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From the Editor: 

Joan Banks begins her story with a 
mystery. She proceeds to tell us the 
story of her grandfather’s journey 
from Ireland to Ontario to Saskat-
chewan in search of land and the life 
of a farmer. Along the way, she 
describes the hardships of settlers’ 
lives, makes a startling discovery and 
solves her mystery. 

Anne Renwick provides some ideas 
for traveling during a pandemic with 
what she calls “time travel portals.” 
Using a variety of online resources, 
photographs and her imagination, she 
takes us from Ireland to Goderich via 
New Brunswick, Massachusetts, 
France and Quebec and reveals some 
family history along the way. 

In this issue’s We Shall Remember 
Them, Nigel Lloyd describes the life of 
Private Maurice Whittle, one of five 
brothers to serve during World War I.  

I’d like to extend my thanks to Ken 
McKinlay who found, on very short 
notice, not one, but two items I was in 
need of to complete this issue. My 
gratitude also goes to Jean Kitchen 
who assisted me when my usual 
partner in crime, Christine Jackson, 
was busy with other things. 
 

Barbara Tose 
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Wow, what a year 
2020 has been! As I 
embark on a second 
term as President of 
BIFSHGO, I am 
amazed at the 
dedication, ability 
and commitment of 

our volunteers to BIFHSGO. This year 
changed dramatically how the 
Society functions—from meeting in 
person to Zoom meetings for 
everything. We added Zoom “Socials” 
to connect members for informal talk, 
an attempt to replicate our social 
gatherings between Saturday talks. 
Our conference was postponed and 
we are now starting to plan an online 
version for 2021. “Before BIFHSGO” 
(Education) talks have taken a break 
but will be back in 2021. 
Opportunities for special events in 
July and September were taken. All 
these changes taxed our volunteers, 
adding to their already busy 
schedules. Yet they have risen to the 
challenges of life online. 

Our Annual General Meeting was 
delayed until September. The election 
results are in! I will remain as 
President for another two-year term 
as no candidate could be found to 
replace me. Three directors were 
required this year, yet we were only 
able to fill one—Membership. Our 
thanks and welcome to Ann Burns as 
she joins the Board. Unfortunately, 

Education and Outreach positions 
remain empty. And now, we have 
also lost our Communications 
director. This leaves the society three 
directors short. Since current 
directors have enough to do already, 
some of the activities, programs and 
services you enjoy may not continue. 
If you’d like to help, contact Tim 
Mark, our Volunteer Liaison, at 
bifhsgovolunteers@gmail.com. 

In previous years, our conference 
acted as a reminder—and 
incentive—to renew your 
membership. If you haven’t renewed 
already, please accept my invitation 
to support your society that provides 
great programming and a wonderful 
community of genealogists, by 
renewing today. See our website—
www.bifhsgo.ca—to renew. 

The holidays will be different this 
year, too, but it can still be a time to 
gather family together (online) to 
talk about your family history. In 
closing, I would like to wish one and 
all a happy holiday, a stocking filled 
with bits of brick walls and a Happy 
New Year. May 2021 be a better year 
when we will meet again in person. 

 

 
 
Duncan Monkhouse 
 

From the President 
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Gordon Caldwell McIvor: 
 Expectation and Reality on the Canadian Prairie 

BY JOAN BANKS 

Joan became interested in genealogy on a 2003 cross-country trip to 
visit cousins on the old family farm. Research at the Ottawa Stake 
Family History Centre led to joining BIFHSGO, where she and husband 
served the pre-meeting coffee for many years. 

y interest in learning about my maternal grandparents was 
sparked by a 1926 photograph of “Mother and Daddy” at the 
family farm in Avonhurst, Saskatchewan. Grandmother Elizabeth 
died in 1913, so who was “Mother” in this picture?  

My research into my grandparents’ lives revealed not only their history but 
also the difficulties faced by many homesteaders and farmers who moved to 
Western Canada. Poverty was a constant for many. The government relied 
on new arrivals to move West, but the homesteaders were given limited or 
incomplete information from the government with which to improve their 
odds of success there. My ancestors’ lives offer an example of these difficul-
ties. 

My maternal grandfather, Gordon Caldwell McIvor, was the fifth child of 
Gordon McIvor and the former Mary Ann Windel of Moneyneany, County 
Londonderry, Northern Ireland. He was born in Moneymore, a few miles 
from Moneymeany, and was baptized when he was nine months old,1 on 31 
May 1858, in the Draperstown Presbyterian Meeting House, County 
Londonderry. 

Making the Connection to County Londonderry  
My husband Ivor and I visited the townlands of Moneyneany, Draperstown 
and Moneymore on a trip to County Londonderry in June 2006. In the 2001 
Census, Moneyneany had a population of 162 people and had a Roman 
Catholic church. 2 The Presbyterian church was located in Draperstown, a 
distance of four kilometres from Moneyneany.  

Information from the local historical society helped us to locate Mary Ann 
and Gordon’s former property in Moneyneany. As a result of the 1903 

M 

Family History Research 
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Figure 1: Gordon's field, Moneyneany,  
Co. Londonderry, Ireland, June 2006 

Source: the author 

Wyndham’s Land Purchase Act, it became easier, with government assis-
tance, for tenants to purchase land.  

We met the current property owner, 
Patrick Cassidy, who invited us in. He 
explained that this three-acre lot is 
still known as “Gordon’s field.” The 
very old house is now used as a shed, 
and a new modern house is surround-
ed by a long, wrought iron fence. 
Patrick also bought the nearby 10 
acres that had been farmed by Mary 
Ann’s father, Jonas Windel. He pointed 
out that the old unused stone building at the “V” in the road was the old 
schoolhouse that several of the McIvor children had attended. 

County Londonderry to Millbrook, Ontario 
Grandfather Gordon, age 7, and three of his siblings, Sarah, age 9, George, 
age 5 and Elen, age 2, most likely remained temporarily in County London-
derry with their grandparents, William McIvor and Jane Gordon, after their 
parents, older brothers William, age 11, and Thomas, age 10, and infant 
sister Mary Ann emigrated to Canada in 1865. The McIvors’ ship left 
Londonderry on 16 June 1865 and arrived at Quebec City on 28 June 1865. 
Their destination was Millbrook, Cavan Township, Durham County, Ontario, 
a centre of Irish Protestant settlement. 3 

The Griffiths Valuations connect Grandfather Gordon’s family with Money-
more, County Londonderry. The Griffiths Valuation of 1859 for the Town-
land of Moneymore, Parish of Artrea, shows that a William McKeever, 
carpenter and millwright, lived on Hammond Street in Moneymore. Also 
listed are the names William, John and Sarah Jane, among the names of 
Gordon’s siblings.4 William lived there until 1884, when Valuation Revision 
Books show he was replaced by John McKeever.5 (As officials wrote names 
the way they sounded to them, in 1886 John’s surname was spelled McIver.) 
In 1896 the tenancy changed to John’s sister, Sarah Jane McIver,6 a spinster 
and sole executrix of John’s will in which he left everything to her. 

Gordon, along with his sisters Sarah and Elen and brother George joined 
their parents and siblings in Canada in 1870. The 1871 Canada Census for 
Millbrook shows Gordon and Mary Ann McIvor’s family were all together, 
along with three additional children born in Ontario.7 



Anglo-Celtic Roots • Quarterly Chronicle 5 Volume 26, Number 4 • Winter 2020 
 

Figure 2: Gordon McIvor’s 
oatmeal mill, Millbrook, Ontario 
Source: Larry Lamb, Millbrook & 
Cavan Historical Society 

Life in Millbrook 
Millbrook, a bustling town of over 1000 people, was probably the largest 
town near Manvers Township, where Mary Ann Windel’s brother, Rev. 
William Caldwell Windel, lived. He probably influenced Mary Ann and 
Gordon to bring their family to Millbrook. William was a farmer, a Presby-
terian missionary who was kept busy delivering babies, doctoring the sick as 
well as ministering to his congregation. As he prospered, he invested in 
mortgage loans at an interest rate of seven or eight per cent per annum.8  

Boom and Bust in Millbrook 
Millbrook became an important railway centre situated at the junction of the 
Port Hope/Lindsay and Peterborough train lines. Banks, hotels, commercial 
enterprises, schools, doctors’ offices and many Protestant (but no Catholic) 
churches were built. It was the epitome of a maturing town that had devel-
oped around streams that powered early grist and sawmills. By the 1890s 
there were at least 20 mills in the township and, on the large stream running 
through the village, there were five mills within a distance of five miles.9 

Using a large loan from his brother-in-law William Windel, Gordon Sr., an 
oatmeal miller, built a dam and mill on the 4th Concession behind Anne 
Street.10  

The mill operated for many years but was not 
profitable. Gordon’s neighbour prevented 
him by legal means from increasing the 
height of the water in his mill pond beyond 
the borders of his land. In its early years, the 
millpond provided a wonderful ice surface for 
skating. On moonlit nights and Saturday 
afternoons it was crowded with skaters. 
Today it is little more than a stream. 

Gordon Sr. continually borrowed money, but 
his prospects did not improve. Lack of 
increased water height meant lack of income 
and mortgages unpaid. Gordon Sr. died on 22 
December 1908. In 1911 the property, under 
power of sale, was sold by his widow Mary 
Ann to a neighbour. That meant the end of the 
mill. The new owner purchased water rights 
to reduce flooding of his land.11 
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From 1870 to 1882 Gordon Jr. lived in the family home on Anne Street in 
Millbrook. He must have watched not only his father struggle, but also the 
whole town stagnate as new rail lines bypassed it. The future for Gordon 
Caldwell McIvor as one of ten children living in Millbrook may have seemed 
devoid of promise. He could work in the area only as a labourer and not 
become a landowner. 

Marriage, a Western Land Grant 
and Hopes for a Prosperous Future 
Gordon married my grandmother, Elizabeth Jane Ball, on 27 February 1882 
in Newcastle, Ontario.12 Elizabeth (known as Lizzie) was the daughter of 
Anna Bella Sanderson and Josiah Ball, a prosperous farmer in Cavan Town-
ship. Of Gordon and Elizabeth’s 12 children born between 1883 and 1905, 
two were born in Saskatchewan, two in Ontario, and then eight more in 
Saskatchewan.  

Affordable farmland was no longer available in this area in the 1880s, but in 
February 1883 an advertisement appeared in the Peterborough Examiner 
from the Ontario and Qu’Appelle Land Company that offered promise: 

250,000 Acres of Rich Fertile Lands in the Qu’Appelle District of the North-West 
Territory. This Company intends running special excursions during the Spring of 
1883 direct to their lands, with reduced rates to our purchasers and settlers. 
Apply early to J. Nesbitt Kirchhoffer, General Agent, Millbrook.13  

Many people left for the West, Gordon and Elizabeth among them. The 
opening of the West affected Millbrook. In the 1880s the population halved, 
as residents left. Millbrook would not recover for over 75 years.  

Out West, however, 1883 was to prove more challenging than Gordon 
expected, though things began well. Gordon’s application for a land grant in 
1883 was successful. He received 320 acres in Avonhurst, near Qu’Appelle 
(in the North-West Territories, formed in 1870 from Rupert’s Land and the 
North-Western Territory).14 The general opinion was that two quarters of 
land was about all that one man could work with horses. Most farmers 
rented an additional quarter of land for grazing their horses and cattle.15 

Part Section Township Range Meridian Applied for 
Patent 

Received 
Patent 

Sold 

SE ¼ 
NE ¼ 

10 20 16 W 2 1883 1891 1903 

Table 1: Land grants received by Gordon McIvor 
Source: Assiniboia Land Registration District, Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan (all tables) 
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During the summer of 1883 Qu’Appelle had become an active centre. 
Important government offices such as the Immigration Office were 
established along with a mail distribution centre.  

Every Monday morning, express stages left Qu’Appelle with mail and 
passengers, returning Wednesday of the following week. Gordon McIvor was 
often absent from his homestead while he worked as a stagecoach driver, 
transporting military mail and passengers between Swift Current and 
Battleford. He was known to be “an expert horseman and a sturdy, 
resourceful fellow who had to fight his way through many a blizzard.”16 

A. C. Paterson, an early settler of Qu’Appelle, wrote of the service: 

This stage line was splendidly managed. All along the trail from Qu’Appelle to 
Prince Albert, and to Edmonton, at intervals of forty miles, road houses were 
erected with a man in charge during the winter months where not only the stage 
drivers and their passengers, but other travelers who were journeying along the 
long, long trail found comfortable lodging for the night at reasonable cost. A four-
horse team was always used and frequently two of these teams went out, and 
horses were always changed at the forty-mile stations. The wagons used were 
especially built, with comfortable seats for the passengers and with space for 
mail and express (with excess packages deposited among the passengers). This 
line together with all the freight for the northern points passing through made 
Qu’Appelle one of the busiest points on the line.17 

By May 1884, Gordon had built a 16 x 18 ft. home and broken and cultivated 
14 acres of land on his homestead. The family probably rented accommo-
dation in the town of Qu’Appelle in winter. Gordon and Elizabeth’s first 
daughter, Elizabeth Windel, was born on 23 January 1884 in South 
Qu’Appelle.18 Their second, Norma May, was born in 1886 on the farm in 
Avonhurst.19  

Unrest in Qu’Appelle 
Unfortunately, Qu’Appelle’s prosperity was not to last. In 1884 and 1885, the 
Métis, led by Louis Riel with the support of First Nations under Poundmaker, 
rebelled against their treatment from the government. The threat resulted in 
an army being sent by train from the East. The 1885 Battle of Batoche was a 
decisive defeat for Métis forces, ending the rebellion.20 Norma May was born 
after the rebellion; it could not have presented a threat to their life in 
Qu’Appelle. However, the family did decide to move back to Ontario for 
several reasons. 

Ignoring the Importance of Weather on the Prairies 
It is likely that shifts in weather in 1886 made farming impossible, for one 
thing. Captain John Palliser’s advice (circa 1859) that the southern plains 
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Figure 3: Palliser's Triangle 
Source: Wilipedia.org/wiki/Palliser's Triangle, 

accessed 14 Oct 2019 

were an “arid belt,” unfit for cultivation or settlement, had been ignored.21 
Several times during the period before the CPR was built, surveyors had 
reported entirely different growing conditions in Southern Saskatchewan, 
varying from lush green fields to parched and cracked soil. The weather 
changed about every 10 years. In 1883, one of these shifts coincided with a 
first large influx of immigrants that included Gordon and Elizabeth McIvor, 
among others from Millbrook, Ontario. 

The wet cycle reported in 
1872, and again in 1879–80, 
continued through 1881 and 
1882, resulting in massive 
flooding in the Qu’Appelle 
Valley. In 1883 a dry cycle 
returned. By 1886 the land 
was so dry in places that 
cracks a foot wide opened in 
the parched soil. One trail, 
near Balgonie, east of Regina, 
was so riven by fissures that 
it became too dangerous for 
wagon traffic. Immigration declined 
with three successive years of crop 
failures. By 1884 homestead entries 
halved. Thousands abandoned farms 
they had eagerly occupied.22 

Gordon and Elizabeth arrived in Qu’Appelle in 1883, when it had been 
credibly reported to be the future capital of the North-West Territories. But 
the exorbitant land prices sought by speculators, along with other 
difficulties, ruled out this site as the capital. Political events passed by 
Qu’Appelle when Lieutenant-Governor Edgar Dewdney selected as capital 
the locale of his own landholdings at Pile-O-Bones, later renamed Regina. 
Within 20 years many immigrants chose to leave Qu’Appelle for 
“progressive communities.”  

The Return to Millbrook, Ontario 
Gordon, his young wife and family returned to Ontario for approximately six 
years. Their third child, Marshall Ball McIvor, was born on 19 September 
1887 in Cartwright, Durham County,23 where Josiah Ball, Elizabeth’s father, 
owned a farm on which Gordon worked as a farm hand. Another son, James 
Gordon McIvor, was born on 12 August 1889 in Millbrook.24 The 1891 
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Figure 4: Photo of Lizzie and Gordon, 
Avonhurst, (circa 1906-1910)  
Source: Courtesy of Dorothea (Hunter) Kidd, 
granddaughter of Lizzie and Gordon. 

Canada Census shows that Gordon and Elizabeth, along with four children, 
were living in Millbrook Village, where Gordon was a labourer.25 Their 
return to Ontario resulted from the disappointments, hardships and unrest 
in Qu’Appelle and other parts of the North-West Territories. 

Destination Avonhurst: A Place to Call Home 
In or about 1892 the family returned to Avonhurst, near Qu’Appelle, 
Assiniboia District, in the North-West Territories,26 an area that was later 
named Saskatchewan. Almost certainly this coincided with improved 
farming conditions and weather.  

The family prospered and grew. 
Gordon and Elizabeth’s fifth child, a 
daughter, Lena (Lenore) Caldwell 
was born on 20 February 1893 in 
Avonhurst. Four more daughters 
followed: Celia Josephine, born on 
19 April 1894 in Qu’Appelle; Hazel 
Lillian, born on 13 July 1896 in 
Indian Head; Marjorie Maud, born 
on 1 August 1897 in Avonhurst; 
and Nora May, born on 17 May 
1899 at the farm in Avonhurst. 27  

Norma May died at age 14 on 17 
October 1900 and was buried in the 
nearby hamlet of Edgeley. Three 
more children were born after the 
turn of the century: John “Jack” 
Caldwell, born on 7 October 1901 
in Avonhurst; Mary McLean, my 
mother, born on 5 August 1903 in 
Indian Head; and the youngest, 
George Headley, born on 9 April 
1905 in Indian Head.28 

From Information Services Saskatchewan I received copies of several land 
records pertaining to Gordon Caldwell McIvor. He held the patent on initial 
homestead land and farmed it for 10 years before selling in 1903.29 He then 
purchased better land in Edgeley from farmer John Chamber St. Germans 
Eliot. This farm, being already operational, meant that Gordon did not need 
to break land.30 
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Part Section Township Range Meridian Purchased Sold 

S ½ 2 20 16 W 2 1905 1929, Tax Sale 
Saskatchewan 

Farm Loan Board 

Table 2: Land purchased in 1905 from John Chambers St. Germans Eliot  

Farmland in the North-West Territories appealed not only to people in 
Eastern Canada but also to those overseas. Wealthy investors in England 
took advantage of an easy way to make money, receiving land grants that 
they sold quickly. Two men of the Sykes family in Cheshire colluded with a 
representative in Canada who helped them purchase over 4,000 acres in 
Assiniboia District. 

Arthur Henry Sykes, Esquire, of Edgeley, Stockport, Cheshire, England, and 
Alan John Sykes, Gentleman, of Cringle House, Cheadle, Cheshire, bought 
whole sections 13, 23, 25, 31, 33, 35 and E ½ 19, all in Township 19, Range 
16, West of 2nd Meridian, Assiniboia, a total of 4,160 acres. Between 1905 
and 1910, their designated attorney in Assiniboia sold much of the land in 
quarter and half sections.31  

Gordon McIvor bought 320 acres of E½/Section 35/Township 19/Range 
16/Meridian W2 for $3,200 in 1905 from Arthur Henry Sykes and Allan John 
Sykes. This land became Gordon’s longest-lasting homestead.32  

Part Section Township Range Meridian Purchased Sold 

E ½ 35 19 16 W 2 Sep 1905 
320 acres 

 

Feb 1930 
Tax sale 

Saskatchewan 
Farm Loan Board 

NW ¼ 35 19 16 W 2 Nov 1909 
160 acres 

Feb 1930 
Tax sale 

Saskatchewan 
Farm Loan Board 

Table 3: Land purchased from the Sykes brothers 

He, Lizzie and the children were fond of their Avonhurst home. His first 
mortgage to purchase this land was for $2,700 with the Independent Order 
of Foresters at eight per cent interest per annum. Over time, other 
mortgages were taken and paid off—until 1929.  
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In 1909 Gordon bought NW ¼/ 35/19/16/W2 for $1,040 from Arthur 
Henry Sykes and Allan John Sykes.31 This was the quarter of land on which 
he grazed horses and cattle. 

Elizabeth and her children lived on the homestead with Gordon in the 
summer during school vacation. She lived in Regina with her children while 
they attended school. 

Part Lot Block# City Land Registration District 

S ½ 9 436 Regina, Saskatchewan Old No. 33 

Table 4: Property owned in Regina 

The 1916 Canadian Census of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta shows 
the City of Regina residence as being in Township 22, Range 69, Retallack 
Street. The date of purchase for this property in Elizabeth McIvor’s name is 
not known. 

A New Venture for Father and Sons 
Gordon maintained the farm in Avonhurst but applied for better land for 
himself and two sons southwest of Regina, near Lafleche, Saskatchewan. In 
1908, he applied for a homestead for the NW quarter of Section 30, 
Township 7, Range 5, W of 3rd Meridian, and Preemption [the right to 
purchase before others] of the NE quarter of Section 30, of the same 
township, range and meridian. He received titles in 1919 and 1921, 
respectively. The 1908 homestead applications show that Gordon’s sons 
Marshall and James applied for land adjoining his. Gordon’s residence on 
Lafleche farmland was not continuous. When spending time in Avonhurst, he 
stated that in Lafleche “the pigs were kept on his sons’ farms adjoining, and 
the cattle and horses were pastured on his preemption and on rented school 
section 31 adjoining.”33 He and Elizabeth also spent time in Regina while the 
children attended school. 

Part Section Township Range Meridian Date Of Entry Ownership 

NW 1/4 30 7 5 W 3 30 Dec 1908 26 June 1919 

NE 1/4 30 7 5 W 3 11 June 1909 1 Feb 1921 

Table 5: Gordon’s farmland south of Regina, near Lafleche, Saskatchewan 

Elizabeth died, age 49, of unknown causes on 16 May 1913 in Regina. My 
mother Mary was just 10 years old.34 One of Elizabeth’s granddaughters 
recalled that she experienced a rupture after helping her husband move a 
very heavy cast iron stove, typical of the times. 
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Women’s Contribution to Prairie Farming 
Wives played a central role in the settlement of the Prairies. Their labour, 
skills, and ability to adapt to harsh environments proved critical in meeting 
its challenges. In Harvest of Prairie Memories, Bill Dale describes the town of 
Kelstern, Saskatchewan (a small town north of Lafleche). Life and work were 
particularly difficult for women: 

Life for the early settlers was extremely difficult but it was especially so for the 
women. They had to provide the meals for their families without the benefit of 
most of the items we now consider essential. There was no refrigeration so they 
made do with a cooler box (root cellar) on the outside of the house. Butter, which 
they had to churn, was kept cool by placing it in a bucket and lowering it into the 
cool well.  

Meat for the winter would be butchered and hung up in an unheated building 
where it would remain in the “freezer.” Threshing time was always an especially 
busy time for the women. Bread and pies and such things had to be ready for the 
onslaught of a hard working, always hungry, crew of harvesters who descended 
on the farm for 3 or 4 days. During this time the women had little opportunity to 
rest. 

They would be up by 5 a.m. to get breakfast ready, wash the dishes, then start 
making sandwiches and coffee to be taken out to the threshing crew at 10 
o’clock. Next they had to prepare the vegetables, meat, etc. and have it ready at 
noon. As soon as that was done, lunch had to be made for 3 o’clock in the field, 
then another big meal at 6 p.m. All of this was done in a small kitchen complete 
with a roaring hot stove while the outside temperature would be in the 80’s or 
90’s (F). No wonder the women would be exhausted when the threshing crew 
moved on to the next farm. 

The quality and quantity of the food at each farm was compared and no one 
wanted the reputation of not feeding the crew as well as her neighbour, so all put 
a super human effort into the feeding of the threshing crew each harvest time.  
Most of the women folk, raising small children, had very little opportunity to visit 
with or talk to anyone other than their own families for whom they were busy 
cooking, sewing, washing, patching up cuts and bruises and acting as nurse and 
doctor for serious illnesses.35  

Prevailing patriarchal beliefs, legislation and economic principles prevented 
or obscured women’s contributions to life on the prairies. The variety of 
labour that farm women performed was critical to the survival of family 
farms and to the success of the wheat economy, but it generally went 
unrecognized. 

After Elizabeth’s death, more sad times lay ahead for Gordon. During World 
War I, his son, James, age 27, signed attestation papers in Regina and joined 
the 200th (Winnipeg) Battalion, CEF on 24 March 1916. In January of 1917 
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James was hospitalized in Winnipeg for lumbago and diptheria for three 
weeks. After returning to his military unit at Camp Hughes Military Camp, 
near Carberry, Manitoba36 on 8 February 1917, he was discharged on 10 
March 1917 as being unfit for military service.37 In 1921 James was married 
and living with his wife, Cora Ball, in South Qu’Appelle, Saskatchewan.38  

Gordon’s other children were getting independent and leaving home; he was 
living with just two sons, John and George. He probably decided he needed 
domestic help. At some point before the 1921 Census he hired Margaret 
MacKenzie [a.k.a. McKenzie] as a domestic servant. 

The restricted options available to female job-seekers consigned a majority 
of working class women to domestic service. Governments channelling job-
seeking women into suitable jobs through the “Free Employment Bureaus,” 
established in provinces in the 1920s with the assistance of Ottawa, 
concentrated on placing female domestics. Middle class householders 
became accustomed to using the services of these public agencies.39 Gordon 
may have applied to an agency or met Margaret MacKenzie through others’ 
recommendations. 

Who Was Margaret MacKenzie? 
The old family photo I mentioned above, labelled “Mother and Daddy, 
Avonhurst, 1926” (see front cover) required research. Elizabeth had died in 
1913. None of the cousins I spoke to could tell me who “Mother” was in the 
photo.  

My answer came from a reply to an enquiry made to Vital Statistics 
Saskatchewan, which included a copy of a marriage registration. On 21 
February 1921, Gordon Caldwell McIvor, widower, married Margaret 
(McCann) McKenzie, widow, in Swift Current, Saskatchewan by licence.40 

Further research revealed compelling information about Margaret and her 
family.  

Margaret “Maggie” McCann had been born on 13 September 1873 in Bruce 
County, Ontario. Her parents were Elizabeth Ann Pollard and Robert 
McCann.41 At age 28, she married 30-year-old Archibald McKenzie [also 
MacKenzie] on 1 January 1902 in Eldersley Township, Bruce County, 
Ontario. His parents were Peter McKenzie and Jennis Nicholas.42  

Margaret and Archibald’s first child, Stanley Archibald McKenzie, was born 
on 12 June 1903 in Toronto, Ontario.43 Stanley married Naomi Woodruff 
Jones on 18 May 1935, in Windsor, Essex County, Ontario.44 
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Margaret and Archibald’s second child, Jean Nicholson McKenzie, was born 
on 17 February 1906 in Ashfield, Ontario. She died of cerebral meningitis, 
age 5 months, 3 days on 20 July 1906 in Huron County, Ontario.45 Their third 
child, Karl Peter Mackenzie, was born on 27 June 1908 in Huron, Ontario.46 
Margaret and Archibald’s fourth child, no name given, was born prematurely 
and died three hours after birth on 26 February 1910, in Ashfield, Huron 
County, Ontario.47 

The 1911 Census of Canada indicates Margaret MacKenzie’s marital status 
as “widow.” She lived in Ashfield, Huron West, Ontario, with sons Stanley, 
age 8, Karl, age 2, and her mother Elizabeth McCann, age 59.48  

The 1916 Census of Canada for the Prairie Provinces indicates that Maggie 
Mckenzie, age 40, a widow, along with sons Stanley, age 12 and Karl, age 7, 
was living in Swift Current, Saskatchewan. Her occupation was housekeeper 
and her employer was a farmer.49  

In 1916, an Archie Mckenzie, age 44, widowed, a farm laborer, lived in 
Weyburn, Saskatchewan.50 

Gordon Caldwell McIvor and Margaret (McCann) MacKenzie 
Careful scrutiny of the poorly transcribed 1 June 1921 Canada Census for 
Wood River, Maple Creek, Saskatchewan, revealed Gordon, a farmer; son 
John, a farm worker; son George, a student; Carroll [Karl] McKenzie, a 
student and Margaret Jones, a domestic. McIvor is transcribed as McFirver, 
McKenzie as McHonxie, but there is no error for the surname Jones for 
Margaret.51  

Current family knowledge indicates that she and Gordon had married on 21 
February that year, so why would she be listed with the surname Jones? 
Without her son’s name in the household census, her presence could have 
gone unnoticed. In addition to that anomaly, the marital status for Gordon 
and Margaret states they were both widowed.  

Was it a secret marriage that they were not prepared to divulge to the 
family? Margaret, age 48, could have had a difficult life while married to 
Archibald MacKenzie, especially with the loss of two children. No doubt she 
hoped for a better, more secure life when she married Gordon McIvor, age 
64. 

In the 1926 Census for the Prairie Provinces, family no. 22 indicates that in 
1923, at age 18, Gordon’s youngest child George had married Elsie. By 1926 
they had two sons and lived in their own home on the family farm in 
Avonhurst, South Qu’Appelle.52 By this time, John [Jack] had already left 
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home to work on the railroad. Family no. 21 lists Gordon and Margaret 
McIvor and her son Carl [Karl], age 17, as the only household residents living 
in their home at 35/19/16/2, South Qu’Appelle.53 In this census, however, 
Gordon and Margaret McIvor declared they were married. 

Two clues were found to explain why their marital status might have 
changed around this time. One, Archibald Mackenzie died on 24 April 1925 
in Toronto, Ontario. He is buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery. The ground 
property owner of the plot is Margaret Mackenzie.54 And two, Karl Peter 
Mackenzie’s birth registration document was altered at some point to state 
that Margaret had been married on 6 October 1927 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
suggesting there was a legal marriage to Gordon McIvor after Archibald died 
in 1925.46  

After Archibald’s death, Margaret would have felt secure in disclosing her 
marriage to Gordon McIvor, so she would have felt comfortable being called 
“Mother,” as noted on the 1926 photograph of Margaret and Gordon, taken 
by Gordon’s recently married youngest daughter, Mary. 

The Regina property in Elizabeth McIvor’s name, which she occupied in the 
winter while the children attended school, was no longer needed. Gordon 
was appointed sole executor of Elizabeth’s estate, which consisted of Lot 9, 
Block 436, Regina. After probate, on 8 June 1923, he received a Certificate of 
Title for the property.55 At the time its value was $6,500. It was sold to Annie 
M. Leigh, stenographer, on 1 December 1926. The assessed value was 
$5,000, but the actual sale price was not disclosed.56  

Life on the Prairies Worsened 
Instead of a more secure future, life on the Prairies for farm families steadily 
worsened throughout the 1920s and 1930s. Immigration from Europe 
slowed, reducing available farm labourers. Drought returned to 
southwestern Saskatchewan. The arrival of new combine harvester 
technology in the 1920s meant that farm families often borrowed to 
mechanize their output.57 Gordon might have raised money from the sale of 
the Regina property to make such purchases for the farm. At the start of the 
Depression, combined harvester-threshers reduced the need for itinerant 
threshing crews but pitched farmers into debt. 

By 1928, more than a year before the stock market crash, commodity prices 
had collapsed and international currencies were affected negatively. Wheat 
was the worst impacted Canadian agricultural commodity.58 In the 1920s, 
most North Atlantic economies returned to the gold standard at pre-WW I 
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Figure 5: Mervin McIvor and the barn Gordon McIvor  
and his sons built, Lafleche, Saskatchewan 

Source: the author 

rates, which significantly disadvantaged several currencies, including those 
of Britain and Canada.  

The monoculture of Prairie farming vaporized in the 1929 Stock Market 
disaster. The Dust Bowl occurred—caused by a period of severe drought and 
the failure to apply dryland farming methods to prevent wind erosion. 
Several bad choices had been made in the distribution of land: the heavy and 
sudden resettlement of the West, an over-aggressive and industrial 
approach to soil use, the elimination of trees as windbreaks, and depletion of 
aquifers led to the collapse of many farms on the Prairies in the late 1920s 
through 1930s. 

In 1923 Gordon was 66 years old. Some of his sons lived on their own farms 
in Lafleche. From late 1929 to February 1930 the Saskatchewan Farm Loan 
Board seized all of Gordon McIvor’s farmland in Avonhurst for non-payment 
of taxes. According to the Land Titles Act, Province of Saskatchewan, dated   
1 February 1929, lots S½/2/20/16/W2, and E½ and NW1/4/35/19/16/W2 
amounted to approximately 798 acres. The “parcels of land together with 
buildings and other improvements thereon,” were valued at $20,000.59 He 
signed the Land Titles Act document to “transfer for the purpose of 
relinquishing all my rights to said homestead in favour of the Saskatchewan 
Farm Loan Board.”  

During the long period of drought into the 1930s, some farmers remained on 
their farms to scratch out a living after banks exhausted their efforts to 
collect mortgage 
payments. The 
municipalities gave 
up trying to collect 
property taxes. 

The Quest to 
Own Land and Be 
a Farmer 
To lose his Avon-
hurst land at age 72 
must have been 
devastating for 
Gordon. He left 
Northern Ireland in 
1870 to join his 
family and find 
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Figure 6: Gravestone of Gordon and Elizabeth McIvor 
Source: the author’s collection 

better prospects in Canada. He moved from Ontario in 1883 to claim a 
homestead in the North-West Territories. During many years of hard work 
to keep the farm operational he continually re-invested by mortgaging and 
re-mortgaging.  

But he did not lose all the farmland he owned. The Lafleche lands continued 
in the family until at least 2005, possibly later. In 2003 the land was owned 
and operated by Mervin McIvor and sons. Mervin was the son of Gordon and 
Elizabeth’s third child, Marshall, and his wife, Helena. Gordon achieved his 
goal of becoming a farmer in the West and the loss of the Avonhurst farm 
was beyond his control. His wise investment in the farm in Lafleche left a 
legacy for two or three generations.  

Family Interventions 
In 1931, Gordon lived for a year or so with his daughter Celia and her 
husband Jack Hunter. Gordon suffered memory problems while living with 
them; he died at Weyburn Mental Hospital on 22 November 1936. The 
Registration of Death Record No. 5712-36, states that he was married. His 
funeral arrangements were made by his daughter, Mrs. J. L. (Celia) Hunter of 
Shaunavon, Saskatchewan. He is buried beside his first wife, Elizabeth Jane 
(Ball) McIvor in Old Regina Cemetery, located on Broad Street and 4th 
Avenue in Regina. The location of his grave is block 137, centre and south of 
plot 16.60 

Did Gordon’s children object to his marrying Margaret? It is possible that 
they knew nothing of the 1921 marriage, since it was illegal. However, 
claiming to be a widow or widower was often used as a poor man’s divorce 
arrangement in those times. 
If the children knew, they 
might have viewed it as an 
illicit relationship and a 
possible snaring of a 
prosperous farmer by a poor 
“widow.” This idea would 
have been offensive to the 
memory of their mother, 
Lizzie. All is speculation, 
because we know no relative 
who spoke about Margaret 
or mentioned that Grand-
father Gordon had married a 
second time. 
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The hardships of the 1920s, Gordon’s developing health problems and his 
daughters’ interventions to help with or take control of McIvor family 
matters after the loss of the home farm may have brought this relationship 
to an end. Evidence of their separation is found in farm bankruptcy 
documents. 

At the time of the bankruptcy, some of Gordon’s children became involved in 
helping him. Lenore [Lena] and her husband, Ernest Angus Fletcher, 
barrister-at-law, lived in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Gordon signed the Land 
Transfer Act papers to the Saskatchewan Farm Loan Board of Regina on        
1 February 1929 in Winnipeg. The subscribing witness to Gordon’s 
signature was Ernest Angus Fletcher.61  

The subscribing witness to Margaret McIvor’s signature was George 
Thompson Scroglie, of the City of Toronto in the County of York, Notary 
Public for the Province of Ontario. Margaret, as part owner of the 
transferred property, relinquished her rights to the homestead in favour of 
The Saskatchewan Farm Loan Board as stated in a document dated at the 
City of Toronto on 8 February 1930.61 Margaret may have moved back to 
Toronto in 1930, confirming oral family history that Gordon went to live 
with his married daughter, Celia (McIvor) Hunter, in 1931.  

In Margaret’s later years, her eldest son, Stanley, provided care for her and 
saw to her funeral arrangements in Toronto. Margaret (McCann) (McKenzie) 
McIvor, widow, age 73, died on 20 July 1947 at 15 McAlpine Street, Toronto, 
York, Ontario. She is buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto, Ontario. 
Her death report by her son, Stanley Archibald McKenzie, named her spouse 
as Gordon McIvor.62 
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Figure 1: 9 Belmont Ave, Belfast, 
Ireland   
Source: earth.google.com, "9 Belmont 
Ave West, Belfast"  

Time Travel Portals© 
BY ANNE L. RENWICK 
Anne has been tracing her family tree and helping friends with theirs 
for nearly 20 years. A past BIFHSGO writing competition award 
winner, her stories have also been featured with FamilyTree (UK) 
magazine, and lately on Lisa Louise Cooke’s Elevenses with Lisa 
YouTube show Episode 25. This story was written for her blog 
Annecestree@blogspot.com

n these days of restricted travel, it is still possible to “visit” our ancestors 
virtually. Once the restrictions are lifted, there will also be nothing like 
the special feeling of connection when putting our footsteps in theirs. I 
call these visits time travel portals—gateways to our ancestors’ experi-

ences, no matter where on the timeline they may lie. Come with me on a few 
travels of my own and I’ll show you what I mean. 

Google Earth Tours 
The easiest virtual portal to use is Google Earth. Just type in the address or 
town of an ancestor and you can “fly” there for a virtual look around. Lisa 
Louise Cooke of Genealogy Gems created an excellent tutorial for using 
Google Earth; she previewed it at a BIFHSGO conference a few years ago. 
You can find it on her website at www.genealogygems.com. I used this tool 

to explore locations in Northern Ireland 
when researching a friend’s family history 
and I highly recommend it. 

I was tasked with finding the siblings of 
Margaret Jane (Nelson) (Campbell) 
Wilkinson, born in 1881 to David Nelson 
and Mary Jane (Fitzsimons) Nelson in 
Annacloy, Ireland.1 Through a circuitous 
route (which is the topic of another story), 
I was able to determine, via censuses and 
birth registrations, where Margaret Jane 
and her six siblings lived in 1901, and in 
1909-11.1 Number 1 Belmont Avenue in 
Belfast was where the family, without the 
father, was living in 1901.2 Margaret 
Jane’s mother was living at Number 93 

when Margaret Jane married William 
Henry Campbell in 1907.4 

I 
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Figure 2: Francis Edward Cassidy Church 

Source: earth.google.com,  
“Lakefield Road, New Brunswick” 

A virtual walk down Belmont Avenue revealed that both homes are still 
there, remaining fairly close to their descriptions in the 1901 Census of 
Ireland House and Building Return: a private dwelling brick house with four 
windows at the front, and seven to nine rooms.5 Not only can one look 
around this street and see both Number 1 and Number 9, one can walk to St. 
Patrick’s Ballymacarrat Church of Ireland, where Margaret and William were 
married, just over a mile away. 

My maternal ancestral family came from Ireland as well. William and Jane 
Cassidy from Donegal settled in Saint John, New Brunswick, in the early 
nineteenth century.6 They later established a large farm at what is now 
known as Cassidy Lake, near 
Sussex, New Brunswick. 
Though the farm is gone, the 
property, the family chapel, 
and the cemetery are in the 
hands of my cousin, a direct 
descendant. He is developing 
the property into a summer 
retreat for Canadian war 
veterans, serving forces and 
first responders. Future plans 
are to have the farmhouse 
rebuilt, which will bring the 
look of the original farm to the 
retreat.7  

Today, a virtual walk along the lakeside dirt road that runs past the property 
reveals the tiny chapel built by William and Jane’s descendant, Francis 
Edward Cassidy, in 1883. Francis and his sons and grandsons were skilled 
carpenters; the chapel remains a fine testament to their work. A bit past the 
chapel, on the left, is the original driveway to the farm, which ends at the 
cemetery where not only Cassidys but their neighbours are buried. Soon, a 
visit in person will be possible, with the drive up to it smoothed out, making 
the wild-strawberry-covered cemetery easily accessible.  

Living History Museums 
Virtual travel via Google Earth may be familiar to most of you, but have you 
also tried visiting and researching at living history museums? As most of you 
probably know, these museums are places where the buildings are pre-
served, or reconstructed, and laid out as a village. They are inhabited by staff 
in period costumes similar to what the original inhabitants wore. Museum 
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Figure 3: Fairbanks House, Dedham, Massachusetts 
Source: copyright CreativeCommons 2013, Magicpiano, 
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:FairbanksHouse2013.jpg 

staff ably demonstrate the many skills required for the lifestyle of the era 
being depicted. Living museums are great time travel portals. A virtual visit 
can be quite rewarding; here are a few examples. 

My aunt is descended from some of the first Puritans who emigrated from 
Norfolk, England, to Massachusetts, in the New World, during the Great 
Migration of the early 1600s. John and Hester (Esther) Hunting, and their 
young son, John, settled in the fledgling community of Dedham, Massachu-
setts, where John Hunting became the first Ruling Elder of the new church.8 

One of the Huntings’ neighbours was the Fairbanks family, who had built 
their home in the early days of the Dedham settlement.9 John Hunting, and 
most likely his wife, surely had occasion to visit Jonathan and Grace 
Fairbanks, and we can pay a visit as well. Their home, possibly the oldest 
timber-framed house in North America, still exists as a museum and can be 
seen virtually at www.fairbankshouse. org. Imagine John Hunting, in his 
sober Puritan clothing and tall black hat, entering through one of those low 

doors or sitting in the 
parlour. I can’t wait to 
see it in person. (It’s 
rumoured that the 
house has ghosts—I 
wonder if there are any 
Hunting relatives?)  

Another living history 
museum is Upper 
Canada Village, in 
Morrisburg, Ontario, 
depicting life in the 
1850s to 1860s. My 
family is very lucky to 
have a tenuous ances-

tral connection to a heritage building there: Willard’s Hotel in the village was 
once the home of our stepfather, who lived there for a time with his aunt and 
uncle and cousins. They were all descendants of John Willard, who 
purchased the building, an inn, in 1830.10 We enjoyed many stories of Papa 
Bev’s time there: stories about going to school, working on the farm, and, 
especially, about the nights they’d all gather around the radio to listen to 
Foster Hewitt broadcast a hockey game. 

When the St. Lawrence River was to be dammed and flooded to create the St. 
Lawrence Seaway in the late 1950s, the Willard home and farm would have 
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Figure 4: Mathurin Villeneuve 
house, France 

Source: the author 

been lost, being at the edge of the river. Fortunately, it was chosen as one of 
the buildings to be rescued before the flooding, thus reverting back to an inn 
at Upper Canada Village. We are very grateful to still be able to stop in there 
for afternoon tea and try always to snag a spot in Papa Bev’s bedroom. 

Personal Visits 
When travel is no longer restricted, there will 
be nothing like actually visiting a place con-
nected to one’s ancestors. A fine example of 
this was when my husband and I took a trip 
to France for our 25th wedding anniversary. 
We went back in time to 1666 when we 
visited the island of Île de Ré, located near 
the village of Sainte-Marie-de Ré, on the west 
coast of France. This village was home to my 
husband’s ancestor, Mathurin Villeneuve. 

In 1665, 21-year-old Mathurin, a cooper by 
trade, emigrated to Quebec City, Quebec, in 
Lower Canada.11 Mathurin managed well, as 
he married (a 12-year-old girl!), settled in 
Charlesbourg, Quebec, and went on to father 
15 children.12 Amazingly, in 2014, we were 
able to stand at the home he left behind in 
France, still being lived in and cared for, on the street that was eventually 
named rue Mathurin Villeneuve. We walked along the narrow streets, across 
to the village square, and gazed up at the same bell tower of the church as 
Mathurin would have done. The island is tropical, with wide beaches and 
palm trees. As we gathered a bit of beach sand as a souvenir, we wondered 
at Mathurin’s reason for emigration. Arriving in the New World must have 
been quite a shock, if only for the weather! 

Historic Homes 
There is also a chance that one of your ancestors’ homes is now an historic 
site. I discovered this was the case for the home where my Parsons ances-
tors lived in Sorel-Tracy, Quebec. It now carries the distinguished designa-
tion of Canadian National Historic Site. Edmund Henry and his wife Janet 
(Gardner) Parsons are noted as the first civilian family to live in the 
Governors’ Cottage or Maison des Gouverneurs after it ceased to be a 
government residence. (The house itself has another claim to fame—it is the 
first home in Canada to display a Christmas tree.)13 
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Figure 6: Captain T.N. Dancey house, 
Goderich, Ontario 
Source: the author 

Figure 5: Maison des Gouverneurs 
Source: Author’s collection 

Edmund Henry and his family moved 
into the Governors’ Cottage in 1860.14 
We are fortunate to have a picture from 
that time; perhaps it was moving day? 
My grandmother (Edmund and Janet’s 
granddaughter) remembered visiting 
the home when she and her mother 
drove from Goderich, Ontario, to Mon-
treal, on to Sorel, and lastly to Quebec 
City, then returning back to Goderich. 
This was in the early 1920s. Imagine 
that road trip! How much more comfortable it is to make a virtual visit now! 

Speaking of that grandmother, whose maiden name was Dancey, there’s 
another time travel portal to the Dancey homes in Goderich. There are two 

homes, both private, which can be 
strolled past and contemplated via Google 
Earth. One is the home of ship Captain T. 
N. Dancey, built in 1865, on East Street.15 
The home suffered a fire in 1886. Though 
it was not totally destroyed, Captain 
Dancey did lose “several hundred dollars 
worth of ships’ tackle,” and his wife and 
daughter lost all their stored clothing. 
This event, combined with the recent loss 
of his three ships, led great-great-grand-
father Captain Dancey to sell the home.16 
Today, happily for us, the home is on the 

list of Canada’s historic places and well preserved. 

Captain Dancey’s son, Loftus, became a lawyer.17 He built a lovely Victorian-
style home at the corner of St. Vincent and Waterloo Streets in 1899. In her 
diary at the time, his niece Lucy Brewer described the house as “Auntie’s 
new house which is awfully pretty.”18 It certainly is pretty and was a lovely 
spot for the wedding of my grandparents, Herbert L. Renwick and Dorothy 
Dancey. Time travel to 1926 and picture the bridal party standing on those 
front steps, after the ceremony in the parlour. 

(As a side note, I visited Goderich a number of years ago and got up the 
nerve to knock on the door of this house. The owner was extremely gracious 
when she learned of my connection and offered me a tour. I got to stand on 
the staircase my grandmother descended on her wedding day. I also stood 
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Figure 7: Loftus Dancey's house, 

Goderich, Ontario 
Source: the author 

Figure 8: Renwick-Dancey wedding, 1926 
Source: Author’s collection 

on the porch shown in the picture. Sometime later, an envelope arrived in 
my mailbox from the present owner’s husband. Inside it was a large (14” x 

10”) sepia portrait of a young girl, ca. 
1920—most likely my grandmother. 
The photo was found by another 
previous owner, who left it to the 
current owner, and, by that thought-
ful act, it came thence to me. If I hadn’t 
time travelled, this portrait would 
never have come my way.) 

Work-life Discoveries 
Another portal idea: does the place 

where an ancestor worked still exist 
today? I discovered that a distant 
ancestor, Lucy Whitcomb, had worked 

at the cotton mills in Lowell, Massachusetts. I have a couple of her letters, 
written in 1849, from her time there. While reading them the term “Factory 
Girls” caught my eye. A Google search revealed that the young women who 
worked in these mills were called Factory Girls. Further research indicated 
there is an entire National Park centred on the mills. The Boott Cotton Mills 
Museum is part of it, and a visit to their 
website brought to life, in images, my 
ancestor’s experiences. Additionally, 
Google Books revealed Loom and 
Spindle: Or, Life Among the Early Mill 
Girls, by Harriet Jane Hanson Robinson. 

Lucy’s letters took on a whole new 
meaning after the virtual visit to the 
museum and a read of the book. The 
mill girls’ work hours were long and 
noisy, the work arduous and sometimes 
dangerous. These conditions were 
stoically endured by Lucy and many 
other young women. From all over New 
England, they came to Lowell for work 
so they could send much-needed extra 
money to their families back home. 
Though the situations depicted in the pictures look desperate, and there was 
a (failed) strike in 1836 to improve wages and working conditions, Lucy’s 
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letters are cheerful. She even goes so far as to encourage the cousin to whom 
she was writing to come and work at the mills with her. 

Give Time Portals a Try 
Visiting lands and buildings that still survive from our ancestors’ time is 
truly one of the thrills of researching family history. To see something 
firsthand (or on-screen), is about equal to the “ah ha!” moments we get 
when we finally solve a genealogical puzzle. The visits can be in person, 
virtual, or a combination of both. Whichever route you choose, you’re sure to 
get a clearer, and more meaningful, view of your ancestors’ environments 
and lives. 

I encourage you to take a trip back in time, to experience something directly 
connected to you, via these time travel portals. It gives new meaning to a 
family vacation. And if you do go, please send me a postcard! 
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We Shall Remember Them 
BY NIGEL LLOYD 

A BIFHSGO member for five years, Nigel Lloyd has been writing soldier biographies for 
the No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station project for a few years. He gave a Great 
Moments talk about his great-great-grandfather Edward Lloyd, for which he won the 
best Great Moment talk award for 2018-19. In this article, he recounts the story of a 

soldier who was one of five sons to serve in the Great War. 

Private Maurice Victor Whittle© 
Regimental number: 3708 
4th Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment 

born: 1897–died: 16 July 1916 

Private Maurice Victor Whittle was 
born in Sculcoates, Yorkshire, in the 
third quarter of 1897,1 the son of 
James Whittle (1861–1937)2 and 
Sarah Ann, née Dresser (1863–
1927).3 

James Whittle was an interesting 
man. According to a lengthy article 
in the Hull Daily Mail of 3 January 
1912,4 he was a mechanic who 
worked for many years in Earle’s 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Co. 
Ltd. However, he had a serious fall 
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from a ship and injured his spine, so 
he became a shoemaker. He also 
worked at a local skating rink as a 
skate mechanic5 until it closed.  

The reason for the article was 
James’ work on inventing and devel-
oping an optical illusion machine for 
fairgrounds, in which passengers in 
lifeboats would have the impression 
of sea and land scenery approaching 
them. The article doesn’t record the 
fate of this enterprise, but a litera-
ture search did not reveal any 
evidence of a successful outcome. 

James and Sarah Ann had 13 
children, of whom three sadly died 
young.6 The first three were girls: 
Margaret Ann, the oldest, was born 
in 1883,7 but died at age 6.8 Alice 
Maud was born in 1884,9 followed 
by Henrietta, who was born in 1888 
but died the following year.10 

The next three children were boys: 
James Simon (born in 1889),11 
Ernest (born in 1890),12 and 
Clarence Charles (born in 1892).13 
Then came a girl, Sarah Ann, who 
was born in 1893,14 followed by two 
more boys: Alexander (born in 
1895)15 and Maurice Victor (born in 
1897).16 After Maurice came Louisa 
(born in 1899),17 then three more 
boys: Louis Seymour (born in 1900 
but died a year later),18 Leonard 
Norman (born in 1902),19 and 
Stanley Nicholson (born in 1904).20 

Their father was a former soldier, 
having served in the Hull Artillery 
Corps,21 and his sons continued that 

tradition in the First World War. By 
1915, all five sons who were old 
enough to serve their country were 
involved in the war effort. This was 
recorded in the 13 September 1915 
edition of the Hull Daily Mail under 
the heading “FIVE SONS SERVING.” 
The oldest two, James and Ernest, 
were both in the Royal Engineers, 
stationed at nearby Sunk Island and 
Killingholme, respectively.22 A two- 
gun installation was built on Sunk 
Island to defend the approach to the 
port of Hull and the Royal Navy fuel 
depot at Killingholme.23  

Clarence Charles had also been in 
the Royal Engineers, enlisting even 
before the war on 27 April 1914, 
but he was discharged on 4 Decem-
ber 1914 as being medically unfit 
due to multiple exostoses (bone 
growths), which meant he was 
unable to march.24 According to the 
newspaper article, he was engaged 
in munitions work in 1915.25  

Son-in-law Herbert Sharp also 
enlisted in the Royal Engineers and 
served on the Western Front.26 

Maurice and Alexander were in the 
4th East Yorkshire Regiment.27 
Private Maurice Whittle would have 
just turned 18 when he disembark-
ed in France on 1 September 1915.28 
This was strictly against regula-
tions, as soldiers could not be sent 
to fight overseas until they were 
19.29 His older brother, known as 
Alec, was already there. The battal-
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Figure 1: “Five Sons Serving,” Hull Daily Mail, 13 September 1915 
Source: British Newspaper Archive 

ion was stationed in Armentières in 
Northern France.30  

Ten months later, Private Maurice 
Whittle was wounded and taken to 
No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station at Bailleul,31 where he died 
of his wounds on 16 July 1916.32 He 
was buried in the Bailleul Commu-
nal Cemetery Extension, Nord, 
Reference II. E. 19.33 The inscription 
on his headstone reads:  

“HE THAT HATH SUFFERED IN THE 
FLESH HATH CEASED FROM SIN”  

The cemetery lies in the east end of 
the town of Bailleul, 
in the Nord depart-
ment of the Hauts-
de-France region, 
and contains the 
remains of 4344 
soldiers from the two 
world wars. 

Private Whittle 
received the Victory 
Medal (for service in 
an operational 
theatre) and the 
British War Medal 
(for service overseas 
between 1914 and 
1918) for his 
service.34 He also 
received the 1914–
15 Star (for service in 
any theatre of the 
Great War between 5 
August 1914 and 31 December 
1915).35 

An obituary in the local paper 
revealed something of his charac-
ter. A comrade said: “He was one of 
the most brave, cool, and calm boys 
when on duty.”36 Another friend 
wrote: “I had always found him a 
loyal and trustworthy chum, and 
loved him with the love of a 
brother.” 

Maurice’s four brothers in the army 
all survived the war.  

The oldest, James, married Ethel 
Abson before the war in 1911,37 and 
they celebrated their silver wedding 
anniversary in 1936.38  

Ernest married Nellie Viney in 
Sculcoates in 1912,39 and they were 
living in nearby Kingston upon Hull 
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in 1939.40 He was working as a 
watchman in a chemical warehouse, 
and was also a special constable, an 
unpaid part-time policeman.41 

Clarence married Lucy Billany in 
191342 and in 1939 was living in 
Kingston upon Hull as a widower 
with two of his daughters.43 He was 
working as an angle smith. He was 
also living with Alice Maud Hird, 
née Leighton, with whom he had 
three more children.44 45 46 
Tragically, the youngest of these, 
Colon, age 16 months, and daughter 
Hillary, age 12, were killed on 18 
July 1941 “by enemy action,”47 likely 
a bomb dropped on their home at 
85A Rosmead Street.48 

Alec married Ethel Reed after the 
war in 1922,49 and they also were 
living in Kingston upon Hull in 
1939, with two daughters.50 Alec 
was working as a ships’ cargo clerk. 

Alice Maud married Herbert Sharp 
in 191251 and they moved to Canada 
in 1923.52 By 1930, the family had 
moved to the United States.53 Alice 
Maud lived to the age of 71, dying in 
New York State in 1955.54 

Sarah Ann married Herbert Cropper 
in 1919,55 lived near her brother at 
54 Rosmead Street, Hull, in 1939,56 
and died in Hull in 1976.57 

The two youngest children, Leonard 
and Stanley, were too young to 
serve in WW I, being just 12 and 10, 
respectively, when it began. 
Leonard married Mary Alicia 

Stephenson in 192158 and died in 
1979 in Hull.59 Stanley married 
Rhoda Moody in 193160 and died in 
1978 in Hull.61 

© 2020 BIFHSGO 
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Registration district: Sculcoates, 
Inferred county: Yorkshire East 
Riding, Volume: 9d, Page: 391 

46 “England & Wales, Civil Registration 
Birth Index, 1916–2007,” Ancestry 
(www.ancestry.ca: accessed 12 April 
2020), entry for Colon J Whittle, 
Registration district: Sculcoates, 
Inferred county: Yorkshire East 
Riding, Volume: 9d, Page: 711 

47 “Deaths,” Hull Daily Mail, 22 July 
1941, page 2, British Newspaper 
Archive (www.britishnewspaper 
archive.co.uk: accessed 30 March 
2020), search for Whittle 

48 “UK, WWII Civilian Deaths, 1939–
1945,” Ancestry (www.ancestry.ca: 
accessed 12 April 2020), entries for 
Hillary Whittle and Colon James 
Whittle 

49 “England & Wales, Civil Registration 
Marriage Index, 1916–2005,” Ances-
try (www.ancestry.ca: accessed 28 
March 2020), entry for Alexander 
Whittle, Registration district: Scul-
coates, Inferred county: Yorkshire 
East Riding, Volume: 9d, Page: 316 
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50 “1939 Register,” Ancestry (www.an 
cestry.ca: accessed 28 March 2020), 
entry for Alexander Whittle, 
Schedule number: 47, Sub-schedule 
number: 1, Enumeration district: 
JAWC, Registration district: 522-5 

51 “England & Wales, Civil Registration 
Marriage Index, 1837–1915,” Ances-
try (www.ancestry.ca: accessed 28 
March 2020), entry for Alice M 
Whittle, Registration district: Scul-
coates, Inferred county: Yorkshire 
East Riding, Volume: 9d, Page: 301 

52 “Canada, Ocean Arrivals (Form 
30A), 1919–1924,” Ancestry (www. 
ancestry.ca: accessed 28 March 
2020), entry for Alice Maud Sharp 

53 “1930 United States Federal Cen 
sus,” Ancestry (www.ancestry.co.uk: 
accessed 1 November 2020), entry 
for Alice Sharpe [sic]  

54 “New York, Death Index, 1852–
1956,” Ancestry (www.ancestry.ca: 
accessed 4 April 2020), entry for 
Alice M Sharp 

55 “England & Wales, Civil Registration 
Marriage Index, 1916–2005,” 
Ancestry (www.ancestry.ca: access-
ed 28 March 2020), entry for Sarah 
A Whittle, Registration district: 
Sculcoates, Inferred county: York-
shire East Riding, Volume: 9d, Page: 
347  

56 “1939 Register,” Ancestry (www.an 
cestry.ca: accessed 28 March 2020), 
entry for Sarah Ann Cropper, Sched-
ule number: 270, Sub-schedule 

number: 2, Enumeration district: 
JAXI, Registration district: 522-5 

57 “England & Wales, Civil Registration 
Death Index, 1916–2007,” Ancestry 
(www.ancestry.ca: accessed 28 
March 2020), entry for Sarah Ann 
Cropper, Registration district: Hull, 
Inferred county: Humberside, 
Volume: 7, Page: 1015 

58 “England & Wales, Civil Registration 
Marriage Index, 1916–2005,” Ances-
try (www.ancestry.ca: accessed 30 
October 2020), entry for Leonard N 
Whittle, Registration district: Scul-
coates, Inferred county: Yorkshire 
East Riding, Volume: 9d, Page: 320 

59 “England & Wales, Civil Registration 
Death Index, 1916–2007,” Ancestry 
(www.ancestry.ca: accessed 30 
October 2020), entry for Leonard 
Norman Whittle, Registration 
district: Hull, Inferred county: 
Humberside, Volume: 7, Page: 1053 

60 “England & Wales, Civil Registration 
Marriage Index, 1916–2005,” Ances-
try (www.ancestry.ca: accessed 30 
October 2020), entry for Stanley N 
Whittle, Registration district: Scul-
coates, Inferred county: Yorkshire 
East Riding, Volume: 9d, Page: 368 

61 “England & Wales, Civil Registration 
Death Index, 1916–2007,” Ancestry 
(www.ancestry.ca: accessed 30 
October 2020), entry for Stanley 
Nicholson Whittle, Registration 
district: Hull, Inferred county: 
Humberside, Volume: 7, Page: 0654 

Don’t delay. Renew Today! 
Support your society, the programs and activities you enjoy 

and your genealogical community. 
Renew your membership now!
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The Cream of the Crop 
Top items from recent posts on the Canada’s Anglo-Celtic-Connections blog 

 

BY JOHN D. REID 

Newspapers 
By the end of the 
year, The British 
Newspaper Archive 
partnership 
project between 
Findmypast and 

the British Library will be complete, 
with 40 million newspaper pages 
digitized. About two-thirds are 
English newspapers, 15% each for 
Ireland and Scotland. A quarter of 
the English content is London 
papers that include national public-
cations. The content is particularly 
strong for the Victorian period to 
the end of the First World War. 

Earlier this year MyHeritage added 
a Canadian searchable newspaper 
collection, derived from the images 
at https://news.google.com/news 
papers. I was dismayed when it 
went away shortly after I said how 
great it is, on a Canada Day webinar. 
Now, unannounced, it's back and 
every bit as good. You may not need 
a separate subscription to 
newspapers.com to access the 
archives of many Canadian 
newspapers if you subscribe to 
MyHeritage. 

Top Genealogy Websites 
In early October, BIFHSGO member 
Ken McKinlay published lists of “My 
Top 10+ Free Genealogy Sites” and 
“My Top 10 Fee-Based Genealogy 
Sites.” Find them on his blog at 
https://familytreeknots.blogspot. 
com/. They are a valuable source 
even if, inevitably, coloured by the 
names, places and time periods that 
Ken researches.  

Deceased Online and More 
This often-overlooked central 
database for UK burials and 
cremations is one not mentioned by 
Ken, nor here for a while. Additions 
this year, up to November, are 
Exeter (103,900), Norwich 
(191,000), Wakefield (277,000), 
Salford (538,000), Cheshire East 
(245,800), and Sandwell (344,700). 
Other sources for compiled burial 
records with broad UK coverage are 
The National Burial Index, with over 
13 million records for England and 
Wales; and Find a Grave, which has 
nearly 8 million records for UK and 
Ireland. The major services carry 
county-level collections.  

Sheffield 
A search is underway to find the 
descendants of the many families 

Techniques and Resources 
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behind the firms that made knives 
in the steel city of Sheffield. The 
project hopes to find 5000 people 
from the city whose family names 
are on the cutlery database. If you 
think your family name may be 
included, check out the database at 
www.hawleysheffieldknives.com/in
dex.php?/. 

National Library of Scotland Maps 
One of the star organizations that 
has kept on going through the 
pandemic is the map unit of the 
NLS, at https://maps.nls.uk/. New 
parish/county information was 
added in the “Explore Georefer-
enced Maps” viewer. And from 
August to October, the following 
seven titles were new or updated 
with substantial additions: 

• German naval charts of British 
waters, 1938–1945 

• Sutherland estate mapping, 
1770s–1920s 

• Dumfries Archival Mapping 
Project estate maps of south-
west Scotland, 1770s–1940s 

• One-inch and half-inch to the 
mile maps of southern India, 
1916–1945 

• Coastal charts of Scotland, 
1592–1947 

• Transport plans of Scotland, 
eighteenth to twentieth 
centuries 

• Charles Goad Fire Insurance 
Plans of Scottish Towns, 1880s–
1940s. 

 

Welsh Anglican BMBs 
At the end of October, there was a 
rush of Welsh Anglican baptism, 
marriage (and banns) and burial 
records posted online. Ancestry 
added titles for each of the 13 
counties, for a total of 14,657,428 
transcript records being newly 
available, from the mid-sixteenth 
century to 1994.  

MyHeritage added them in three 
titles, separately for baptisms, 
marriages and burials, for a total of 
14,872,520 transcript records. The 
Genealogist announced the release 
of “8 million Parish Records, listing 
over 14.5 million individuals, with 
images of the original registers.” 
Findmypast had Welsh parish 
records online much earlier, both 
transcripts and images, but they 
don't include the more recent years 
from the other companies. 
FamilySearch has a transcript 
version of the Findmypast collection. 
FreeReg also has transcriptions, 
which might include nonconformist 
BMBs. 

Canada's Irish Pioneers 
Frequent BIFHSGO speaker Lucille 
Campey documents in her latest 
book, Canada's Irish Pioneers: Their 
Story, published in August and the 
final one in her Irish series, that 
while there was a lot of hardship, 
the horrendous death rates asso-
ciated with immigration mostly 
occurred in 1847. There's much 
more to the story. 
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Following the first overview 
chapter, “Essential but 
Undervalued,” the book's chapters 
move from east to west, starting 
with early settlement in Newfound-
land. The early chapters rehearse 
material covered in more depth in 
earlier books in the series Atlantic 
Canada's Irish Immigrants: A Fish 
and Timber Story, published in 
2016,  and Ontario and Quebec's 
Irish Pioneers: Farmers, Labourers 
and Lumberjacks, published in 2018. 

As settlement occurred further west 
the story moves to the later years. 
Many of the Irish who had originally 
settled in Eastern Canada joined the 
movement which saw a western 
population explosion. There are 
chapters for Manitoba to the West 
Coast. In Alberta, I was surprised to 
learn of an influx of prosperous, 
well-educated and entrepreneur-
ially inclined Irishmen to Calgary in 
the 1870s, and settlement as 
ranchers in the Macleod District of 
former members of the North-West 
Mounted Police, which was 
modelled on the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary. 

Canadians of Irish origin often ask 
about passenger lists for their 
ancestor's Atlantic crossing and are 
disappointed to learn that finding 
one is a rare exception. A 14-page 
appendix, “Selected Immigrant Ship 
Crossings from Ireland to Quebec, 
1841–1850,” compiles information 
from British parliamentary papers 
on the voyages: year and month of 

arrival, vessel name, departure port, 
and the number of passengers, and 
sometimes notes on the voyage.  

As with the previous books, there 
are comprehensive notes, a bibliog-
raphy and an index. Inserted in the 
text are 26 outline maps by Geoff 
Campey and 14 tables, including a 
few early lists of immigrants. 

Canada's Irish Pioneers: Their Story 
is self-published on Amazon, where 
the 391-page paperback edition is 
available for $25. There's a Kindle 
edition for an amazing $8—within 
the budget and a feast for all but the 
most impoverished Irish immigrant 
descendant. 

Additions to Canadiana 
Begun in 2013, Héritage is a 10-year 
initiative to digitize the most 
significant Canadian archival fonds 
previously available only in micro-
formats and to endow these 
materials with carefully compiled, 
robust metadata. 

After a long hiatus (no prize for 
guessing the reason) Canadiana.ca 
added 111 items to the collection in 
October. There are lots of local and 
society reports, annual and other-
wise, mostly for the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, which might 
possibly be of interest if someone in 
your family tree was named. That’s 
a long shot. There are also city 
directories for Joliette (1898), 
Trois-Rivières, Sorel et Berthier 
(1879), St. John's, Harbor Grace, and 
Carbonear (1885–86), and Kingston 



Anglo-Celtic Roots • Quarterly Chronicle 40 Volume 26, Number 4 • Winter 2020 
 

(1857–58). Find the complete list, 
along with additional “coming soon” 
items at www.crkn-rcdr.ca/en/ 
whats-new-canadiana-collections/.  

Digital Jigsaw Puzzles 
Finally, puzzles from the 
Smithsonian Libraries you can play 

online when you need a break were 
mentioned in my weekly “Sunday 
Sundries” post. As a diversion, not 
especially challenging, find six more 
at https://blog.library.si.edu/blog 
/2020/05/07/puzzles/#.X6LdT2hK
iUl/. 

 

Membership Report 
BY ANN BURNS  

New BIFHSGO Members  11 Aug 2020–10 Nov 2020 

Member No. Name Address 

2037 Kimberley McEwan Merrickville, ON 

2038 Patricia Taylor Thornhill, ON 

2039 Susan Clasen Westminster, CO, USA 

2040 Joan Smith Grand Valley, ON 

2041 Daphne Fry Ottawa, ON 

2042 Margaret Chapman Halifax, NS 

2043 Judy Neville Finch, ON 

631 Alastair Speirs Ottawa, ON 

2044 Barbara Thompson Walker Ottawa, ON 

BIFHSGO News 

Great Moments in Genealogy 

12 December 2020   10:00–11:30 a.m. 
Zoom Meeting—Registration Required 

Bring a favourite holiday tradition or memory to share 
during social time between talks. 

Three Great Moments— Two Shipwrecks & a Tour of Ireland 

See www.bifhsgo.ca for details 



 

BIFHSGO Board of Directors 2020–2021 
President Duncan Monkhouse president@bifhsgo.ca 
Recording Secretary Gillian Leitch secretary@bifhsgo.ca 
Treasurer Marianne Rasmus treasurer@bifhsgo.ca 
Research & Projects John McConkey research@bifhsgo.ca 
Membership Ann Burns membership@bifhsgo.ca 
Communications Vacant communications@bifhsgo.ca 
Outreach Vacant publicity@bifhsgo.ca 
Education Vacant education@bifhsgo.ca 
Program Dianne Brydon programs@bifhsgo.ca 
Past President Barbara Tose pastpresident@bifhsgo.ca 
 
Communications  
 Anglo-Celtic Roots Editor 
 eNews Editor 
 Web manager 
 Queries 
 Photographer 

Barbara Tose  
Vacant 
Sheila Dohoo Faure 
Sheila Dohoo Faure 
Dena Palamedes 

accreditor@bifhsgo.ca 
newsletter@bifhsgo.ca 
webmanager@bifhsgo.ca 
queries@bifhsgo.ca 
 

Conference 2021 Jane Down, Susan Courage 

Public Accountant McCay Duff LLP 

The Society 
The British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa (BIFHSGO) is   
an independent, federally incorporated society and a registered charity 
(Reg. No. 89227 4044 RR0001). Our purpose is to encourage, carry on and 
facilitate research into, and publication of, family histories by people who 
have ancestors in the British Isles. 

We have two objectives: to research, preserve, and disseminate Canadian 
and British Isles family and social history, and to promote genealogical 
research through a program of public education, showing how to conduct 
this research and preserve the findings in a readily accessible form. 

We publish genealogical research findings and information on research            
resources and techniques, hold public meetings on family history, and 
participate in the activities of related organizations. 

Membership dues for 2021 are $50 for individuals, $60 for families, and 
$50 for institutions. Members enjoy four issues of Anglo-Celtic Roots, ten 
family history meetings, members-only information on bifhsgo.ca, friendly 
advice from other members, and participation in special interest groups.  



 

BIFHSGO Calendar of Events 
Saturday Morning Meetings 

10:00–11:30 a.m. 
On Zoom—Registration Required 

 

      9  Jan 2021 Researching British Home Children—Gloria 
Tubman will offer an overview of British home children 
and the various resources available to research this topic. 
She will relate stories of individuals using the information 
discovered in Canada and Britain.  You may look at your 
own family research differently. 

  13 Feb 2021 The Ragman’s Children: A Story of 19th-Century 
Economic Migration—Christine Jackson’s great-
grandparents arrived in London’s East End from 
Amsterdam in 1867. Eighty years later their descendants 
described them as successful, prosperous tobacco and 
diamond merchants. In 2003, Christine and her cousin 
Rod set about to discover not only their family’s place in 
Victorian and pre-War London but also their humble 
beginnings in the Netherlands. 

  13 Mar 2021 Canada’s Irish Pioneers: Their Story—Canada’s 
Irish immigrants are often depicted as sad and helpless 
exiles, but the facts would indicate otherwise. Lucille 
Campey will debunk this negative imagery by revealing 
the truths underlying their immigration saga. 

*Please Note: The schedule and all programming are subject to 
change depending on the state of the COVID-19 pandemic. Please 
check our website at www.bifhsgo.ca for up-to-date information. 
Meetings will occur via Zoom until attendance is permitted at Ben Franklin 
Place. Education Talks will resume in the new year—see the website. 
For information on special interest groups check www.bifhsgo.ca. 

Articles for Anglo-Celtic Roots 
Articles and illustrations for publication are welcome. For advice on 
preparing manuscripts, please email the Editor, at acreditor@bifhsgo.ca. 
The deadline for submissions to the Spring issue is 24 January 2021. 
 

http://www.bifhsgo.ca/

