
Some of the Sources used in “The Diary Project” feature presentation 
on May 14th for BIFHSGO 

(items listed in red are services that you pay for) 
 
1. Essex Archives at the Essex Record Office, Essex, England. They have a searchable database that 
provides the reference to a document but you must pay to access documents. To find the correct Parish 
Register you will need to look up the index record on Ancestry to find the parish and year. The registers 
are not searchable:   https://www.essexarchivesonline.co.uk 
2. A good source for English and American newspapers but light on Canadian coverage. 
https://www.newspapers.com 
3. Internet Archive – online library. Useful to search to find any books or other publications where your 
ancestor may be mentioned: https://archive.org 
4. Google Books. Useful to search to find any books or other publications where your ancestor may be 
mentioned: https://archive.org https://books.google.com 
5. Ontario Archives. Useful for looking up references to Wills and other things. 
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/tracing/index.aspx 
6. Family Search – useful for many things – I found Wills and some Land Records here. 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/ 
7. Commemorative biographical record of the county of York, Ontario: containing biographical 
sketches of prominent and representative citizens and many of the early settled families 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/148124?availability=Family%20History%20Library 
8. Toronto Family History web site has resources and links to street directories, maps and other 
interesting things for the city of Toronto:  https://torontofamilyhistory.org 
9. The Tremaine maps of 1860 Toronto: http://oldtorontomaps.blogspot.com/2013/02/1860-tremaines-
map-of-county-of-york.html 
10. The Toronto Public Library. They have historical photos and newspapers – The Globe and the Star 
Newspapers:  https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca 
11. Elgin County Branch of the Ontario Genealogical Society.  Helpful for information about Port Burwell 
and the cemetery grave transcriptions.  https://elgin.ogs.on.ca 
12. Anglican clergy of Upper Canada/Canada West/Ontario by Richard E. Ruggle.  
http://anglicanhistory.org/canada/on/ruggle_directory.pdf 
13. Toronto has a few web sites that talk about the history of a particular area.  I found some 
information about houses I was interested in this way.  A couple of them are: https://www.lostrivers.ca 
https://torontoist.com/2011/07/goin_down_the_davenport_road/ 
http://torontothenandnow.blogspot.com/2013/02/36-russell-hill-then-and-now.html 
14. Canadiana Héritage.  I found some issues of Toronto World – a newspaper. 
https://heritage.canadiana.ca 
15. Maps of England and London.  I found MAPCO a good source for historic maps of London 
England. https://mapco.net 
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