chatelaine was not without detrac-
tors. For example, in an Exhibition 
Supplement to The London Illustrat-
ed News on 9 August 1851, a caption 
lampoons the chatelaine: “Here is a 
specimen, in its utmost complete-
ness, of those petits affaires de rien 
without which young ladies of the 
present day fancy they are not 
properly equipped for the domestic 
circle. Future generations of readers 
will stare and rub their eyes when 
they contemplate this childish deco-
ration of their grandmothers.” 
Ridiculing a chatelaine was not 
something new: John Leech—noted 
English caricaturist and illustrator 
for Punch, or the London Charivari 
magazine—did so in 1849 in two 
stinging satirical cartoons. Notwith-
standing the barbs the print media 
directed against the chatelaine as 
fashionable jewellery, its popularity 
endured.  

Today, Durham’s chatelaine is on 
permanent display in London’s Vic-
toria and Albert Museum in the 
Jewellery Gallery, Room 91. My wife 
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and I first saw this extraordinary 
piece of jewellery in September 
2012. Perhaps we are biased, but 
we were stunned by its magnifi-
cence and found it hard to believe 
that it was made of cut-steel over 
170 years ago.  

The “Down-Under” Years, 
1853–1899 
Sometime in 1853, inspired to ex-
pand his colonial business interests 
or perhaps to escape from marital 
discord, JB left England for the Brit-
ish colony of New South Wales: a 
sea voyage of over 15,800 miles and 
taking around 100 days to achieve. 
Of note, JB’s older brother, Robert 
George Durham, had made the same 
trip with his wife and eight children 
in 1839. JB left behind his 31-year-

old wife, Margaret Agnes, and 
four small children: Arthur 
Edie (about 8 years old), Jo-
seph Banks Jr. (about 5), Alex-
ander Campbell (about 3), and 
Anne Marie Campbell (about 
1). Within the year, JB had     
established himself as Mel-
bourne’s first and only cutler 
and had a shop in the brand-
new Queen’s Arcade. Mean-
while, Margaret undoubtedly 
struggled to raise her young 
family and, until the day she 
died in 1919 at age 97, she 
proclaimed that she was a 
“widow of independent 

means.” Meanwhile, JB’s business 
thrived and not surprisingly, he be-
came romantically involved with 
Annie Grace Walker. They were 
married on 9 May 1860 in Parra-
matta, New South Wales, some 
seven years after JB had left Eng-
land. Of note, in the St. John’s Parish 
Church marriage register, Durham’s 
marital status was recorded as 
“Bachelor” and he penned: “I, Joseph 
Banks Durham do hereby declare 
that I am a Member of the Church of 
England.” No record could be found 
to indicate that JB and Margaret 
were ever divorced.  

In the years that followed, JB and 
Annie had five known children, all 
of whom died in infancy. After An-
nie died in 1885 at 55 years of age, 
JB immersed himself in his work, 
the Church, and community affairs. 

Figure 6: Cut steel chatelaine, circa 1850 
Source: © Victoria and Albert Museum, London 
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Forever a man with a social con-
science, Durham was a most prolific 
writer to the editor of the local 
newspaper wherever he lived. 
Those lengthy letters on diverse 
subjects reveal a man with great 
knowledge and strength of charac-
ter. Also, he seems to have kept up 
with what was happening in the 
Durham family back in England, be-
cause many of their death notices 
appear in the colony’s newspapers 
thanks to him. JB never forgot what 
his godfather—Sir Joseph Banks—
had done for Australian coloniza-
tion and natural sciences; and so, 
Durham was forever championing 

the cause of preserving Sir Joseph 
Banks’ memory with statues, 
plaques, and so forth. Joseph Banks 
Durham, at 83 years of age, passed 
away on 3 December 1899 at Sum-
mer Hill, New South Wales, having 
lived in Australia for over 45 years. 
He led a truly noteworthy and fasci-
nating life—and he kept his social 
conscience throughout.    

Note: 
No references are included here, as 
they are too numerous; for details 
contact the authors through      
manyfamilies@rogers.com.

This is the third in our series of biographies of World War I soldiers who died at         
No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station; they appear in the station’s database on 
www.bifhsgo.ca. This soldier was researched by volunteer Lynne Willoughby. 

Captain Shaver Eadie© 
8th Canadian Battalion 

born: 27 March 1859 – died: 2 March 1916

haver Eadie was among the 
first to enlist in the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force (CEF) 

once war was declared. He listed 
himself as an “orchardist” from 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, when he 
signed on in Valcartier, Quebec, on 
22 September 1914.1 He was re-
cruited to the CEF as a captain and 
joined up with his old battalion, “the 
Little Black Devils,” or more correct-

ly, the 90th Winnipeg Rifles.2 They 
formed part of the 8th Canadian In-
fantry Battalion. Shaver’s wife, Kate 
Mussen, (b. 1857)3 had likely died in 
June 19104 and his daughter Ger-
trude (b. 1884)5 and son Reginald 
(b. 1890)6 were now both adults. 
Perhaps that influenced his decision 
to enlist. On his attestation papers, 
Shaver gave his year of birth as 
1869, thus stating that he was 10 

We Shall Remember Them 

S 
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Figure 1: Major Shaver Eadie, in the Royal 
Winnipeg Rifles, ca. 1886–1890 

Source: the University of Winnipeg Archives, 

Western Canadian Pictorial Index, image no. 

17348, Collection: Royal Winnipeg Rifles    

Museum 

years younger than his actual age.7 
He was, in fact, 55 years of age 
when he volunteered. 

Shaver had long been associated 
with the 90th Winnipeg Rifles, hav-
ing served in the militia for four 
years, from 1886 to 1890. He held 
various ranks in the militia, ranging 
from private to major, during that 
time.8 His brother, Lewis Eadie, of 
Oakland, Manitoba, also served with 
the 90th Winnipeg Rifles and saw 
action during the Riel Rebellion.9, 10 

Captain Eadie was born of Scottish/ 
Irish/German and Loyalist stock 
and grew up in Oakland Township 
of Brant County, Ontario, where he 
met and married Kate Mussen.11 
Shaver was named for his maternal 
great-great-grandfather, John Wil-
liam Shaver, who had come to what 
is now Canada from the United 
States in 1784 and settled in the An-
caster area of Brant County.12  

Shaver and his family moved to Sel-
kirk County, Manitoba, sometime 
after the birth of their daughter Ger-
trude in August of 1884. He worked 
as a manager for J. Robinson and 
Company Dry Goods in Winnipeg, 
where he was employed for 35 
years. Before settling in Winnipeg, 
he was in business in Portage la 
Prairie.13 

Shaver was among the first contin-
gent of the CEF to depart for Eur-
ope. The 8th Battalion was quickly 
mobilized in Valcartier, Quebec, and 
they boarded the SS Franconia,     

arriving in England on 14 October 
1914. The ship had a complement of 
over 1000 soldiers. They trained in 
England for several months, then 
proceeded to France on 13 Febru-
ary 1915 as part of the 1st Canadian 
Division of the 2nd Canadian Infan-
try Brigade.14 

Throughout 1915 and early in 1916, 
the battalion fought at the second 
Battle of Ypres and at Gravenstafel, 
St. Julien and Festubert.  
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They were also engaged at Valenci-
ennes, France, and Flanders, 
Belgium. Shaver was stationed near 
Rouen, France, from November 
1915 and was in the field most of 
the time until the end of January 
1916, when he left to take two 
weeks of instruction followed by 
one week on leave. He returned to 
the Front on 26 February 1916 and 
was killed in action just short of one 
week later.15 

On Wednesday, 1 March 1916, 
shelling on the allied trenches began 
around 9:00 a.m. for about half an 
hour. “It was quiet for the rest of the 
morning but shelling began again, in 
earnest, about 1:30 in the afternoon 
and continued until 4:00 p.m.” Of 
the 54 shells fired that afternoon 
only one did any real damage, and 
the official war diary for the day in-
dicated that Captain S. Eadie was 
“wounded very dangerously.” He 
was taken to No. 1 Canadian Casual-
ty Station, where he died about 
11:45 a.m. on 2 March 1916.16 

Shaver was awarded the 1914–
1918 Star (for service on the estab-
lishment of a unit in a Theatre of 
War), the British War Medal (for 
service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for 
service in an operational theatre). 
The medals were sent to his son Re-
ginald.17 

In October 1916, Shaver’s 26-year-
old son, Reginald Westbrook Eadie, 
enlisted in the CEF.18 Reginald had 

enlisted in August 1914 and was  
declared medically unfit at Bulford 
Manor, Salisbury, Wiltshire, in De-
cember 1915, while in training. He 
was discharged to Canada before 
Christmas. Reginald had hearing 
loss from childhood, which became 
worse while in training. In October 
1916, despite being deaf in both 
ears, Reginald was successful in re-
enlisting and was able to follow in 
his father’s footsteps. He, too, en-
listed in the 8th Battalion and 
served in France from November 
1917 till the end of the war. He 
served honourably with his regi-
ment and returned home to Canada 
on 23 March 1919, three years after 
his father’s death.19 

Captain Shaver Eadie is buried at 
the Bailleul Communal Cemetery 
Extension Nord, Pas-de-Calais, 
France, in Plot II. B. 76.20 

Bailleul is a large town in France, 
near the Belgian border on the main 
road from Saint-Omer to Lille. It was 
occupied on 14 October 1914 by the 
19th Brigade and the 4th Division. It 
became an important railhead, air 
depot and hospital centre. Several 
casualty clearing stations, including 
the 1st Canadian, were quartered 
there for considerable periods. It 
was a Corps headquarters until July 
1917, when it was severely bombed 
and shelled, and after the Battle of 
Bailleul (13–15 April 1918) it fell in-
to German hands and was not 
retaken until 30 August 1918. 
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The earliest Commonwealth burials 
at Bailleul were made in April 1915. 
An extension was built and burials 
continued until April 1918, and oc-
curred again in September 1918 
and after the Armistice, when sol-
diers’ remains were brought in from 
the neighbouring battlefields. Both 
the Commonwealth plot in the 
communal cemetery and the exten-
sion were designed by Sir Herbert 
Baker. 

The Bailleul Communal Cemetery 
Extension contains 4,403 Com-
monwealth burials of the First 
World War; 11 of the graves made 
in April 1918 were destroyed by 
shell fire and are represented by 
special memorials. There are also 
17 Commonwealth burials of the 
Second World War and 154 German 
burials from both wars.21 

© 2016 BIFHSGO 
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2 “Canada, Nominal Rolls and Playlists 
for the Volunteer Militia, 1857–1922,” 
Ancestry (www.ancestry.com: accessed 
19 April 2014), entries for S Eadie. Unit: 
90th Regiment, Winnipeg. 
3 “1901 Census of Canada,” Ancestry 
(www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 19 April 
2014), entry for Shaver Eadie, Province: 
Manitoba, District: Winnipeg (City), Dis-
trict number: 12, Sub-district: Winnipeg 
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B-9. 

Figure 2: "C" Company, 90th Regiment Winnipeg Rifles, 1910; (L- R): Back Row: Corp. Hill; 
L. Corp. J. Arklie; Pte. A. Arklie; Pte Kennedy; Pte. Hunt; Pte. Mortley; Corp. Hardy; Corp. 
Brennan;Pte. Mackley; Pte. Glasspole; Pte. Carson; Pte. C.S. Brown; Pte. Hewittson. Middle 
Row: Pte. Davidson; L. Corp. Jaques; Pte. Gater; Pte. Jackson; L. Corp. Cheswell; Pte. 
Mclean; Pte. R.H. Brown. Front Row: Lieut. S. Eadie; Sergeant H. Kemp; Sergeant Van 
Raalte; Col. Sergeant W.J. Cappellain; Sergeant W. Lower; Captain A.W. Morley; Lieut. A.M. 
Black 
Source: the University of Winnipeg Archives, Western Canadian Pictorial Index, image no. 17043, 
Collection: Royal Winnipeg Rifles Museum 
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chives Canada, entry for Lewis Eadie, 
North West Canada Medal, RG9-IIA5, 
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accessed 19 April 2014), entry for 
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cessed 19 April 2014) entries for 
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=S: accessed 19 April 2014), Reference: 
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Pages/search.aspx: accessed 19 April 
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The Cream of the Crop 
Top items from recent posts on the Canada’s Anglo-Celtic-Connections blog

BY JOHN D. REID 

 
Genetic Gene-
alogy 

The last column 
mentioned the 
imminent publica-
tion of The Family 

Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Ge-
netic Genealogy by Blaine Bettinger. 
I purchased the Kindle version, 
which has the advantage of clickable 
links. Bettinger has done a good job 
keeping the explanations under-
standable. I recommend it as the 
most up-to-date book on the topic, a 
great gift if you’ve taken or are con-
sidering taking a DNA test for gen-
ealogy.  

Four copies were ordered for loan 
through the Ottawa Public Library. 
There are already 32 holds.   

Sussex and Warwickshire Par-
ish Registers at FamilySearch 
New at familysearch.org over the 
summer and fall are 1,994,348 en-
tries in Sussex, Parish Registers, 
1538–1910 and 1,257,852 for War-
wickshire, Parish Registers, 1535–
1984. Read details of these and all 
other FamilySearch historical record 
collections at https://familysearch. 
org/search/collection/list/. 

UK Medical Directories 
Browsing several years ago in the 
Wellcome Library in London, I came 
across a hoard of medical directo-
ries and have wondered when 
they'll be online. Now Ancestry has 
digitized them in the “Schools,       
Directories & Church Histories” cat-
egory. The collections, which have a 
few year gaps in coverage and can 
be searched or browsed, are: 

Techniques and Resources 
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 UK & Ireland, Medical Directo-
ries, 1845–1942; 738,852 
records 

 UK, The Midwives Roll, 1904–
1959; 398,334 records 

 UK, Physiotherapy and Mas-
seuse Registers, 1895–1980; 
128,037 records  

 UK, Dentist Registers, 1879–
1942 Schools; 124,647 records 

 UK, Medical and Dental Students 
Registers, 1882–1937; 92,436 
records 

 UK, Roll of the Indian Medical 
Service, 1615–1930; 8,443 rec-
ords.  

You can search by name and also by 
place, which includes locations out-
side as well as inside the UK. A great 
resource for those pursuing a one-
name study, these records usually 
include name, address, date first 
registered, and qualifications. 

A small free online source of British 
medical biographies includes just 
over 7,000 Fellows of the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians. Taken from 11 
printed volumes covering 1518 to 
2004, plus entries for 2005 on-
wards, and published online, these 
detailed biographies may now be 
accessed at http://munksroll.rcp 
london.ac.uk/Biography/Search. 

See also Researching a Medical An-
cestor at www.rcgp.org.uk/about-
us/history-heritage-and-archive/re 
searching-a-medical-ancestor.aspx. 

Value added with GRO Birth & 
Death Indexes for England and 
Wales Online 
Indexes to England and Wales civil 
registration have been available for 
years at FreeBMD, Ancestry and 
Findmypast. At the beginning of No-
vember the General Register Office 
added a little extra value in their 
new online birth and death indexes. 
Births, from mid-1837 to 1915, in-
clude the mother's maiden name, 
not previously available before mid-
1911.  

Deaths to 1957 include the age at 
death, previously only available af-
ter 1865. To search you will need a 
free account, so another user name 
(email address) and password to 
remember. Start at www.gro.gov. 
uk/gro/content/certificates/default
.asp. 

Searches require a minimum of last 
name, gender and year with (and 
this is a handicap) a range of up to 
+/-2 years (5 years) only. For birth 
searches, you can specify other in-
formation, such as registration 
district and mother's maiden name. 
It would be helpful to be able to 
search on mother's maiden name 
without specifying a child's last 
name. Alas. 

Results are presented in a tabular 
form that can be cut and pasted into 
a spreadsheet, although each result 
occupies two lines. An option to 
download the data in a fully spread-



Anglo-Celtic Roots • Quarterly Chronicle 40 Volume 22, Number 4 • Winter 2016 
 

sheet-compatible format would be 
helpful. 

Findmypast adds Scotland 
Monumental Inscriptions In-
dex 
This index has a total of 227,179 
records from 14 Scottish counties—
with burials as early as 1507 and up 
to this year. There's a list of burial 
grounds included at www.findmy 
past.co.uk/articles/scottish-
monumental-inscriptions-index-
burial-ground-list.  

Information available is: first 
name(s), last name, age, birth year, 
death year, burial ground, and coun-
ty. Findmypast sourced the index 
records from Scottish monumental 
inscriptions at www.scottish-
monumental-inscriptions.com/, 
where you may find additional in-
formation on a pay basis. 

More Free Records from the 
National Archives of Ireland 
The NAI at www.genealogy.national 
archives.ie/and also Findmypast   
recently added some valuable re-
sources for the Irish researcher. 

Valuation Office Books, 1848–1860 
This is an incomplete but fully in-
dexed collection of House, Field, 
Tenure and Quarto Books complet-
ed by surveyors as they went about 
the countryside conducting their 
surveys.  

Original Will Registers, 1858–1920 
For the Republic of Ireland, these 
are the surviving Will Books pre-

pared by the district registries, con-
taining transcripts of each will, the 
wording of the grant, the date of 
transcription and the date of the 
death of the testator. Note that will 
books for the Principal Registry 
based in Dublin and the Dublin Dis-
trict Registry were lost in the Public 
Record Office Four Courts fire in 
1922.  

Catholic Qualification and Convert 
Rolls, 1701–1845 
Included are 52,000 records of 
those who converted to the Church 
of Ireland or swore allegiance to the 
British monarchy in order to avoid 
the harsh treatment of Catholics. 
These are the indexes to rolls lost in 
1922 and usually give name, occu-
pation, date and name of place 
where the oath was taken. 

Diocesan and Prerogative Wills      
Indexes, pre-1858 
The majority of records in this col-
lection are indexes, with a few will 
books compiled at the time the will 
was proved.  

Diocesan and Prerogative Marriage 
Licence Bonds Indexes, 1623–1866 
These record Protestant marriages 
with names of the bride and groom, 
the year of marriage, and the dio-
cese in which it took place. 

Canadian Weather Registers 
Library and Archives Canada holds 
some of the earliest meteorological 
registers in RG93 1984-85/002. 
Some are bound register books, 
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some just bundles of register 
sheets—one week per page. They 
provide more detailed information 
than is available online from the 
Meteorological Service of Canada's 
past weather and climate databases 
at http://climate.weather.gc. 
ca/historical_data/search_historic_ 
data_e.html/, because Ottawa rec-
ords start in 1872. 

For each day you’ll find observa-
tions reported in the morning, late 
afternoon and late evening. The 
barometric pressure, air tempera-
ture, humidity, wind speed and dir-
ection, weather description, cloud 
report, times of rain and snowfall 
beginning and ending, and rain and 
snow accumulation, are all recorded 
in imperial units. The summary    
reports maximum and minimum 
temperature and the amount of rain 
and snow. These registers could be 
useful if you're looking to add col-
our to a description of a family 
event, such as a wedding. 

The Margins of (Ottawa)  
History 
If you have an interest in Ottawa 
history, and especially architecture, 
check out Carleton University histo-
ry graduate student Christopher 
Ryan’s blog at www.historynerd. 
ca/. As he writes, “Ottawa is always 
changing. Sometimes we don't no-
tice at all. Other times we do notice, 
and sometimes we even oppose it. 
The stories that captivate me tend 
to be from all over the city.” His blog 

post on the Ottawa Sharpshooters’ 
Ambulatory Memorial particularly 
caught my attention. 

Finding Sources Online 
When looking for a rare or out-of-
print book your local public library 
online catalogue is often not the 
best first stop. It’s a good bet the 
book has been digitized, but Biblio-
Commons, which provides the 
online catalogue service for many 
public libraries, will not provide a 
link to a digitized version. The best 
options are to do a Google search 
for the title, which will find Internet 
Archive and Google Books digitized 
editions from more than 10.6 mil-
lion books and texts, or a search of 
the more than 300 million records 
in WorldCat, which provides a direct 
link to free digitized items. 

 If that doesn’t work for you, per-
haps the item hasn’t been digitized. 
You can always go back to your pub-
lic library and request an inter-
library loan. 

New at the Internet Archive is full-
text book searching. Go to https:// 
archive.org/search.php, enter your 
search term and click to select 
“Search full text of books.” Without 
the full-text search, I found 40 hits 
for a family surname; using full 
search, there were 10,126 hits. 
From there you narrow down the 
hits by selecting from the Topics & 
Subjects items in the left-hand col-
umn. It’s in Beta but worth a try.
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BY KATHY WALLACE 

New BIFHSGO Members 14 Aug 2016–9 Nov 2016 

Member No. Name Address 

1454 Ellen Maki Toronto, ON 

1630 Philly Kingsley Ottawa, ON 

1731 Bette Miller Williamstown, ON 

1823 Janice Rector Kingston, ON 

1824 Liz Roberts Kanata, ON 

1825 Pauline Lacroix Nepean, ON 

1826 Barry Wheeler Ottawa, ON 

1826 Norah Wheeler Ottawa, ON 

1827 Steve Earle Farnborough, Hants, U.K. 

1828 Nancy Cunningham Parry Sound, ON 

1829 Janice Mann Ottawa, ON 

1830 Katharine Donnelly Kingston, ON 

1831 Guin Persaud Arnprior, ON 

1832 Sue Lambeth Ottawa, ON 

1833 Bill Couch Ottawa, ON 

1834 Walter Belyea Ottawa, ON 

1835 Les Corbett Ottawa, ON 

1836 Ann Brown Brampton, ON 

1837 Christine Kelly-Goddard Nepean, ON 

1838 Richard Sansom Ottawa, ON 

1838 Barb Sansom Ottawa, ON 

1839 Debby Simpson Ottawa, ON 

1840 Kelly Page Nepean, ON 

1841 Susan Levan Kelowna, BC 

1841 June Halliburton Kelowna, BC 

1842 Victor Kass Milton, ON 

1843 Dianne Brydon Ottawa, ON 

 

BIFHSGO News 
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Call for Presentations: BIFHSGO Conference 2017 

The British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa is seeking 
proposals for presentations at its annual conference in September 2017  
(dates to be determined) to be held in Ottawa, Ontario. Details on the 
conference together with the information required in your proposals 
are detailed below. Please send your proposals to:                                      
conference @bifhsgo.ca before January 31, 2017.  

The themes of this year’s conference will be: a) England and Wales 
b) Methodology (e.g. evidence analysis, GPS (genealogy proof standard) 
FAN (friends, associates and neighbours), and appraising the credibility 
of documents). Proposals for presentations on these themes and other 
topics of interest to members are invited. Proposals are also sought     
for half- or full-day workshops or seminars on the Friday before the  
conference. 

Details on Writing the Proposal for a Presentation 
Each proposal should include on one page:  

 your full name, postal address, telephone number, and email ad-
dress 

 whether the proposal is for  
o a lecture (or several lectures) during the conference, or  
o a seminar or hands-on workshop on the Friday before the con-

ference. Please indicate if the workshop will be a half day (three 
hours) or a full day (six hours). 

 presentation title  
 an abstract of 200 words describing each presentation  
 a one- or two-sentence description of your talk for the conference 

brochure  
 a 100- to 150-word biography 
 your audiovisual requirements  
 whether your presentation would be aimed at genealogists working 

at the beginner (general), intermediate or advanced (specialist) 
level 

 whether you will provide a two- to four-page summary of your talk, 
including references and web addresses, as a handout. 
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BIFHSGO Board of Directors 2016–2017 
President Barbara Tose 613-729-1015 
Recording Secretary Gillian Leitch 819-777-8480 
Treasurer Marianne Rasmus 613-834-9694 
Research & Projects Dave Cross 613-915-1464 
Membership Kathy Wallace 613-746-6796 
Communications Anne Moralejo 819-837-8627 
Publicity Mary-Lou Simac 613-837-8256 
Programs Jane Down 613-741-1463 
Education Andrea Harding  613-857-0719 
Past President Glenn Wright 613-521-2929 

Associate Directors 2016–2017 
Anglo-Celtic Roots Editor Jean Kitchen 
E-newsletter Editor 
Web Manager 
Photographer 

Lisa-Dawn Crawley 
Gail Dever 
Dena Palamedes 

Publication Sales Brian Chamberlain 
Queries Sheila Dohoo Faure 
Voicemail Ann Adams 
Conference 2017 Duncan Monkhouse, Brian Le Conte 

Public Accountant McCay Duff LLP 

 
The Society 
The British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa (BIFHSGO) is an 
independent, federally incorporated society and a registered charity (Reg. 
No. 89227 4044 RR0001). Our purpose is to encourage, carry on and facili-
tate research into, and publication of, family histories by people who have 
ancestors in the British Isles. 

We have two objectives: to research, preserve, and disseminate Canadian 
and British Isles family and social history, and to promote genealogical re-
search through a program of public education, showing how to conduct this 
research and preserve the findings in a readily accessible form. 

We publish genealogical research findings and information on research            
resources and techniques, hold public meetings on family history, and par-
ticipate in the activities of related organizations. 

Membership dues for 2017 are $45 for individuals, $55 for families, and $45 
for institutions. Members enjoy four issues of Anglo-Celtic Roots, ten family 
history meetings, members-only information on bifhsgo.ca, friendly advice 
from other members, and participation in special interest groups. 

  



 

BIFHSGO Calendar of Events 
Saturday Morning Meetings 
The Chamber, Ben Franklin Place, 

101 Centrepointe Drive, Ottawa 
 

 14 Jan 2017 Lanes, Trains and Parliament Hill— Marianne Rasmus’ 
Lane family ancestors were among the first to settle the 
community of Mission, B.C. She loves the oft-told story of   
Arthur Wellington Lane, who packed up his wife and chil-
dren, left southwestern Ontario, and headed west on the 
newly constructed CPR looking for new adventures.  

11 Feb 2017 The Queen’s Coachman: Our Only Claim to Fame—Coming 
from centuries of agricultural labourers, Christine Jackson 
was happy to find that her great-uncle Edwin Miller provided 
her working-class family with its only known celebrity. 
Christine will describe Edwin’s life and the many sources she 
used to piece together his life story. 

11 Mar 2017 From Famine to Prosperity to the Longue Pointe Asylum: 
the Varied Life of John Patrick Cuddy—Gillian Leitch’s an-
cestor, John Patrick Cuddy, immigrated to Montreal from 
Ireland during the Great Famine migration. There he created 
for himself a very successful business and a large family, 
though his last months were marked with a court case.    

Schedule 

9:00–9:30 Before BIFHSGO Educational Sessions: check www.bifhsgo.ca 
for up-to-date information. 

9:30  Discovery Tables 

10:00–11:30 Meeting and Presentation 

11:30–4:00 Writing Group 

For information on meetings of other special interest groups (Scottish, Irish, 
DNA, Master Genealogist Users), check www.bifhsgo.ca. 

Articles for Anglo-Celtic Roots 
Articles and illustrations for publication are welcomed. For advice on pre-
paring manuscripts, please email the Editor, at acreditor@bifhsgo.ca. The 
deadline for publication in the Spring issue is 27 January 2017. 

http://www.bifhsgo.ca/

