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From the Editor: 

75 years ago this year, thousands of 
War Brides took a leap of faith—or love 
perhaps—and boarded ships to join 
their military husbands in Canada. This 
issue pays tribute to those women. 

Glenn Wright begins with a history of 
love and marriage during the war and 
how the military took responsibility for 
transporting the women and children to 
Canada. 

Carol Annett brings us the story of Mary 
Didlick who left her home near 
Birmingham for a very different life 
with her husband Regis Imhoff in 
coastal New Brunswick. 

John Reid illustrates how to research a 
war bride’s history back to and in the 
UK using good genealogical practices. 
Resources are revealed along the way. 

War Brides were not exclusive to WWII. 
John and Glenn discuss the different 
experiences of WW I brides and provide 
the stories of two women who settled in 
Ottawa.  

Please note the items under BIFHSGO 
News, which are of import to the 
society. In particular, don’t miss our 
conference announcement on page 40. 

Lastly, I would like to thank Jean 
Kitchen again for her assistance 
preparing this issue. I couldn’t have 
done it without her! 

Barbara Tose 
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Welcome to 2021! 
Unfortunately, Covid 
is still with us but, 
while stay at home 
regulations cramp 
our socializing, they 
provide an excellent 
opportunity to review 

and explore our family history. I hope 
you have been taking advantage of 
the many opportunities for learning 
and meeting through Facebook, Zoom 
and other online applications. 

The BIFHSGO Special Interest Groups 
all now meet via Zoom. We continue 
to hold Socials every two weeks and 
we recently held our first virtual 
Open House! However, I’m sure we 
are looking forward to spring when 
we can get together outside and 
enjoy improving weather while still 
social distancing.  

Major work is being undertaken to 
change our website. We are fortunate 
to have Sheila Dohoo Faure chairing 
an ad hoc committee to facilitate the 
transition. Sheila’s team is also 
developing a conference website for 
our first virtual conference this fall.  

The themes from last year have been 
carried over but the program has 
expanded in ways never imagined 
before Covid. More information will 
be released soon—if it hasn’t been 
already. I am quite excited about it 
and hope you will be able to join us 

 online 19–26 September for “Irish 
Lines and Female Finds”. See the new 
website at www.BIFHSGO2021.ca. 

We have recently lost another 
director on the Board. Susan Davis, 
our Communications Director, 
regretfully decided that personal and 
work commitments would no longer 
allow her to perform her director’s 
duties as she wished. This leaves the 
Board short three directors—
Communications, Education and 
Outreach. Yet another director will be 
leaving the Board in June, when her 
term expires, due to previous 
commitments elsewhere. This poses 
a serious challenge to us all—one 
which we must meet together if we 
are to continue to offer the excellent 
programs and opportunities for 
which we are known. 

Although others have temporarily 
taken on some roles of the vacant 
directorships, directors are needed to 
help run and guide the society. With-
out them, I simply cannot pretend 
that BIFSHGO will be able to carry on 
as is. Consider this an opportunity to 
help shape the society as it moves 
into a new and exciting era. Help 
build your society—please volunteer 
now!  

 
 
Duncan Monkhouse 
 

From the President 
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Canada’s War Brides: Love and Marriage  

in Times of Uncertainty 
BY GLENN WRIGHT 

Glenn is a military history expert, a former BIFHSGO President, and 
stalwart supporter of the society and ACR.

Britain declared war 
on Germany on 3 Sep-
tember 1939, but the 

government of Mackenzie King, 
conscious of Canada’s evolving 
independent status within the 
British Empire, waited a full week 
before joining the fray. Mobilization 
was immediate and by Christmas 
1939, the First Canadian Division of 
the Canadian Army, consisting of 
about 25,000 troops, had arrived in 
England. The 2nd Canadian Division 
followed in the summer and fall of 
1940, the 3rd Division in 1941. 

Over 360,000 men and women of 
the Canadian Army served in the 
United Kingdom (UK) during the 
war, and when personnel of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) 
and Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) are 
included, close to a half million 
Canadians spent time in Britain 
between 1939 and 1946. 

The Army settled in, mostly in south 
and southeast England, for what 
would be a long stay. In 1940, no 
one could predict how the war 

would unfold; no one could predict 
that Canadian troops would not see 
any action until the Dieppe Raid in 
August 1942 and then only in small 
numbers. Not until the invasion of 
Sicily in July 1943 and the D-Day 
landings in France in June 1944 
would large numbers of Canadian 
troops be mobilized from Britain for 
action in continental Europe. 

Fraternization with the local 
population was inevitable, as it had 
been during the First World War—
with one major difference. Between 
1914 and 1918, most of the 400,000 
Canadian troops who set their boots 
down in England did so briefly; 
following a period of training they 
were soon en route to the Western 
Front. While permanent staff in 
London and elsewhere (including 
medical personnel in hospitals or 
convalescent homes and staff at 
training camps) accounted for 
several thousand Canadians, the 
number was never close to the large 
number of Canadians who settled 
down in England after 1939. 

Family History Research 
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The influx of thousands of young 
men, many away from home for the 
first time, initially met with a cool 
reception from their British hosts. 
Memories of those “wild colonial 
boys” and post-war rioting in 1919 
were recalled with unease. Daily life 
was filled with enough uncertain-
ty—with German air raids, food 
rationing and fear of invasion—
without so many Canadians literally 
on the doorstep. “Relations with the 
British public,” wrote historian C.P. 
Stacey, “left much to be desired.”1 

As time went by, however, the 
situation improved, and inevitably 
relationships between Canadian 
soldiers and British women flour-
ished. A young woman in Headley, 
southwest of London, was appalled 
at the behaviour of the Canadians 
when first encountered. She was 
convinced that they had all been 
recruited from prisons. She eventu-
ally changed her mind and married 
a Canadian soldier!2 

And love was in the air, or so it 
seemed. The first marriage between 
a Canadian serviceman and an 
English woman took place on 29 
January 1940, the first of about 
1,222 in 1940 alone, starting a trend 
that would become one of the most 
enduring themes of Canadian 
involvement in the Second World 
War—British war brides.3 

As more and more Canadian 
soldiers poured into Britain, the 
number of marriages increased year 

by year until the end of the war, as 
noted here: 1,222 (1940), 3,100 
(1941), 4,160 (1942), 5,897 (1943), 
6,200 (1944), 7,820 plus (1945).4 
The fact that large numbers of 
Canadian Army personnel were in 
the UK is reflected in the marriage 
statistics. In 80 per cent of the 
marriages, the British bride married 
a member of the Army, 18 per cent 
of marriages involved a member of 
the RCAF, and only 2 per cent of the 
husbands were Navy personnel. 
Most of the children born of these 
unions prior to emigration to 
Canada (85.5 per cent) were 
children of Army fathers.5 

A soldier needed the permission of 
his commanding officer to marry, 
although it was perfectly legal for 
him to marry without completing 
the process, which had been 
primarily designed to serve as a 
deterrent to a “hasty” marriage.  

It was a complicated procedure. 
With five or six hundred marriages 
and births every month by early 
1944, the administrative impact 
was enormous: paperwork to en-
sure that the prospective couple 
were both interviewed, paperwork 
to initiate the payment of depen-
dant’s allowance, paperwork to 
keep track of newly married women 
and children. 

In order to impose some control 
over widespread neglect of the per-
mission process, regulations were 
amended in the spring of 1944 so 
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that any soldier marrying without 
permission would face disciplinary 
action. A two-month waiting period 
was required, but not always ad-
hered to, especially if the husband-
to-be was about to be shipped out.  

The soldier also underwent a 
medical examination for venereal 
disease and tuberculosis and was 
interviewed to determine his fitness 
“to earn his own living and support 
a family” upon discharge. His 
fiancée was also subjected to the 
same tests to determine her medical 
and mental fitness—both for 
marriage and for admissibility to 
Canada as an immigrant. 

Authorities were not only con-
cerned that marriages made in the 
passion of the moment might not 
last; other delicate issues often 
surfaced that had to be dealt with. 
These included mixed marriages 
between Roman Catholics and non-
Catholics, instances of bigamy and 
occasional demands for a proxy 
marriage.6 

To Canada 
As early as 1941, planning was 
underway to return soldiers’ depen-
dants to Canada. Initially, the focus 
was on the hundreds of wives, some 
with children, who had travelled to 
Britain from Canada at the begin-
ning of the war to be near their 
husbands. Regulations were put in 
place to prohibit travel from 
Canada, and arrangements were 
made to return all non-essential 

civilians and newly married brides 
and children to Canada. The London 
Office of the Immigration Branch 
arranged for transportation in 
troopships returning to Canada, not 
the most pleasant mode of ocean 
travel.  

The decision to evacuate women 
and children to Canada was trig-
gered by incessant German bomb-
ings, especially in England, as well 
as difficulties in securing sufficient 
food and accommodation. In spite of 
the dangers on land and at sea, 
immigration authorities felt that 
war brides and their children, and 
civilians generally, would be safer in 
Canada. 

Using troopships was not ideal. 
Conditions were often deplorable, 
and because of wartime secrecy the 
ships arrived at Halifax with no 
advance notice, often leaving 
women and children with little or 
no assistance when they disem-
barked. Wartime crossings probably 
numbered fewer than 2,000, but 
there were complaints about the 
uncomfortable voyage, the secrecy 
and the general lack of assistance on 
the ship and in Canada. 

It took a damaging newspaper story 
at the end of 1943 to produce much-
needed changes to the system. On 
30 December 1943, the Vancouver 
Daily Province published a photo-
graph of war bride Mrs. Edward 
Pelkey (née Elsie Harding) and her 
two young children with the head-
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line “No Room for Them in Canada.” 
“I always understood Canada was 
God’s country,” the young mother 
said, “So far I have done nothing but 
beg.” Because of British govern-
ment regulations, she was only 
allowed to leave the country with a 
maximum of £10. Her husband 
Edward, a member of the Canadian 
Forestry Corps, was returned to 
Canada in the fall of 1943 and soon 
discharged, thus losing any claim he 
had for dependant’s allowance for 
his family. He met his wife and 
children at Halifax; when no accom-
modation or job could be found in 
Nova Scotia, the family relocated to 
Toronto, with the same result. From 
there, Edward travelled to British 
Columbia, secured work and sent 
for his wife and children. His wages, 
however, were not sufficient to 
support his young family. 

The Pelkeys’ story hit a nerve 
among Vancouverites and the very 
next day, they were showered with 
money, food, clothing and a job offer 
for Edward. It changed, the Daily 
Province reported, “a sense of 
frustration and a tinge of bitterness 
against Canadians into gratitude 
and affection.”7 

The difficulties encountered by the 
Pelkeys did more than that. Follow-
ing an investigation and high-level 
discussions in Ottawa and London, 
National Defence officials recog-
nized that the department and the 
Canadian Army had “a moral 
responsibility” to move soldier 

dependants safely and securely 
from the UK to their new homes in 
Canada. 

The requirement that permission 
was needed to marry was, in fact, a 
soft deterrent to a quick marriage. 
Some military officials were con-
cerned about the financial implica-
tions, such as the increased depen-
dants’ allowances during the war, 
and the costs of transportation to 
Canada and post-war pensions. It 
became clear, however, that Cana-
dian Military Headquarters (CMHQ) 
was genuinely concerned that hasty 
and irresponsible marriages would 
result in a great number of unhappy 
men and women on both sides of 
the Atlantic. 

As one officer noted at the time, 
military authorities had a vested 
interest in the enormous number of 
marriages “as in any other matter 
which affects the fighting efficiency 
of the soldiers under their 
command.”8 

In August 1944, CMHQ in London 
assumed responsibility for soldier 
dependants and to do so established 
the Canadian Wives Bureau (CWB). 
The Bureau would make all 
arrangements for the transportation 
and welfare of the wives and child-
ren of Canadian service personnel, 
including those of the RCAF and the 
RCN.9 Prospective brides were re-
quired to have a medical examina-
tion, to provide a character refer-
ence from a “responsible” person 
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and, if under 21, to have written 
consent from their parents or 
guardians. The Bureau would 
ensure that any and all document-
tation was completed by the couple 
and, more importantly, that suitable 
settlement arrangements were 
made in Canada for the reception of 
the bride and her children. 

Officials at CMHQ had no way of 
knowing how many women and 
children would ultimately be 
eligible for transportation to 
Canada, but by the spring of 1945, 
as the war drew to a close, it was 
estimated that approximately 
45,000 women and children would 
require such transport.10 Repatriat-
ing the Canadian Army was chal-
lenge enough; transporting tens of 
thousands of women and children 
to ports of departure, providing 
suitable and safe accommodation 
and, once in Canada, ensuring their 
travel and settlement arrangements, 
was an enormous task. 

The CWB moved quickly and 
enlisted the assistance of the Red 
Cross, the Salvation Army, railway 
companies and other agencies in 
both Britain and Canada. In the 
meantime, the Bureau encouraged 
the formation of clubs where 
Canada-bound brides could meet 
other new brides, learn about 
Canada and Canadian customs, and 
have their questions answered or 
concerns heard. Over 50 such 
clubs—such as the Mrs. Canada 
Club in Hastings, the Auld Reekie 

Club in Glasgow and the Adanac 
Forget-Me-Nots in Woking—were 
organized throughout England, 
Scotland and Wales.11 The women 
needed this support, especially 
since a majority of their husbands 
would be the first to leave the UK. 

In 1944, the National Defence and 
the Wartime Information Board 
published a small booklet, Welcome 
to War Brides, a compendium of 
information on Canada and Canadi-
ans. It explained to the prospective 
brides the preparations for the voy-
age and answered their important 
questions about Canadians: “Where 
do they live? What do Canadians 
eat? What do they wear? Where do 
we shop? Will I find my own 
church?” The booklet concluded 
with a glossary of English terms and 
the Canadian equivalent. 

Movement from the UK to Canada 
was coordinated in London. Wives, 
including those with children, were 
brought to London, where paper-
work was finalized and itineraries 
in Canada confirmed. While a small 
number of women and children 
were fortunate enough to fly to 
Canada, the vast majority were 
transported by sea. 

Most sailings departed from 
Liverpool or Southampton or even 
Glasgow. Large pre-war passenger 
liners, such as the Aquitania, the Ile 
de France and the Queen Mary, 
allowed thousands to travel in a 
relative comfort and style that many 
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had never experienced, on a journey 
that for many was one of anxious 
anticipation about what lay ahead. 
The movement started in earnest in 
February 1946 and continued to 
September. 

When the first wave of voyages was 
almost complete, the administration 
of the program was gradually 
returned to the Immigration Branch 
and the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, although National Defence 
maintained significant responsibili-
ty until the sailing of the Aquitania 
in January 1947. In the period from 
August 1944 to January 1947, 
61,334 dependants arrived in 
Canada, the last official “war bride” 
voyage taking place in 1948.12 

Since C.P. Stacey and B. M. Wilson 
wrote in The Half-Million that 
wartime marriages ranged “from 
the idyllic to the tragic,” one can 
only be impressed by the massive 
movement of women and children 
in 1946.13 In spite of the fact that 
some 5 percent of the marriages 
ended before they really began, that 
some young brides became 
disillusioned and returned home, 
and that many marriages simply did 
not succeed, there are hundreds of 
war bride stories that speak to the 
power of enduring love and 
commitment. They add a much-
needed romantic element to the 
story of Canada in the Second World 
War. 

For decades, women kept in touch 
with one another, formed associa-
tions, found themselves the subject 
of books, plays, films and scholarly 
theses, and were recognized by the 
federal and provincial governments. 
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Mary Imhoff, the War Bride 

on Our Family Tree© 
BY CAROL ANNETT 

Since joining the BIFHSGO Writing Group in 2006, Carol rarely missed 
a meeting before the pandemic. The group was on hiatus in 2020, but 
Carol managed to keep on writing. While helping a friend write about 
the war brides in her own family, Carol unexpectedly discovered that 
she had a war bride in her family tree too.

Mary Didlick Weds  
Regis Imhoff 
The wedding took place in 
Smethwick, Staffordshire, in April 
1945, just before the official end of 
WW II in Europe.1 When Mary 
Didlick, an Englishwoman, married 
Regis Imhoff, a Canadian soldier, 
she would become one of the nearly 
44,000 war brides who wed Cana-
dian servicemen and moved to 
Canada after the war. As Mary later 
claimed, her husband tried to pre-
pare her for New Brunswick. She 
also said “There is one thing about 
my husband. He told me that he 

didn’t own anything . . . He said ‘I 
don’t own the clothes on my back 
but I’m telling you the truth, I pro-
mise that you’ll never be without 
and I’ll build you a house when you 
come over’ and he made that 
promise.”2 

Historian Melynda Jarratt included 
Mary’s candid comments in her 
master’s thesis, and in her book, 
Captured Hearts, about war brides 
of New Brunswick. A desire to learn 
more about Canadian war brides 
had led me to Melynda’s excellent 
website, www.canadianwarbrides 
.com.3 There I found a gold mine of 
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information about war brides in 
general, and, to my amazement, I 
discovered a family connection to 
one war bride in particular—Mary 
Imhoff.  

Discovering an Imhoff Relative 
When I read Melynda’s thesis, Mary 
Imhoff’s unusual surname caught 

my attention. My husband’s 
maternal grandmother was an 
Imhoff. Research soon confirmed 
that Mary Imhoff’s husband Regis, 
from Bathurst, New Brunswick, and 
my husband Richard Annett’s 
maternal grandmother, Mabel 
Imhoff, of New Carlisle, Quebec, 
were related. Regis and Mabel were 
second cousins. His wife Mary was 
now the only war bride on our 
family tree. I wanted to know more 
about her. Did Mary really know 
what to expect in New Brunswick? 
How much did she know about 
Regis Imhoff?  

Imhoff History 
Mary would never meet either of 
Regis’s parents. His mother, 
Seraphine Legacy, died when he 
was 4 years old and his father, Israel 
Imhoff, died seven years later.6, 7, 8 
Mary was told that her husband had 

Acadian heritage, and that is likely 
true. But the Imhoffs were of 
German origin.9, 10 Regis’s Imhoff 
ancestor had come to British North 
America from Brunswick, Germany, 
138 years before Regis was born. In 
1985, my father-in-law, Gaspé 
historian Ken Annett, who married 

Mabel Imhoff’s daughter, 
Velma, included a chap-
ter called “The Imhoff 
Family” in his self-
published collection 
Gaspé of Yesterday in 
which he tells the story 
of the Gaspé Imhoffs.11 

In 1776, the British government 
recruited experienced soldiers from 
Germany—called Hessians—to 
bolster their forces in North 
America. From April 1776 onwards, 
more than 30 ships carry-ing a total 
of 30,000 Hessian troops sailed 
across the Atlantic from 
Portsmouth, England. Most were 
bound for New York, but the 
Brunswick Dismounted Dragoons 
Regiment was stationed in Québec. 
Johann Ludwig Louis (Lewis) Imhoff 
was one of these Brunswickers. He 
spent seven years with this 
regiment repelling the American 
invaders who threatened to take 
over Montréal and Fortress Québec. 
When he retired from active duty, 
Louis petitioned to remain in Lower 
Canada with the Loyalists who were 
settling in New Carlisle on the Gaspé 
Peninsula. 

Mary Imhoff’s Acadian husband from Bathurst 
told her the truth about what she could expect 
in Canada, and that honesty is what prepared 
her for the long and sometimes difficult years 
ahead on the north shore of New Brunswick. 

Melynda Jarratt4,5 
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Figure 1: Relationship between Regis Imhoff and Mabel Law  
Source: Author 

Quebec and New Brunswick 
Imhoffs 
Mabel Imhoff belonged to a branch 
of Louis Imhoff’s descendants who 
stayed in New Carlisle, Québec.12–16 
Regis Imhoff was descended from a 
branch of the family who moved 
across the Baie des Chaleurs to 
northern New Brunswick.17, 18 The 
Imhoffs were farmers, but Regis’s 
father also worked as a hunting and 
fishing guide. In the 1911 Census, 

his place of work is listed as 
“Forest.” 

After 1881, census records show 
that Imhoffs on both sides of the 
Baie des Chaleurs stopped giving 
their “racial/tribal origin” as 
German. Instead, they said were 
English, Irish, French, or Dutch.19–27 
As often happens with the passage 
of generations, the story of an early 
ancestor is lost. 
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Both Regis and Mabel came from 
generations of large Roman Catholic 
families. Regis was the youngest of 
nine children. Mabel was 30 years 
older than him; she was closer in 
age to his eldest siblings. In 1925, 
the same year as Regis’s mother 
died,28 Mabel Imhoff married 
Bertram Law.29 

Since Regis and Mabel’s families 
lived on opposite sides of the water, 
they may not have been close. But 
these small maritime communities 
were strongly interconnected. 
Everyone in the Imhoff clan in the 
Gaspé would have been familiar 
with the Imhoff Settlement in 
northern New Brunswick. The 
Imhoff brothers were renowned 
hunting and fishing guides who ran 
numerous popular hunt camps.30 

In 1932, the shocking news would 
have reached Mabel Imhoff Law in 
New Carlisle that Regis’s father 
Israel, an experienced guide, had 
frozen to death in the snow on his 
way home from setting traps one 
winter night, just a quarter of a mile 
from his home at South Tetagouche, 
New Brunswick.31 He was 58 years 
old. Regis was 11 years of age when 
his father died; he had to grow up in 
a hurry. Only two older siblings 
were still at home. 

In 1939, Regis’ sister, Delcina, left 
New Brunswick for New Carlisle, 
Quebec, to marry Ralph Law.32 

Ralph was a third cousin of Bert 
Law, the husband of Delcina’s 

second cousin Mabel.33, 34 Ralph Law 
and Bert Law shared the same 
great-great-grandparents, Allen 
Law Sr. and Elizabeth Anne Briggs, 
who were born in Ireland and 
settled in the New Carlisle area 
between 1830 and 1835. Although 
Regis Imhoff now had a sister living 
in New Carlisle when he enlisted in 
the army, he gave as his next-of-kin 
his sister, Violette, Mrs. Lawrence 
Boucher, who lived in East Bathurst, 
where he lived. 

Corporal Regis Imhoff 
Regis Imhoff, a Canadian from New 
Brunswick, a descendant of a 
German mercenary who fought for 
the British in North America in the 
late 1700s, was about to go to war 
against the land of his German fore-
bears. Regis may not have known 
about this historical twist of fate. 
Nor did he know that he would fall 
in love and marry an Englishwoman 
named Mary Didlick, who, despite 
his straightforward honesty, would 
find Bathurst, New Brunswick, quite 
different from Smethwick, Stafford-
shire. 

Mary Didlick’s Background 
Mary Didlick was born in 1925 in 
Smethwick, an industrial town in 
the West Midlands, four miles west 
of the centre of Birmingham, the 
second-largest city in the United 
Kingdom.35, 36 Her working class 
parents were Charles Thomas 
Didlick, a general labourer, and his 
wife, Martha Kennings, a mineral 
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water filler, according to the 1939 
England and Wales Register.37, 38 
Mary’s paternal grandfather and 
great-grandfather both lived in 
Staffordshire, employed as iron-
workers.39–42 In WW I, Mary’s father, 
a general labourer, had enlisted in 
the Coldstream Guards.43 In WW II, 
between August 1940 and April 
1943, Mary, her parents and two 
siblings lived through the Birming-
ham Blitz.44 The German Luftwaffe 
pounded Birmingham with around 
1,900 tons of explosives, making it 
the third most heavily bombed city 
after London and Liverpool. In 
Smethwick, 80 people were killed in 
the bombing raids. Air raid sirens 
and bomb explosions were the 
soundtrack of Mary’s adolescent 
years.  

A Blind Date  
When WW II began, Mary was 14 
years of age. By the end of 1941, 
war service had become compul-
sory for women, so in 1942, at the 
age of 18, she joined the Auxiliary 
Territorial Service of the army as a 
cook, a profession she would later 
take up again in New Brunswick. In 
1943, on a blind date in Trafalgar 
Square, Mary Didlick met a Cana-
dian soldier named Regis Imhoff. He 
was serving in the army with the 
North Shore (New Brunswick) 
Regiment, which would land at Juno 
Beach on D-Day and fight in 
northwest Europe for the rest of the 
war. Regis was wounded early in 

1945.45, 46 He returned to England 
and to Mary. 

Marriage Counselling with the 
Regiment Padre 
The couple would need permission 
before they could marry. Accom-
panying the North Shore regiment 
was Major Raymond Myles Hickey, 
Roman Catholic padre, who was 
later awarded the Military Cross for 
bravery under fire on D-Day.47–49 
One of Father Hickey’s roles was to 
counsel couples who were planning 
to get married and warn potential 
wives about difficulties they might 
encounter in New Brunswick. 
Melynda Jarratt quotes a delightful 
story from Father Hickey’s war 
memoir, The Scarlet Dawn, about a 
letter of caution he sent to one of 
the prospective war brides and her 
terse reply.50 

Dear Miss O’Brien: 
I’m the Catholic chaplain of the 
regiment your friend Joe is in. He 
tells me you intend to marry. Now 
Joe is a fine good boy, but has he 
told you of the conditions you will 
be going to in Canada? For example, 
we have terrible winters where Joe 
and I come from; we have nine and 
ten feet of snow; it’s awfully cold 
and there’s ice from October to June. 

And, secondly, Miss O’Brien, have 
you considered the language 
question? How are you going to get 
along with your Irish brogue—
which I admit is sweet in your 
County Down, but out of place in 
Joe’s French-speaking village?’ And 
with a bit of fatherly advice, I closed 
my letter. Back by return mail, came 
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the answer. It was written post 
haste in lead pencil on, I think, paper 
she tore off the wall in her wrath. 
Here was the answer. 

‘Dear Father Hickey: 
Thank you for your letter. As to your 
first difficulty, I like snow, and 
secondly, love knows no language. 
Yours truly, 
Mary O’Brien’ 

If Mary Didlick had received such a 
letter from the chaplain, no doubt 
her response would have been 
similarly indignant. She would also 
have been warned of the challenges 
of a new language and deep drifts of 
snow. Whether Regis confided to 
Mary that his father had frozen to 
death during a New Brunswick 
winter, we don’t know. But for 
Mary, weather, language, and 
religion were no barrier to 
marrying the love of her life. 

Two Wartime Weddings 
Regis was Roman Catholic. If Mary 
wasn’t already of that faith, she 
would have agreed to convert to her 
husband’s religion, as many war 
brides did. Mary passed the 
required medical examination and 
introduced Regis to her parents, 
who gave their blessing. She and 
Regis submitted the “permission to 
marry” form and obtained a 
marriage licence. On 14 April 1945, 
Private Mary Patience Didlick, 20, of 
the Auxiliary Territorial Service and 
Corporal William Regis Imhoff, 25, 
of the Royal Canadian Army, were 

married at St Philip’s Roman 
Catholic Church in Smethwick.51, 52  

Two months after Mary and Regis 
were married in England, a family 
wedding took place in Canada. On 
26 June 1945, Mabel Imhoff Law 
was the mother-of-the-bride at the 
wedding of her daughter Velma Law 
to Kenneth Annett—my husband’s 
parents.53 Unlike Regis, Ken never 
went overseas. He joined the RCAF 
as a radar technician and was 
posted to a radar station respon-
sible for the air defence of Halifax 
harbour in Nova Scotia.54 Unlike 
Mary, his sweetheart was a 
Canadian woman. Ken and Velma 
were married in her hometown of 
New Carlisle, where Regis’s sister 
Delcina, a hairdresser, lived with 
her husband Ralph Law, the 
assistant postmaster.55 I wish I 
could ask my late mother-in-law, 
Vel Annett, whether her cousins 
Ralph and Delcina attended her 
wedding in New Carlisle. 

On a clear day, across the Baie des 
Chaleurs from New Carlisle, the 
town of Bathurst is visible on the 
New Brunswick shore. There Regis 
Imhoff, repatriated to Canada ahead 
of his bride, would await her arrival. 

Mrs. Mary Imhoff and 
Daughter Sail to Halifax 
The Canadian Wives Bureau looked 
after the arrangements for trans-
porting the war brides to Canada. 
The brides were put up overnight in 
a hostel, transported to a seaport, 
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either Liverpool or Southampton, 
and escorted on board their 
assigned ship bound for Pier 21 at 
Halifax Harbour, Nova Scotia. From 
Halifax, special trains were booked 
to take them to wherever they were 
going in Canada. Organizing trans-
port to Canada for the 43,454 war 
brides and 20,997 children was a 
massive logistical feat. The press 
called it “Operation Daddy.” Only 
certain ships were deemed suitable 
for women with children. Mary had 
to wait over a year to depart for 
Canada. By then, she was anxious to 
reunite with Regis, the “Daddy” of 
their 5-month-old baby.56 

In July 1946, Mary Imhoff and her 
daughter sailed from Southampton 
to Halifax aboard the Queen Mary.57 
On the ship, she met other war 
brides going to New Brunswick. If 
she needed a break from the baby, 
there were always Red Cross Escort 
Officers available to look after her 
child. The workers would call her 
over the loudspeaker and ask her to 
return to the cabin if the baby was 
crying.58 Mary felt well supported 
on the ship, but she didn’t know if 
anyone would meet her at her 
destination. According to the 
passenger list, her contact in Canada 
was Mrs. Lawrence Bouchy [sic] in 
East Bathurst, New Brunswick, a 
sister-in-law she had never met. 
Mary needn’t have worried. 

After arriving in Halifax, Mary and 
the baby took a half-day journey by 
train. When the train stopped in 

Bathurst, “Somebody said, ‘Is there 
anyone there to meet Mrs. Imhoff?’ ” 
Mary told Melynda Jarratt. “Oh, 
there was a dozen voices. One 
grabbed my baby, one grabbed my 
suitcase, and my husband grabbed 
me.”59 Regis whisked them off to 
stay temporarily at his sister 
Violette’s home in the ominously 
named town of Rough Waters. Mary 
Imhoff wasn’t at Stony Lane in 
Smethwick now. Her tough, early 
years as a war bride in Canada had 
begun. 

A War Bride’s Life in New 
Brunswick 
Though Bathurst, New Brunswick, 
was an industrial town with a 
power and paper company, its 
population of around 3,500 in 1941 
made it less densely populated and 
more rural than Smethwick (pop. 
84,000 in 1931), where Mary had 
grown up.60, 61 Bathurst was origi-
nally an Indigenous community 
before people of Acadian, Irish, 
Scottish, and English heritage 
settled there. French remained a 
predominant language. The town 
sits on the Baie des Chaleurs at the 
mouth of four rivers, including the 
Nepisguit, whose rapids gave Rough 
Waters its name.62 Regis may have 
shown his bride the local scenery 
with its pleasant views of the sea, 
rivers, forest, and rural landscape 
untouched by bomb blasts. How-
ever, the couple had some pressing 
business to attend to—they needed 
a house of their own. 
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Regis had promised 
to build Mary a 
house. But when 
they moved into the 
home on the out-
skirts of Bathurst, it 
was only half 
finished.63 
Undaunted, Mary 
learned to put up 
drywall. Together, 
Mary and Regis 
finished the rooms 
as they needed 
them. When Regis 
was laid off from the 
mill in Bathurst and 
took a job at a lumber 
camp, Mary came 
with him and got a job as a cook at 
the camp. Writes Melynda Jarratt, 
“The only thing she never got used 
to in those early years was having to 
melt snow to wash.” Mary said “We 
used to have those big boilers on 
the top of the stove to heat water, 
and you’d come down in the 
morning and the water in the 
bucket froze. That was something 
new for me, I tell you.”64 

Regis eventually got a permanent 
job at the mill in Bathurst, where he 
worked for the next 30 years. Mary 
looked after their children, who 
were her pride and joy. When their 
youngest son married, Mary and 
Regis gave him the house they had 
built, and they downsized into a 
trailer.65 

 

Mary Outlived Regis 
Regis Imhoff died in 1980. He and 
Mary had been together for 35 
years. When he was gone, Mary was 
lonely, so she sold the trailer and 
moved into Bathurst. Mary was a 
member of the Holy Family Catholic 
Women’s League. She was active in 
the Royal Canadian Legion and a 
member and past president of the 
War Brides Association. Perhaps 
she reconnected with women who 
had sailed over on the Queen Mary 
with her. 

In 1988, when Melynda Jarratt 
interviewed Mary Imhoff, Mary told 
her: 

It was tough. There were lots of 
times you got lonesome at the 
beginning. It’s only natural really. 
But you had your family. We were 
brought up that when you marry 

Figure 3: New Brunswick and environs 
Source: Author 
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that’s your family. That’s the one 
thing that’s the most important to 
you is your children and your 
husband. It doesn’t matter what 
kind of hard time you have, you 
have to stick to it.66 

Mary survived the lean times of 
rationing, the terror of the 
Birmingham Blitz, and the loss of a 
carefree adolescence. However, 
during a time of war, she found love. 
Like thousands of war brides, Mary 
gambled, leaving everything and 
everyone she knew in England to be 
with a Canadian man she barely 
knew, whose cultural background 
and upbringing were unlike her 
own. It wasn’t so much that she 
knew in advance what to expect 
when she came to New Brunswick. 
It was that she was prepared to pick 
up a hammer or a cooking pot, or to 
head into the bush to work along-
side her husband. With a positive 
outlook and a healthy sense of 
humour, she met every challenge 
head on and never gave up. As she 
said, “. . . you have to stick to it.” 

Melynda Jarratt, whose writing was 
the source of much of my informa-
tion about Mary, told me over the 
phone that she remembered her as 
an exuberant woman with lovely 
white hair, bright red lipstick, and a 
hearty laugh. She had been in New 
Brunswick so long she even spoke 
with a slight French accent.67  

If Mary had ever met my husband’s 
grandmother, Mabel Imhoff Law, 
she would have made a lasting 

impression. Mabel died on 10 April 
1985, before I even knew to ask her 
about Mary, the war bride married 
to her cousin Regis.68 Mary Imhoff 
died in 2003 at the age of 78.69 

Celebrating Canadian War 
Brides 
The year 2021 marks the 75th 
anniversary of the arrival of most of 
the 43,454 Canadian war brides in 
Canada. We shine a light on this 
significant episode in Canadian 
history so that it will not be lost to 
future generations. Personal stories 
of war brides are worth document-
ing before those who remember 
them are dead. Melynda Jarratt and 
others have already made an enor-
mous contribution to preserving the 
story of Canada’s war brides. If you 
visit Melynda’s website you will find 
references to information, articles, 
and books about Canada’s role in 
repatriating the war brides of WW 
II, as well as many individual war 
bride stories, which make fascinat-
ing reading. You might even find 
someone related to your family, like 
I did. 

It has been my privilege, through 
Melynda Jarratt’s work, to get to 
know Mary Imhoff—this war bride 
on our family tree—and retell her 
story. 
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Researching WW II British War Brides  

to Canada 

BY JOHN D. REID 

John, a long-time BIFHSGO member, is well known for his Canada’s 
Anglo-Celtic Roots blog and his many previous articles in ACR. 

In early 1945, with 
the war in its final 
stages, RCAF 

Corporal Norman Regis Leslie 
married in Wimbledon. His wife, 
Margaret, was just one of the 
estimated 48,000 women who tied 
the knot with Canadian service 
personnel overseas by the end of 
1946. Some couples remained in the 
UK; a small number of brides 
refused to join their husbands in 
Canada. Some marriages did not last 
and a few proved to be bigamous. 
While a few war brides were able to 
fly to Canada, tens of thousands of 
women and children arrived by ship 
between 1942 and 1948, but mostly 
in 1946.1 Margaret’s journey on the 

RMS Aquitania and on by train 
ended in Ottawa—which became 
home for this gentle and caring 
person with an excellent sense of 
humour who enjoyed golf and 
bowling for almost 68 years.2 

This article looks at discovering the 
UK war brides’ history before their 
settlement in Canada by following 
good genealogical research practice: 
working backwards in time. 

Before diving into official records, 
find out what’s known about the 
bride from family sources. Did she 
write a memoir? Few did; still, she 
may well have told stories of what 
was undoubtedly one of the most 
memorable events in her life, the 
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immigration journey. If she didn’t, 
others on that voyage likely did, so 
you can refer to their published 
memoirs, blog posts and videos in 
sources like the Pier 21 website.3 
They were “all in the same boat.” 

Do you have access to a diary or old 
letters with clues? An often-over-
looked source is old address books. 
Gleaning information on her maiden 
name, where she was raised and her 
family lived, along with her 
husband’s name, year and place of 
birth, and where they first settled 
(which may have been temporary) 
will prime the pump for your 
research. 

There’s a possibility she may have 
taken the opportunity for a break 
with her past. Perhaps Eileen 
Margaret in the UK became Maggie 
in Canada. Find out the name of the 
ship and when she arrived, if 
possible. Maggie is more likely to 
have remembered the name of the 
ship than the exact arrival date. 

Did she give birth to children in 
Canada? If you have access to their 
birth registrations it should give the 
mother’s maiden name. If she is 
deceased, check the death registra-
tion and any obituary in a local 
newspaper that may help with the 
maiden name and how long the 
marriage lasted. 

While the husband’s service file 
should be available from Library 
and Archives Canada, it’s not easy to 
obtain. Recently, there’s been a 

major backlog in fulfilling requests, 
and when received it’s not always 
very informative. There are 
restrictions on who can obtain what 
information unless you can show 
the serviceman’s death was more 
than 20 years ago. Find information 
on the LAC web page “Requests for 
Military Service Files,” which gives 
the details.4 The file may show 
permission to marry being granted, 
perhaps the date and place of the 
marriage, the name of the spouse 
and a change in next of kin. It may 
also include an address in Canada 
after the war. 

For 1940s newspapers, the arrival 
of a group of war brides was a good 
news story likely to help sell a few 
extra papers. Many are now 
digitized, online and searchable. 
Some are free. 

The Voyage 
Except for the handful of brides who 
flew over or took a commercial 
liner, all came to Canada by sea in a 
movement paid for and organized 
by the Canadian military. As a rule 
of thumb the larger the ship and the 
later it was constructed the more 
comfortable would be the voyage. 
However, even the largest vessel 
encountering a storm could make 
for a miserable passage, as attested 
to by those who were on RMS Queen 
Mary in the mid-Atlantic on 27 
September 1946.5,6  

In truth, every voyage was unique, 
but for most of the young brides, 
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SHIP GROSS TONS CONSTRUCTED 

RMS Aquitania 44,786 1914 

SS Ile de France 43,152 1926 

RMS Lady Nelson 7,831 1928 

RMS Lady Rodney 8,194 1929 

SS Letitia 
(a.k.a. Empire Brent) 

  13,593 1925 

RMS Mauretania 35,667 1939 

RMS Queen Mary 81,235 1936 

RMS Scythia 19,761 1920 

 

crossing the Atlantic was a new 
experience, and an even frightening 
experience for those who crossed 
before the end of the war while U-
boats were active. If seasickness 
was common, so too was the anxiety 
and raw emotion felt by these young 
women as they journeyed to a new 
land, a new life, a husband they may 
not have seen for several months 
and in-laws who were strangers! 

Though not comprehensive, Table 1 
shows the gross tonnage and year of 
construction for the most-used 
ships that brought war brides to 
Canada. 

Note that not all brides came to 
Canada as an official war bride; you 
may find someone in the records of 
commercial voyages. Passenger lists 
of outward-bound ships from the 
UK are held by The (UK) National 
Archives in series BT 27; easy 
access is available through the 

commercial sites Ancestry and 
Findmypast. Transcription errors 
often happen, so if you don’t find 
her in one source, check the other. 
While the original record usually 
does not include the bride’s age, it 
does give those of her children, as 
well as a last address in the UK. 
However, if you don’t find her, it 
could be that she travelled on a ship 
under the control of the Canadian 
military. 

There’s considerable information 
about those military voyages and 
subsequent transportation to the 
ultimate destination in files with the 

title “Directorate of 
Movements [textual 
records (microform)] 
[1939–1948]” released 
without restriction in 
early 2020 by Library 
and Archives Canada. A 
list of voyages known to 
have brought war 
brides to Canada after 
VE day, arriving at 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, is 
on the BIFHSGO web-

site. It points to the appropriate 
microfilm for each voyage. 

As of the time of writing most of 
these are available only at Library 
and Archives Canada in Ottawa. 
Some have been digitized and made 
available online through the 
Héritage collection at Canadiana 
(canadiana.ca).7 By the time you 
read this, Canadiana may have 
more. 

Table 1: Some of the ships most 
frequently used for war brides 
Source: author 
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Figure 1: Dependants arriving on RMS Aquitania, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 10 April 1946 
Source: “Héritage,” Canadiana (https://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_reel_c5651/335 
0?r=0&s=1) 

What will you find? Microfilm C-
5651, for example, available at 
Canadiana, includes information on 
the voyage of RMS Aquitania, which 
arrived in Halifax on 10 April 1946 
carrying 868 war brides, 114 of 
their children and 36 infants. Also 
on board was the new Governor 
General, Viscount Alexander, and 
the vice-regal party. 

The file for the voyage, identified as 
W1112, starts at image 2564 and 
ends at image 3860. Documents are 
in reverse chronological order with 
some misplaced. There is duplicated 
information, which somewhat 
lessens problems with illegible 
pages. One list, army dependants 
organized by military district 

destination, starts at image 3288. 

As shown in image 3350 for brides 
destined to the Ottawa area, the 
information is: husband’s regimen-
tal number, rank, name and reli-
gious denomination; wife’s name 
and denomination; children’s name 
and age; address of destination in 
Canada, name of person at that 
address, and relationship. In some 
lists an address and contact in the 
UK is given. Some of that informa-
tion from the Aquitania’s arrival was 
published on page 24 of the Ottawa 
Journal on 5 April 1946. 

In addition, the microfilms contain 
administrative minutiae: lists of 
staff on board, a report on the 
voyage—including the type of 
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entertainment provided, baggage 
and lost baggage, disembarkation 
schedules, train assignments, and 
much more—along with copious 
corrections. 

British Records 
Marriage with a Canadian 
serviceman was registered by the 
British civil authorities in England 
and Wales, Scotland, and Northern 
Ireland. Most marriages occurred in 
England, so use the convenient 
index at FreeBMD or the equivalent 
on the commercial websites. That 
will give you a year, quarter, 
spouse’s surname, district, volume 
and page for the registration. Use 
them to order the certificate from 
the General Register Office, which 
will add the exact date and location 
of marriage plus information on age, 
address (often temporary), occupa-
tion, and father’s name and occupa-
tion. If children were born in the UK 
don’t overlook the information in 
the civil registration of birth. 

Many British women volunteered 
for military service, and beginning 
in December 1941 those aged 19 to 
31 (the prime age for marriage) 
could be conscripted into the 
Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS), 
the Women’s Royal Naval Service 
(WRNS) or the Women’s Auxiliary 
Air Force (WAAF). It may well be 
that your war bride served, and if so 
there’s a British military service 
file.8 Women may also have seen 
service as nurses, perhaps with the 
Red Cross. Some other women 

served in the Women’s Land Army 
or some reserved occupations 
considered vital to the war effort for 
which there are no official service 
records. As with the war bride 
voyages, look for accounts of their 
experiences by women in the same 
military service or occupation. Start 
with a Google search. 

For England and Wales, if women 
are deceased or over 100 years of 
age you should be able to find them 
in the 1939 Register, available from 
Findmypast and Ancestry. They will 
likely be with their family and you’ll 
get the exact date of birth. You may 
also find the married name added to 
the record. For instance, the 
Margaret Leslie mentioned as com-
ing to Ottawa is found as Margaret 
Redmore, born 29 September 1922, 
with the change in name to Leslie 
indicated. Only limited information 
may be available from the Scottish 
equivalent, the 1939 National 
Identity Register.9 There’s free 
access, under some circumstances, 
to the Northern Ireland 1939 
National Register.10  

Other possible sources are school 
records, voters’ lists—depending on 
their age—and British newspaper 
articles. And don’t overlook 
compiled genealogies, always to be 
taken as clues and not facts, from 
the likes of Ancestry, FamilySearch, 
Findmypast, MyHeritage, Wikitree 
and others. Finally, can a DNA test 
help to push her ancestry back 
further? 
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In 2021 the war bride survivors 
number just a few hundred cente-
narians and near centenarians. Be 
she a direct ancestor or related to 
you by marriage, tracing and shar-
ing her story will undoubtedly 
document stories of love in a time of 
great uncertainty, of leaving home 
on an adventure, of creating a new 
life in Canada and, in doing so, being 
one small part of the fascinating 
history of British war brides. 
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Thousands of war brides came to Canada during and after the  
Second World War, the vast majority arriving 75 years ago in 1946. 

Learn more about war brides, the ships they arrived on 
and read the stories of women  

with connections to BIFHSGO members.  
See Canadian War Brides of World War II at: 

https://bifhsgo.ca/upload/files/Research/War_Brides/War_Brides.pdf 

Look for more war bride stories in the Summer edition of the ACR. 
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War Brides of the First World War 
BY GLENN WRIGHT AND JOHN D. REID 

Glenn and John are former BIFHSGO Presidents and have 
contributed significantly to ACR and BIFHSGO activities. 

 

During the First World War, about 
25,000 marriages took place 
between Canadian military person-
nel and British women. They were 
war brides, but in contrast to the 
Second World War, they arrived in 
Canada with little publicity or fan-
fare. Their transportation was 
administered from the London 
offices of the Department of Immi-
gration and Colonization with assis-
tance from the Overseas Military 
Forces of Canada. But they were 
only a part of the offices’ task. 

It was not unusual for Canadian 
family members—parents, wives, 
children and even siblings—to 
travel overseas to England during 
the war, to be near the soldier in 
their family. When a soldier was 
wounded or hospitalized in Eng-
land, parents often risked an ocean 
voyage to be with their son. By late 
1916, many realized that the war 
was a long way from being over and 
living expenses in Britain were on 
the rise; some families were close to 
destitute. 

To alleviate the situation, the Cana-
dian government enticed some 
soldier dependants to return to 
Canada in 1917 and 1918 by under-
writing their passage; while many 

took advantage of the offer, more 
than 50,000 remained in Britain at 
war’s end. War brides and their 
children were just part of the hercu-
lean task of shipping overseas both 
soldiers and their families. Ships 
were chartered and more than 70 
“dependants” sailings in 1918 and 
1919 brought them to Canada. 

While many war brides did travel 
with their soldier husbands, many 
also arrived at Quebec, Halifax or 
Saint John on their own, often with 
young children in tow. The federal 
government’s Repatriation Commit-
tee provided newcomers with a 
short pamphlet, Information for 
Wives of Soldiers Coming from Over-
seas. At each port of entry, women 
were met by a welcome committee, 
sponsored by organizations such as 
the Salvation Army, the Red Cross, 
the Imperial Order of the Daughters 
of the Empire, the Patriotic Fund, 
who offered the new arrivals advice 
and help in reaching their final 
destination. 

For more information on war brides 
of the First World War, see Annette 
Fulford’s blog, First World War 
Brides (https://wwiwarbrides.blog 
spot.com). Melynda Jarratt’s book 
on war brides of the Second World 
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War, War Brides (2009), includes a 
chapter on the First World War 
(Chapter 9, pages 255–268). At 
Library and Archives Canada, files 
for each and every “dependants” 
voyage are available (LAC: Record 
Group 150, volumes 345–371). 

In addition, the main policy file 
created by Immigration and Colo-
nization provides information on 
the whole process required to bring 
the war brides, their children and 
other dependants to Canada (LAC: 
Record Group 76, volumes 614–615, 
file 908571 on reels C-10434-
10435). 

Two War Brides in Ottawa 
Gilchrist is not an unusual name in 
Ottawa and the vicinity; for exam-
ple, there were 9 Gilchrists in 
Ottawa in the 1921 Census and 
more than 50 in the 2009 Ottawa 
phone book. What is exceptional is 
that two of the Ottawa-area soldiers 
with the Gilchrist surname served 
with the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force (CEF) during the First World 
War and both came home with 
English brides.  

Florence Hopper and George 
Hagar Gilchrist  
Florence Hopper was born on 29 
October 1898 at Bothwell, Lanark-
shire, Scotland, the last child and 
fifth daughter of Frederick William 
Hopper and his wife, Harriet (née 
Lomax), who was originally from 
Lancashire. Frederick worked as a 
“Gas Engine Representative.” At the 

time of the 1911 Census, Harriet 
Hopper was the head of household 
and they were living in Streatham, 
London Borough of Lambeth. 

Women contributed much to the 
war effort, but their activities con-
sisted mostly of volunteer work and 
were often not officially recorded. 
No information was found about 
Florence’s early life or how she met 
her future husband, George Hagar 
Gilchrist. What is known is that on  
7 December 1917, George had been 
granted leave to England to marry 
Florence on the 15th at Christ 
Church, Woburn Square, London. 
His brother, Thomas Ernest (serving 
with the Canadian Field Artillery), 
was a witness to the marriage. 

George was born on 19 January 
1893 in Ottawa, the son of a promi-
nent Hintonburg businessman, 
Frances H. Gilchrist, and his wife 
Hannah (née Brown). He was in his 
final year of studying mining engi-
neering at McGill University when 
he volunteered with the 24th 
Battalion CEF (Victoria Rifles) on  
26 February 1915 (service number 
66100). The battalion departed 
Montreal on the SS Cameronia and 
arrived in England on 20 May 1915; 
after a period of additional training, 
the battalion moved to France in 
September. 

On 9 July 1916, George was 
commissioned a lieutenant and 
posted to the 2nd Canadian 
Tunnelling Company, Canadian 
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Engineers. In August 1917, he was 
awarded the Military Cross “for 
conspicuous gallantry and devotion 
to duty” in a July engagement with 
the enemy. The following May, he 
was promoted to captain and in July 
1918, posted to the 2nd Battalion, 
Canadian Engineers. 

George remained with this unit until 
he suffered an accidental gunshot 
wound to his right hand on 8 Octo-
ber. Evacuated to England, he would 
spend the better part of two months 
in hospital before being invalided 
home. 

Once released from hospital, 
Captain Gilchrist and his young wife 
were repatriated to Canada, depart-
ing from Liverpool on RMS Aqui-
tania in mid-January 1919. At the 
time of the 1921 Census, they 
resided in Ottawa and George 
worked in the public service. 

The Gilchrists had two children. 
Evelyn Ellen (1919–2000) was born 
in Ottawa, but Florence returned to 
England with her daughter in July 
1921 for the birth of a son, Alan H. 
(1921–1998). Florence and the 
children also visited England in 
1929, and Florence herself crossed 
the Atlantic no less than three times 
following the death of her husband. 

George died on 11 October 1948 
following a long illness. An extended 
appreciation of his public service 
career, “Unknown Warrior in Civil 
Service,” was published in the 
Ottawa Citizen. Florence survived 

her husband by nearly fifty years 
and died on 12 February 1996; they 
are buried in the family plot at 
Ottawa’s Pinecrest Cemetery.  

Lucy M. Longdon and Ernest J. 
Gilchrist 
Lucy Mabel Longdon was born in 
Duffield, Derbyshire, where she was 
baptized on 5 May 1889, the 
daughter of Edwin Longdon and 
wife Charlotte (née Taylor), who 
was originally from Leicester. Lucy 
served with Queen Mary’s Army 
Auxiliary Corps during the war, 
spending 18 months in France. It 
was here that she probably met 
Ernest, who was hospitalized for 
recurring foot problems and 
scabies. 

Ernest James Gilchrist was born in 
March Township on 24 April 1896 
to James and Clara Gilchrist. James 
was an Ontario-born farm labourer 
of Irish background; Clara (née 
Brown) immigrated from England 
in 1875 at age 5. In the 1911 
Census, the Gilchrists are shown as 
residing at 140 Hinton Avenue, 
Ottawa, and Ernest, recently out of 
school, was employed as a steam-
fitter. 

According to the Ottawa Citizen, 
Ernest volunteered to serve in the 
CEF in the very first week of the 
war. He had already spent three 
years with the 3rd Field Company, 
Canadian Engineers. Ernest enlisted 
in the war effort at the Valcartier 
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training camp on 23 September 
(regimental number 5102). 

Ernest may never have fired a gun 
in anger. His records imply that 
Ernest was employed as a clerk 
throughout his military service. His 
unit, still the 3rd Field Company, 
Canadian Engineers, embarked on 
RMS Arcadian with Canada’s first 
contingent in October 1914. He was 
transferred to No. 1 Field Company 
and arrived in France by 1 June 
1915. His service documents indi-
cate that Ernest remained with this 
unit until August 1918, when he 
was transferred again to the 
Canadian Labour Pool en route to 
the Canadian Section, 3rd Echelon, 
General Headquarters. 

In May 1919, Ernest was given 
permission to marry. He and Lucy 
tied the knot in Leicester on 3 June 
1919 and soon after came to Canada 
on the SS Scandinavian. 

They settled in Ottawa, though Lucy 
returned to England for lengthy 
stays on at least two occasions. In 
October 1922, she sailed on the SS 
Montcalm from Quebec to Liverpool 
and did not return to Canada until 
May 1923 on the SS Megantic. She 
may have gone home on this 
occasion because of the ill health of 
her father, who died in January 
1924. In December 1937 Lucy 
travelled from Halifax to Glasgow 
on the SS Athenia, returning in 
August 1938 on the SS Duchess of 
York. 

The Gilchrists crossed the Atlantic 
together one last time. In November 
1946, they left from New York on 
the SS Marine Merlin, arriving at 
Southampton on 24 November and 
remaining in England. Lucy died on 
16 August 1956 at Leicester, 
England. Ernest, who was the 
informant for his wife’s death 
registration, became disabled and 
died in Felixstowe, Suffolk, on        
23 August 1973. 

Sources 
Mostly, one has to rely on archival 
sources in this research. To learn 
the bride’s maiden name, a funda-
mental resource is her husband’s 
military service file, online and free 
from Library and Archives Canada or 
on fee-based Ancestry or 
MyHeritage. Often, it will record 
when permission to marry was 
given and sometimes the name of 
the bride-to-be. A search of the UK 
marriage indexes (mostly for 
England and Wales using FreeBMD) 
will provide the bride’s maiden 
name. Knowing this, her ancestry 
can be explored using the UK census 
and other genealogical records. 

Annette Fulford’s blog post 
“Researching First World War 
Brides in Canadian Passenger Lists, 
1918–1921” explains how to search 
that part of her history.1 

Once the bride has arrived in 
Canada, use the 1921 Census, city 
directories, newspapers and death 
or cemetery records, along with 
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passenger lists if there was a return 
to the UK. Lacking oral history, 
letters or diaries to add the human 
side of the story, perhaps those of 
friends, neighbours and acquaint-
tances, and community histories can 
help fill in the gaps. 

Final Thoughts 
Florence and Lucy are only two 
women of an estimated 25,000 who 
married Canadian servicemen 
during and immediately after the 
First World War. Several hundred 
brides probably came to the Ottawa 
area, raising their families and 

contributing in a myriad of ways to 
Canadian society. Contrary to the 
common image of a bride in tears 
waving her family a final goodbye, 
these cases show that by the 1920s 
a relatively affordable voyage would 
reunite them with family in Britain. 
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The Cream of the Crop 
Top items from recent posts on the Canada’s Anglo-Celtic-Connections blog at 
www.anglo-celtic-connections.blogspot.ca. 

BY JOHN D. REID

Britannia Rules 
the Waves 
If Britannia ever 
did, it was owing to 
the merchant navy 
alongside the 

Royal Navy. The website of Books, 
Boxes and Boats at 
www.maritimearchives.co.uk, a UK-
based maritime and historical 
research service, has links to some 
sources worth knowing in research-
ing your UK seafaring ancestors. 

Crew Lists of the British Merchant 
Navy 1915 
Digitized crew lists are available to 
search for free via a database 
featuring over a quarter of a million 
names. It contains all the surviving 
merchant navy crew lists from 
1915. 

Index to Lloyd's List Marine News 
1740–1837 
From copies of Lloyd's List 
deposited at London’s Guildhall 
Library, this database indexes the 

Techniques and Resources 
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news items; ordinary shipping 
movements are not included. 

Lloyd's List 
This newspaper reports shipping 
movements and casualties, mari-
time news and other commercial 
information. An incomplete run of 
issues from 1741 to 1846 has been 
digitized by Google and is search-
able. Note that issues for 1801–
1884, 1887–1890, 1892–1894, 
1896–1901, 1903–1910, and 1912 
are now digitized at the British 
Newspaper Archive. 

Lloyd’s Register 
The 18th and 19th century volumes 
of reports on the condition of 
vessels surveyed by Lloyds were 
scanned by Google and are search-
able. Also included are volumes for 
1930–1945 scanned by the staff of 
the University of Southampton 
Library and Archive. 

Mercantile Navy List 
The records cover all British 
registered vessels one-quarter of a 
ton and over, including coastal 
vessels, ferries and pleasure craft, 
making it the most comprehensive 
listing of British vessels available. 
The coverage, from 1849 to 1938, is 
incomplete. 

Books, Boxes and Boats will also 
reward your exploring the site with 
a variety of other resources. I was 
delighted to find podcast presenta-
tions by deceased friend and former 
BIFHSGO speaker Chris Watts, 

“Tracing Births and Deaths at Sea” 
and “Using Passenger Lists.” 

The very first “Cream of the Crop” 
column, in the Winter 2011 issue of 
Anglo-Celtic Roots, included news of 
crew lists and merchant navy 
records added at Findmypast. Find 
that and all archived issues under 
the “Publication” link on the 
BIFHSGO website. 

Free Genealogy Magazines 
Both the most recent issues and 
back issues of genealogy magazines 
Family Tree (UK), Family Tree 
(USA), Who Do You Think You Are 
(UK), History Scotland, and BBC 
History Magazine are now available 
through the OverDrive and Libby 
services via the Ottawa Public 
Library and many other libraries. 
There's lots of other current content 
from The Economist, Canadian 
Living, National Geographic, The 
New Yorker and many more. 

If you haven't used Overdrive or 
Libby, your public library probably 
has instructions on how to access 
them, or download the app, so you 
can enjoy the magazines. 

Ireland Mother and Baby 
Home Report 
Nine thousand children died in 
Ireland’s Mother and Baby Homes 
between 1922 and 1998. In all, 15 
per cent of the approximately 
57,000 children who were in the 18 
institutions investigated by the 
Mother and Baby Homes Commis- 
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sion died during their time there. 
Those are findings from a long-
awaited report of 4,000 pages, in-
cluding 1,000 pages of personal 
testimonies, dated 30 October 2020 
and released in January. A pdf copy 
of the report is available at https:// 
assets.gov.ie/118565/107bab7e-
45aa-4124-95fd-1460893dbb43.p 
df. 

1,638 children from these institu-
tions were placed for foreign adop-
tion: 1,427 children to the USA; 149 
to Great Britain; 39 to Northern 
Ireland; 5 to Canada; 4 to Saudi 
Arabia; 2 each to Australia, Egypt, 
Italy and Venezuela; 1 each to 
Guernsey, Germany, Serbia, Singa-
pore, Norway and the Philippines. 

Civil Registration Annual 
Updates 
Added to records at www.irishgen 
ealogy.ie are births for 1920, 
marriages for 1945 and deaths for 
1970. Scotlandspeople.gov.uk now 
has available the records of 136,546 
births for 1920, 48,728 marriages 
for 1945, and 64,943 deaths for 
1970. In Canada, embargo dates 
vary by province. In February, New 
Brunswick added 11,214 birth 
records for 1925 and will likely 
have death records for 1970 online 
at https://archives.gnb.ca/Archives 
/?culture=en-CA by the time you 
read this. 

Seeing London (1929) 
From the London Metropolitan 
Archives comes a silent short film 

series showing the city from a 
bygone age: 

London Types (people at work)—
https://t.co/YEZGzYmPWJ 

Trooping the Colour—
https://t.co/YZmm4v3Juu 

Street Scenes—
https://t.co/Bu2FIyJGt3? 

Sharing Your Family History 
on the Internet 
BIFHSGO favourite speaker Chris 
Paton has written Sharing Your 
Family History on the Internet for 
British publisher Pen and Sword. He 
explores the many ways in which 
we can present our research and 
encourage collaboration online, 
details the many organizations and 
social media applications that can 
permit cooperation, describes the 
software platforms on which we can 
collate our stories, and illustrates 
the many ways in which we can 
publish our stories online. 

Along the way, Chris explores how 
we can make our research work 
further for us by drawing in experts 
and distant cousins from around the 
world to help us break our ancestral 
brick walls: not just through sharing 
stories but also by accessing docu-
mentation uniquely held by family 
members, including our shared 
DNA. 

Reducing Background Sound 
in Zoom 
In trying to decide what to include 
in this column it’s an inspiration to 
find a blog item that’s been repro-
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duced elsewhere, such as this in 
OGS Kingston Branch’s newsletter 
Kingston Relations. 

If you're on a Zoom meeting and 
they decide to start drilling in a 
nearby unit in your building, or 
your neighbour has noisy construc-
tion underway, consider using the 
advanced audio settings for Zoom to 
apply noise filtering. Adjust the 
level of filtering background noise 
from the default setting of "auto-
matic" to "aggressive." The 
advanced audio setting is found by 
clicking the drop-down menu next 
to Zoom's microphone icon. 

Give it a try. Some people find it too 
aggressive and their own speech is 
clipped. It should go without saying 
to keep your microphone muted 
unless you're speaking, to eliminate 
not only background noise but also 
interruptions such as a ringing 
phone. Some of us use a headset 
with a highly directional micro-
phone and clearer incoming audio. 

 

 

Send a Free Historic 
e-Postcard 
The Francis Frith website, 
www.francisfrith.com, has a 
massive collection of old UK photo-
graphs. You'll likely find one for a 
place nearby where an ancestor 
lived. Now you can sign in, choose 
any photo and send it as an e-card, 
free of charge as a greeting for 
various occasions. Send it imme-
diately, or on any chosen date. You 
will be giving the email addresses 
for yourself and your recipient, but I 
haven’t received spam emails as a 
result. 

2021 Census 
Tuesday, 11 May 2021 is census day 
in Canada. Statistics Canada has 
published the 2021 Census of 
Population questionnaires at 
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/censu
s-recensement/2021/ref/question 
naire/index-eng.cfm. If you receive 
the long form, and you have the 
results of a DNA test, how will you 
describe your ethnicity? 
 

How to Tell a Compelling Family History Story 
Saturday, April 10 9:00 am to 10:00 am 

Is your family history merely a collection of names, dates and events?  
Would you like to turn them into a story people want to listen to?  

Learn how to craft a compelling story using the key elements employed by 
storytellers through the ages from one of Ottawa’s top storytellers.  

Ruth Stewart-Verger 
has taught storytelling and performed tales of Canadian events and famous and 

lesser-known historical figures at events across the country. 
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Minutes of the 26th Annual General Meeting 
of the British Isles Family History Society  

of Greater Ottawa 
12 September 2020 

The 26th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the British Isles Family History 
Society of Greater Ottawa (BIFHSGO) (postponed from 13 June 2020) 

was held via Zoom on 12 September 2020. 

The Notice of Meeting and the 2019 AGM Minutes were published in the 
Anglo-Celtic Roots Spring 2020 issue. The meeting announcement, the 2019 
financial statements and the directors’ annual reports were sent to members 
at least 21 days in advance and posted on the BIFHSGO website. 

An introduction to Zoom tools and features was provided by Barbara Tose. 

Call to Order and Welcome  

The meeting was called to order at 9:13 a.m.; 86 members were present. 
Duncan Monkhouse, President, welcomed everyone and explained that, 
given that Covid-19 limits our ability to meet, the Society purchased the 
Zoom program to facilitate online meetings. It offers many desired features, 
is reasonably priced, and is now being used for board meetings, monthly 
meetings, some SIG meetings and our new BIFHSGO Socials.  

Approval of the Minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting  

The President asked if there were any corrections, questions or comments to 
the distributed minutes; members were asked to type them into the Chat 
feature of Zoom. None were posed. 

AGM Motion 1: Motion to accept the minutes of the 2019 Annual General 
Meeting as distributed. Proposed by Duncan Monkhouse and seconded by 
Donna Killeen (via Zoom’s Raise Your Hand feature). Motion carried via 
Zoom Poll No. 1, by 100% of those in attendance. The results were shared 
immediately with the members. 

Summary of the Directors’ Reports 
The President highlighted the following accomplishments in the reports: 
➢ an excellent program was presented at Ben Franklin Place and continued 

online, with only one meeting missed 

BIFHSGO News 
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➢ attendance both in-person and on Zoom continued to average around 
130 people 

➢ the conference, with well-known international speakers Blaine Bettinger, 
Audrey Collins and Cyndi Ingle, was a major success, selling out for the 
first time; the theme was more general in nature (Family History: Past, 
Present and Future) and deviated from our usual country theme 

➢ a well attended and highly informative DNA genealogy meeting was held 
jointly with My Heritage and Ontario Ancestors, Ottawa Branch, in August  

➢ two people filled the position of Education Director for four months each 
over the past year but, for personal reasons, both stepped down; the 
position is vacant again 

➢ the challenges of COVID-19 were met by moving all our meetings to Zoom 
and adding Socials to offer members a discussion option; our volunteers 
quickly learned new skills to do this 

➢ our volunteers continue to provide information to members via emails, 
our website and Anglo-Celtic Roots 

➢ we have a new Volunteer Liaison, Tim Mark; members can reach at Tim 
at bifhsgovolunteers@gmail.com to join our volunteer team 

➢ projects on home children and the No.1 Canadian Casualty Clearing 
Station soldiers continue and a War Brides project is being undertaken; 
for more information contact John McConkey at research@bifhsgo.ca 

➢ members were reminded to renew their memberships, if they hadn’t 
already; renewals would open 1 October on our website 

Presentation of the Financial Statements for 2019 
Marianne Rasmus, Treasurer, presented the report of the Public Accountant 
and highlighted the following specifics: 
➢ Revenue was $76,029; Expenses were $66,735 
➢ Two bequests totalling $3,000 have been set aside for a project with 

lasting impact 
➢ Covid has reduced our expenses, mostly due to no rent being required on 

facilities at Ben Franklin Place 
➢ Conference revenue was missed, but we have a contingency fund to cover 

any sudden costs 
➢ Anglo-Celtic Roots is currently our biggest expense 

Appointment of a Public Accountant for 2020 
AGM Motion 2: Motion to appoint the public accounting firm of McCay 
Duff LLP to conduct a review of BIFHSGO’s books and records for the 
2020 fiscal year. Proposed by Marianne Rasmus and seconded by Darrell 
Kennedy. Motion carried, via Zoom Poll No. 2, by 100% of those in 
attendance. The results were shared immediately with the members. 
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Awards and Presentations 
The following awards were presented: 
➢ Best ACR Article—Carol Annett, “The Story on the Stone: Part II—Secrets 

of the Grave,” published in the Fall 2019 issue of Anglo-Celtic Roots 
➢ Best Before BIFHSGO Talk—Ken McKinlay and Glenn Wright, “Live Q&A: 

Tips for Finding Military Records in the UK National Archives,” given at 
the November 2019 Meeting 

➢ Best Great Moment Talk—Marianne Rasmus, “A Battle of Wills,” given at 
the June 2020 Meeting 

➢ Best Meeting Talk—Dianne Brydon, “Maud Lampman: First Woman to 
Work on Parliament Hill,” given at the April 2020 Meeting 

➢ Hall of Fame Induction—Christine Jackson, in recognition of outstanding 
contributions to the work of the Society: since joining BIFHSGO in 2001, 
working tirelessly with skill and enthusiasm as Publicity Director (2003–
2007); as author, proofreader, and co-editor of Anglo-Celtic Roots; and as 
a member of the Conference Committee. She has received both the 
BIFHSGO Best Talk of the Year and Best Article of the Year Awards, 
suggested and single-handedly ran the 20th BIFHSGO Anniversary 
Writing Competition in 2014 and helped organize the 25th BIFHSGO 
Anniversary Writing Competition in 2019.  

Congratulations to all our winners. Certificates will be sent to them soon. 

Election of Directors: 
Barbara Tose, Past President, announced that Ann Burns was willing to 
stand for the membership director’s position. The Past President called 
three times for nominations from the floor to fill the other vacant positions. 

A question was asked about the time commitment for the positions; 6–10 
hours per month was the answer given. 

Time was given for nominations to be made via the Chat function of Zoom. 
None appeared and nominations were closed. 

Ann Burns was acclaimed as Membership Director. 

The Past President called three times for nominations from the floor for the 
position of President. Time was given for nominations to be made via the 
Chat function of Zoom. None appeared and nominations were closed. 

She then asked Duncan Monkhouse if he would consider serving for a 
second term, to which he agreed. 

Duncan Monkhouse was acclaimed as President. 
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Two director positions remain vacant: Education and Outreach (marketing, 
publicity and outreach to members). Members were urged to come forward 
to join the Board at any time. 

Other Business 
A call was made for any other business from the floor. No further business 
was brought forward. Duncan thanked the members for attending the AGM. 

Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 

Notice of BIFHSGO 

Annual General Meeting 

Saturday, 12 June 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

To be conducted via Zoom 

Take notice that the twenty-seventh Annual General Meeting of the 
British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa will take place via 
Zoom on Saturday, 12 June 2021, to receive and conduct business in 
accordance with the bylaws. Members are reminded that, in accordance 
with Article 11 of the bylaws, they may appoint a proxy to attend the 
meeting and act on their behalf. The proxy holder must also be a 
member. 

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 
1. Call to Order 
2. Approval of the minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting 
3. Summary of the Directors' Reports 
4. Presentation of the Financial Statements for 2020 (no vote 

required) 
5. Appointment of the Public Accountant for 2021 (vote required) 
6. Awards and Presentations 
7. Report of the Nominating Committee 
8. Election of Directors 
9. Other Business 
10. Adjournment 

The normal monthly meeting will take place after a short break. 
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Membership Report 
BY ANN BURNS 

New BIFHSGO Members  11 Nov 2020–8 Feb 2021 

Member No. Name Address 

2045 Suzanne Lesage Vanier, ON 

2046 Jan Briggs-McGowan Walkerton,ON 

2047 Adrienne Scott Ottawa, ON 

2048 Catherine Daneliak Oakville, ON 

2049 Linda Gollick Toronto, ON 

2050 Jane Simpson Kanata, ON 

2051 William Clayton Surrey, BC 

2052 Kim Carson Orangeville, ON 

2053 Roger Harris Woodstock, ON 

2054 Nancy Magee Cobourg, ON 

2055 Carole Sisto Bolton, ON 

2056 Denise Harper Ottawa, ON 

2057 Margaret Patenaude Ottawa, ON 



 

BIFHSGO Board of Directors 2020–2021 
President Duncan Monkhouse president@bifhsgo.ca 
Recording Secretary Gillian Leitch secretary@bifhsgo.ca 
Treasurer Marianne Rasmus treasurer@bifhsgo.ca 
Research & Projects John McConkey research@bifhsgo.ca 
Membership Ann Burns membership@bifhsgo.ca 
Communications Vacant communications@bifhsgo.ca 
Outreach Vacant publicity@bifhsgo.ca 
Education Vacant education@bifhsgo.ca 
Program Dianne Brydon programs@bifhsgo.ca 
Past President Barbara Tose pastpresident@bifhsgo.ca 
 
Communications  
 Anglo-Celtic Roots Editor 
 eNews Editor 
 Web Manager 
 Queries 
 Volunteer Liaison 
 Photographer 

Barbara Tose  
Andrea Harding 
Sheila Dohoo Faure 
Sheila Dohoo Faure 
Tim Mark 
Dena Palamedes 

acreditor@bifhsgo.ca 
newsletter@bifhsgo.ca 
webmanager@bifhsgo.ca 
queries@bifhsgo.ca 
bifhsgovolunteers@gmail.com 
 

Conference 2021 Jane Down, Susan Courage 

Public Accountant McCay Duff LLP 

The Society 

The British Isles Family History Society of Greater Ottawa (BIFHSGO) 
encourages family history research, and its dissemination, by people with 
ancestry throughout the British Isles. We do that by connecting BIFHSGO 
members with each other and other like-minded people; educating beginning 
and experienced family historians through the promotion and demonstration 
of trusted research methods and best practices; sharing members’ knowledge 
readily with other researchers; and inspiring others through educational 
presentations and members’ published stories. As a society, we value 
stewardship, innovation, excellence, sharing, integrity and collaboration. 

We publish genealogical research findings and information on research 
resources and techniques, hold public meetings on family history, and 
participate in the activities of related organizations. 

Membership dues for 2021 are $50 for individuals, $60 for families, and $50 
for institutions. Members enjoy four issues of Anglo-Celtic Roots, ten family 
history meetings, members-only information on www.bifhsgo.ca, friendly 
advice from other members, and participation in special interest groups.  

BIFHSGO is an independent, federally incorporated society and a registered 
charity (Reg. No. 89227 4044 RR0001).  



 

BIFHSGO Calendar of Events 
Saturday Morning Meetings 

All Meetings via Zoom—Registration Required 
 

  10 Apr 2021  
      9:00–10:00 How to Tell a Compelling Family History Story 

Ruth Stewart Verger (see page 35 for more information) 

    10:30–11:45 The War Brides 75 Years: 1946–2021 
 This year marks the 75th anniversary of “Operation 

Daddy” – the organized transport to Canada of nearly 
45,000 war brides and their children following the end of 
the Second World War.  Melynda Jarratt will speak of the 
War Bride experience from meeting their Canadian 
soldiers, through their transportation to Canada, to their 
settlement in their new country. 

    8 May 2021 A Russian Revelation: A Family Shaped by  
    10:30–11:45 Significant Historical Events 
     Marianne Rasmus’ grandmother emigrated from Russia 

in 1926; her grandfather came to Canada in 1927. She 
knew little of their early lives until she began her family 
research. She will share how a photo reconnected her to 
her grandfather’s family in England, how historical events 
shaped her grandmother’s life and how DNA is helping to 
shed light on long unanswered questions. 

 12 June 2021  
      9:00–10:00 Annual General Meeting 
    10:15–11:45 Great Moments in Genealogy,  

Three great moments in genealogy: Over the Sea to 
Shetland (Jill Thompson); The Pittsburgh Strike (Lynne 
Baxter); A Gem from the Inverary Archives (Dena 
Palamedes) 

Please Note: The schedule and all programming are subject to change. 
For up-to-date information please check our website at 

www.bifhsgo.ca 

Articles for Anglo-Celtic Roots 

Articles and illustrations for publication are welcome. For advice on 
preparing manuscripts, please email the Editor, at acreditor@bifhsgo.ca. 
The deadline for submissions to the Summer issue is 24 April 2021. 


