
Saturday, June 8, 2019 
Great Moments 
10:00 am to 11:30 am 
The Chamber, Ben Franklin Place 101 Centrepointe Drive, Ottawa, Ontario 
  
A Dark Chapter in a Successful Life 
Nigel’s Great Great Grandfather, Edward Lloyd, was one of the 19th Century’s most successful 
publishers and newspaper proprietors. His paper, Lloyds Weekly News, became the only newspaper 
in Britain to have a circulation of more than one million copies in the nineteenth century. This talk 
focuses on his private life: He had nineteen children by three different women. While sorting out 
these relationships, a dark chapter is revealed. 
  
Nigel Lloyd was born and educated in England. He came to Canada in 1974 to do a one-year 
postdoctoral fellowship at Queens University, met his wife there and stayed! He worked for 28 years 
with the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC), where he enjoyed 
interacting with Canada’s scientists, engineers and graduate students. His interest in family history 
started with a hand-drawn tree drawn by his father and a brief typed history written by his 
grandfather, but took off after he retired in 2009. 
  
A Poor Racine 
The Times newspaper in 1854 published an article about poverty in Bethnal Green, London, and 
made mention of “a poor Racine”. Research to try to identify this Racine and determine whether he 
was a relative, resulted in an unexpected discovery. 
  
Mike Jaques was born in England.  After graduation from university in 1967 he came to Canada. He 
has lived in Lanark County for over 50 years. In 2002, after a career in hi-tech, Mike took early 
retirement and very quickly became immersed in family history.  Until recently he was the research 
coordinator for Archives Lanark and also served on their board for several years.  Mike has been a 
member of BIFHSGO since 2006. 
  
Finding Frances 
Wife of Jean Victor Baron and then John Inigo Wright, mother to Richard John Baron and John 
William Wright, daughter of Richard Guise and Elizabeth Windham, younger sister of Sarah 
Elizabeth Cutler: these have been the only ways of knowing Frances. She has been an enigma. 
Through a lot of research, spots of good luck and great help, her identity and her life in late 18th and 
early 19th century London has become a “Great Moment” in research. 
  
Gillian Leitch, after completing her PhD in history at the Universite de Montreal, started working at 
CDCI Research Inc, as a historical researcher. She has published extensively on 19th Century 
Montreal, genealogy and Doctor Who. She is the Historian/Archivist for the St Andrew’s Society of 
Montreal, and the Secretary for BIFHSGO. 
  
Family Fiction, Facts Found 
Family stories often suffer the fate of the "telephone game". There is usually some truth in the family 
legends, but they morph and take on a life of their own over the generations until it is sometimes 
difficult to discern the real truth of the matter. Unraveling the stories about the Swinn family of 
Lincolnshire produced just such twisted stories, interesting facts and delightful details.        
  
Roberta (Bobby) Kay, born in Cyprus reached Canada after an early childhood in England, 
pursuing her interest in travel, photography, and history, as a backdrop to her immense passion for 
genealogy. As a lifelong learner, she recently graduated with her PLCGS from the National Institute 
of Genealogical Studies in both Canadian and Irish records. She has presented her discoveries here 
at BIFHSGO and also in Donegal, Ireland. 


