
Saturday, February 8, 2020 
The British Colonial America Special Interest Group 
9:00 am to 9:30 am 
The Chamber, Ben Franklin Place 101 Centrepointe Drive, Ottawa, Ontario 

After sharing stories about their Puritan ancestors who were involved in the Salem Witch Trials in 
1692, Marianne Rasmus and Susan Davis heard form other BIFHSGO members who also had deep 
New England roots. The group first met in November 2018. Members are interested in researching 
ancestors in British Colonial America's 13 colonies: Virginia, New York, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Maryland, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Delaware, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Georgia. 

For information about the group, visit the Special Interest Groups page. 

To view the Salem presentation given in May 2018 by Marianne Rasmus, Susan Davis, Brian 
Laurie-Beaumont Darrel Kennedy, and Glenn Wright, click Were You in Salem in 1692. 

About the speakers 
  
Born and raised in Vancouver, Marianne Rasmus spent most of her life in BC, experiencing life on 
Vancouver Island, in BC’s north and in the Fraser Valley.  But when the opportunity for a mid-life 
adventure came, Marianne and her husband, Bill, took the plunge and moved to Ottawa in 2013.  
  
After reluctantly taking Canadian History as a “filler” course in college, Marianne discovered an interest 
and passion for history she never expected. That interest took on new meaning, and some might say 
became an obsession, when she began her family history journey in 2008, and began to unearth long 
forgotten stories in both hers and her husband’s family trees. Marianne and her husband, Bill, have been 
married for 36 years and have two sons and two granddaughters. She is also BIFHSGO's Treasurer.  

Susan Davis recently discovered that Elisha Rexford and Lydia Murch were her first English ancestors to 
move to Canada by way of the former British Colony of Connecticut. Paternal ancestors, the Rexfords 
arrived in 1795. This was three years before Susan’s maternal ancestors Rufus Laberee and Olive 

Farwell moved north from New Hampshire in 1798. Rufus’s father, Peter, had lived in Montreal for two 
years after being taken captive and carried north in 1754. When not exploring her roots, Susan works full 

time as a team lead for web and social media communications at Environment and Climate Change 
Canada. She is also the Communications Director for BIFHSGO. 

 

https://bifhsgo.ca/cpage.php?pt=21#British%20Colonial%20America%20Group
https://youtu.be/NMGxX8JAdLc

